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3 ECAUSE 1 know "I 0 not 

1 Bis ſee your Name CR 

magining it is u#d in ſome impertinent 
Satire, though I was now writing the 

: daintieſt Dedication of any modern 4 | 

thor, yet 1 would chuſe to conceal 3 it. | 


— Let me talk then juſt as It comes into 
Head about You and to You this 

Way, let me tell Vou of what I will, 
or how I will, You are under no N eceſ. 
| _ of taking i it to Yourſelf: N or when 
„ 1 


3 DEDICATION 


1 boaſt of your Excellencies and ant | 


_ ations, need You bluſh that I have per- 
ferm'd them in ſuch a Manner as to 
claim the complimental Homage of my 
Pen: Or I may now give You all the 
Attributes that raiſe a cunning, intrigue- 
ing Man to the higheſt Offices and Em- 
ployments, and not be cenſur'd as one 


of your hireling Advocates, either by my 


_- own or your Enemies. 


I place my 
own firſt, not becauſe they are the greater 


, : N amber, but as in the Ceremonialia of 
1 Heraldry, the moſt inſignificant Perſon- 


the Mention of yours. 


ages begin the Pomp, to introduce thoſe 


of more elevated Conſequence, I men- 
tion'd my Enemies firſt, to introduce 
- Yours (and 
| fuch you have, for they are not ſo well- 
Pred as not to e themſelves) have 

carried on long, though ſucceſsleſs, At- 
ftacks againſt Vou: And, Sir, give me 


Leave to compare my little Self to your 


great Honour, as there is no Hazard or 
viſible Terror in an Attack upon my de- 
fenceleſs Station, my Cenſurers, like 
Yours, have been Perſons of an intrepid, 
1 Sincerity But I ſhut the Door againſt 

1 „„ them 


/ | 14 


DED 70470 N = 
| them all, while I am thus privately talk. 


ing to You, and have little to «pprehend 
5 from either of them. 


Unden this Shelter 1 I may 7 ably 
tell You that the greateſt Reaſon I have 
had to publiſh. this Work, has . N 
from . ſeveral Performances which 1 
publiſh'd laſt Summer, and w. hich you 
had Goodneſs enough topatronize: Hoy 
far indeed your good Natyre to a young. 2 
Politician | or your Reluctance to put the 3 
Vanity of one of your new Authors out | 
of Countenance may have carried , 
I-cannot be ſure : And yet Appearances 
give me ſtronger Hopes. For . 255 | 
the Complaiſance of a whole Summer's. 
Sufferance, to imploy my Talents i in your: 
ö ae a8 much as an Author of more” 
N ought to have expected: N 
then was he deſir'd by Mx. Pagen 1; 
to pew ſecond Gazetteers ?. Or, why; 
was I kept in the Serviee, to tell More. 
of the fame Stories? —— If theſe Em 


pong have made me vain, Mall Ifay, 
Li, you are accountable forthem ?--No, 
Tt Sir, 1 will rather ſay that my own For- 
4 , Wardneſs, 15 


36, DEDICATION. 
oy wardneks, and daſhing through thick and 
thin, Tecommended- me to the Notice 
of your Superviſor-General, for Gazet- 
7 dna and Pamphleteering : Or rather 

ſo far flatter myſelf, as to fi uppoſe it poſ= 
. . "ible, that You having been a Patron and 


Lover of Maſter Walfngham and Dame 


'Osborn (and one of thoſe good Judges, 


who know the Uſe and Value of ſuch 


Writers, underaright Regulation) might 
Incline You to think my Labours and 
Lucubrations of more Conſequence than 


they may naturally be to others of dif- 


ferent Senſe, who may have . leſs Con- 


ern or Taſte for them. But be all this 


as it may, As for this Apology for 1 my 
Life, I have written it not only to ſhew 
my own Parts, and illuſtrate my own . 


| : Story, but I have decorated it, with- 


| | ſeveral Remarks, Political, as well as 


Theatrical, and explain d the Meaning 


| of ſome of my Writings, which were de- 
dicated to your Service. Now, Sir, as 
my apologetical Brat is born, rather than 
ſiee it ſtarve on bare Pariſh-Proviſion, þ 2p 

chuſe clandeſtinely to drop it at your 


Door, Tat. it may Exerciſe one of your” 
8 5 | | 0  _" 


N many Virtues, your Charity, in mY 
ny” a very dill Dog of an Author. 


Mow: Sir, were the World to „ 


into what Right Honourable Hands 1 


have thrown the following Hiſtory; 


their Regard to its Patron might incline 
them to treat it as one of his own Fan. 


ly, — They might ſay ſuch Things of 


it, as may” be improper for me to men- 
tion. — For this Reaſon T conceal your 
Name, as that muſt neceſſarily lead me 


to deſcant on a Subject which might be 
ungrateful to your Ears; for T am at 
characteriſing Friend or Fe oe, a very De- 
In conſcioufneſs 
therefore of what 1 am, I chuſe not to 
- I leave that 
for other Hiſtorians, wr” for Poſterity 
to relate, — However, as your Equals in 


vil at my Pen. 


ſay what You are, 


: 


Rank have done publick Juſtice to your | 
Character, the Concealment of your 


Name may be an unneceſſary Diffidence. 


But am I, Sir, of Conſequence enough, 
in any Guiſe, to do Honour to Sir ——? 


Were I to ſet You, Sir, in the moſt true 


W as your Actions deſerve, or 1 


your 
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your own. Likeneſs requires; yet my 
officious Mite would be loſt in that 
general Character and Regard which 
People of the firſt Conſequence, even 
ſome of all Parties, even ſome of your 
own Dependants, have a Pleaſure of ſpeak- 
ing of in Private. Encomiums to Per- 
ſons in your high Station, are liable to 
the Suſpicion of Hlattery, and can add 
little Luſtre to what before was viſible 
to the Publick, You are cloy'd, with- 
out Doubt, by ſuch Offerings: Lou 


Vou in publick and in private; at your 


| Levee; at the - at the Drow- 
Pn ing Roam, and Lobby of the Senate- Houſe ;- 
' beſides the zealous: Ejaculations which 


are offer d for your Service in an inimi-- 


table Paper which. is diſtributed through- 
| out the Kingdom gratis. — But theſe 
| Offerings, like Pagan Incenſe, evaporate . 
| on the Altar, and rather gratify the 


Prieſt than the Deity. 


But You, Sir, are apꝑroach'd frequent- 


php and oft in Terms of Common Senſe; 
The honeft Oblation of Hearts which 


have them almoſt daily offer d up to 


— 


A 


1 


BEDICATION:- a 
have juſt Senſe enough to mix Reaſon 
with Accuſation. How really true, or 
whether the Zeal of ſuch Devotees of 
Common Senſe are falſe, I ſhall not here 
examine: Bat, Sir, was I admitted, with 
all my laughing Spirits about me, to be 
my idle Self, and to write what I could 


write on that Subject, I ſhould ſurely 


cCover'd. 


be diſtinguiſh'd by You from a Parcel 
of dull Set of Rogues, whom: your good 
Nature and Charity induce You to be- 
| heve are Wits. This Nakedneſs of 


Temper the World may place in what | 


Rank of Vanity they pleaſe; but till 
Wiſdom fhall point out a Way to make 
me more heartily happy than your Fa- 
vours, Tam content tobe gaz d at as your _ 
Creature, as I am, without leflening my 
Reſpect for You, and laugh at thoſe 
whoſe Intellects may be more ſoberly 


Fet, Sir, I will not deceive You; it 


is not the Luſtre of the Power You poſ-—- 


| ſefs, the immenſeneſs of your Fortune, 
your Figure in Life, and the ut Rewards Þ} 


for your Services, which you had rather 


de'ſerve 
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== deserve PRE be told of M0 . made 


my plain honeſt Heart hang after You ;: 
miele are but incidental Ornaments that 
may be of Service to You ; but my par- 
| Senker Eſteem has riſen Roma mere na- 


* — turaland more engaging Charm — The 


= on your Creatures. — Nor is my Vanity | 
pp moch gratify d in the Himour, as. my 
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agreeable Rewards which You confer 


1 ih | mention the Delight of ſuch, pecu- To 
1 To fe Yau hy afide - 


and confer with amean. 


„ * 


Author, give him teren, and Gold, 


* . then Fe 


] E | /” then 4 PI 
MW w_ Tdere? 1 Tour 
Fer, Ss k maſt be a fircher Share ef 


1 Pleafore: to took on You with the pub- 


MW lick Eye, and view. your 8 
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= Had J an hundred To angues this Theme to 


. raiſe; 
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DEDICATION. 1 
7 boſe Tongues, theſe Mouths that Praiſe di ,< 


cou d never tell _ | 
How You can All, and een Yourſelf 


: excell; 5 4 | 
Mane but Vobn anz can be your, ' 
Parallel. 


When! 3 in tia View,and 9 
in the Height of Power, Icould rejoice - 
mightily for You and Myſelf, toſſee Nun 
in his pertkellier Light er Glory, and 
Myſeif admitted to reflect the Beams of — 
It throughout Great-Britain, „ "i 


II this Apology for my Life diſc 
rages You not to prevent my Deſign, I 
have ſome Thought of writing an 24 
legy for Tours : I think myſelFequa 


[ito $ | 
the Subject, and ſhould. be; proud if ou - 
would, dy this Exercitation TODD SiG 
nius, ſuffer me to approve Es... 


N. BI 
Jap. Tour moſt obedient, 


74% -moſtoblig/d, and 
hos e hunble Serv 
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Tan and Third Books. Tranſlated into Engliſh Proſe: ; 


* 
7 


Ta as Dick, and; ſpeedily Ai be publiſhed 
by the Printer hereof, 


PAMELA: or Virtue rewarded. "= a 8 


of familiar Letters from a beautiful young Damſel to her Parents. 
Now firſt publiſhed in order to cultivate the Principles of Virtue and _ 
Religion in the Minds of the Youth of both Sexes. —— A Narrative 


5 which has its Foundation in Truth and Nature; and at the ſamo time 


hat it agreebly entertains, by a Variety of curious and affecting Inci- 


dents, is entirely diveſted of all thoſe Images, which, in too many 


15 "Mp S On Pieces calculated, for En. 58 tend to inflame the Minds s they 


has 


Dlographia Claflica.: The Lives and Cha- 


cacters of all the Claflic Authors, the Grecian and Roman Poets, 
Hiſtorians, ;Orators, and Biographers. With an hiſtorical and critical 

of them and their Writing; illuſtrating their ſeveral Excel- 
== ores and ſhewing their Defects, from the Judgment and N | 
EE ofthe moſt e Wide both Ancient and Modern, 


r- HE W of Joy ENAL . 
With explanatory and critical Notes, N to the Laws and 


N * ; ms of the Greeks and Romans: 


JFORACE's Odes, Epodes, and 8 : 
Seculare, No. I. II. III. ans IV. containin 5 the Firſt, Se- 


with Critiadl , 
Hiſtorical, and Claflical Notes, and a;Preface to each Ode illuftrating 


=>. i Deſign. - Alſo No. V. containing the above Three Books, in the 
WS Orderof Conſtrudtion; not after the Manner of che Author . 
1 Delpkini, but! in 1 e $ on Word. hk | 


Aldo ſpeedily will be publiſhed, {Printed is «the 2 . and co 


Fer to bind with Monſieur Rollins 8 Method of teaching and udy- 
ing the Belle Lettres 2 


gr Hiſtory of vn Belles Lettres, and of the Arts and Sciences, 


from their Origin down to the preſent Time; giving an Account 


of the Birth, Progreſs, Perfection, Decline and Recovery of the meſt 


ipal Parts of Learning; a Work entirely new. Tranſlated from 


tze original French of Monſ. Juvenal de S juſt 8 at 
x . with a 8 8 ä Index. 
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MONG all the Foibles incident hand = 
Nature, none take a ſtronger Poſſeſ- 3 


8 ſion of the Soul of Man than Ambiti- 
w_ en. There are, indeed, ſundry Ways 
„ bi wk Arts to gratify this lofty Paſſion; which though © 
* | Wy it may divide itſelf into different Channels, yet, 
5 from the ſame Source various Streams take their 
at Riſe My Readers may be ſurpriſed at my ſet - 


ting out with ſo philoſophical an Apothegm; but 
it is a very proper Introduction to the following - 
y, as It was from qd: innate — "Lion © 


EE 7 
"Liffey — F-undertook to publiſh theſe. 


of my own Life : Some witty ſmart Gentlemen | 
may call it Vanity: With all my Heart; and to 
deal ingenuouſly with them, I Rankly confeſs it 
Was that Species of Ambition which by hereditary 
Heppineſs deſcends ta me, call'd Vanity.--A Va- 
Amity? for what? cries a more grave Annotator: 
Too ſhew there are two Coxcombs in a Family? 
Mliuſt there be two Apologies for the Lives of two 
Fellows no one car'd a Halfpenny for — Why, 
perhaps merely to fignalize myſelf, or perhaps to 
imitate the laudable Steps of my worthy Parent, 
hays to defend my Conduct from ſome pub- 
| ene J have thought proper to make 
an Apology for my Life; and ſurely among the Ma- 
| Joie of the World this Attempt will ſtand un- 
cebnſur d, as they will be ready enough to allow the 
Life of no Man ſtood more in Need of an Apo- 
logy than mine. And to ſhew my Readers what 


N era eee Perſon. ew — in a 


*. 2nd alk 


1 ts ee ſuch a and y. Old Mich. Mon- 
aas it ſeens in his Eilays tattled mere about his 
on queer Body and Mind, his Cat, and an old 
Woman, than all the World: beſſde ſo much 
had he ſet bis Heart upon Hime. The i W 
ang. * Mx. en Cibber has hooray 
Taiga, not only talbed a great N 
but has ſet ſo great à Value on hinſelf, that after. 
| being ſo long known, he will not let any. one 
= 7. know whas;e-really-is, under a leſs. Cenſideration 
11 ; ee en "Win chal ag; 2 
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pt 


humble . 1 Kan, at a chexper Rite, take the 
Liberty to Huftrate my Way of Thinking, Writ- 
ing and Acting, both As to my theatrical and pri- 


which he has made for 


8 own ; nor can I think the Publick will be diſ- 
eaſed to ſee what Kind of à Parallel will be 
3 between a Father and Son, who have on 

many Occaſions fo nnn 925 

ſelves. 


Nm vitiis nemo 43 e Ar, tprimus Me 
Qu minimis urgetur. 


I ſhall therefore conclude this 3 Pony 


my Story in his Words; Upon an honeſt Ex- | 
* amination of my Hart, Tam afraid the fame 
5 % Yanhy which he even homely: re Tg 


82 thetr Perſons, ow ſeduced me to print off this 


“ Chiaro Ofeure of my Mind.<*--Ruc as he hopes 


immediately after, that no-one will expect a Man 


of his haſty Head ſhould an Hogs core an die | 8 
0 — 


gudar Method, I am in equal IH 
thod, or Connexion, or R Will be. ex- 
pected from mine; I ſhall alſo. make * 


my Memoirs, when 1 think they begin to 


grow too heavy, for the Readers Digeflion'®* for Pi- 


greſſions it ſeems are in this Kind of Writing what : a 1 4 


Eggs ave i in a Pudding, they lighten the © 


I come to that cuſtomary and important Point 


in » Mankind to dds n of theſe ein 


_ 
5 


* * C. Cibber's Lit, p. > 


geſtive. 


tion, and render it inore palatable and di 5 
This is my Apology, and the beſt Apology I can 
make for becoming my own. pher. 


in all Hiſtories of Great Men, their Birth, Paren- 
tage, and Education, So great a Curioſity i is ther 


Sil 


that almoſt” every revolving Moon produces it- 
luſtrious Memoirs of Heroes and Heroines, whom 
dire Deſtiny has allotted to a. fatal End. As theſe 
Records are to preſerve their Memories from more 
than Lethæan Oblivion, every minute Circum- 
ſtance of their entering into the firſt Scenes of Life 
are related; the Name of the Parents, their Trade, 
and Calling, and whether they ſent them to School, 
and had them inſtructed in Reading and Mriting, 
are told with great Fidelity. Theſe Things, on 
mature Deliberation, may ſeem very trifling, and 
3 of no Significatioh to the World, whether they 
if. were known or not.---Very true.—But yet there 
s ſuch an Avidity in human Nature for trifling, 
that theſe Tybyrnian Memoirs are read by the 
Vereat Fulgar, and the Small, with no little Delec- 
tation. Was there no other Excuſe than this 
Humour of Mankind, I know not how I could 
let my Birth be paſs'd over in Silence; but the 
WL —_ {Excuſe my Father has made before me muſt ſtand 
Wl for mine, which is what my Brother Bayes makes 
IT! Prinee Prettyman ſay in the Rehearſal, viz. I only 
o it for fear I. ſhould be thought Nobody's Son at all. 
Though I cannot think I uſe this Theatrical 
Mi with a Force equal to that which he quoted 
itz; for the Publick having long known my Father, 
they have unanimouſly paid him a Compliment 
Which all Fathers have not paid them, viz,— 
That I am my Father's own Son. But whoſe Son's 
Son I was; gueſs from the following Extract, from 
the Apolggiſt T imitate. His Paragraph of Lineage 
el was born in London, on the 6th of Novem- 


* 


ber, 1671, in Southampton-ftreet, facing South- 
5 "SE: nd Ref $4 | My Father Cams Gabriel Cibber, 
vas a Native of Holſtein, who came into Eng- 


: 3 


66 fk ſometime before the Reſtoration of King 
« Charles II. to follow his Profeſſion which was 
« that of a Statuary, &c. The Baſſo- Relievo in 
* the Pedeſtal of the great Column in the City, 


* and the two Figures of the Lunaticks, the Ra- 


« vingand the Melancholy, over the Gates of Bob 


cc 


8 


ter of William Colley, Eſq; of a very antient 
« Family of Glaiſton, in Rutland/hire, where ſhe 
& was born. My Mother's Brother Edward 
% Colley, Eſq; (wn 8 my Chriſtian Name) 
<- being the laſt Heir- 

% now extinct. I ſhall only add, that in Wright's 


© Hiſtory of Ratlanſbire, publiſhed 1684, the 


ec 2 are recorded as Sheriffs and Members of 


«c Par amen from the Reign of Henry VII. to the © 


“latter End of Charles I, in whoſe Cauſe chiefly 
&« Sir Anthony Colley, my Mother sOrandfather ſunk 


f / 


fot 1 


lehem-Hoſpital, are no ill Monuments of his 
Fame as an Artiſt, My Mother was the Daugh- 


ale of it, the Family is 7 


e his Eſtate from three thouſand to about three 


* hundred Pounds per Annum. 
Although I am very far from laying any Stress 


on the Pomp of Heraldry, and a long Scroll of 7 


Family Deſeents, for well J know my Pedigree, tho? 


traced, (as I doubt not bat it might be). to . \ 


ham the Congaerar, will confer no intrinſic Value 


on me; for conſcious J am, that any * d 3 
ays Or .. 


my Being, mult be beamed only b 


Virtue ; yet, in _/mple Truth, I * confeſs, ha - 


F think owe — Ta for to Ik * Blud in " 


ay Veins.-For a Latin 
* Oni viret in fahr erf 4 Nah 585 dt 
Et Patrum in natis abeunt cum Jemine | mores. I 
Which I thus venture to tranflate, : 
The Leaves their Verdure from the Roots receive, 
And Son. 5 oe Children have the Parent give. : 


Ba... 


att 
ES. 


Erie one Who has read Ehrace knows, 
Fortes creantur Portibus, 8 : 
* Seal from the Valiant are the Valiant forung. — 
I need onthe: no Application ; but if Valiant, 
why. not Witty? 
"Theſe Scraps of Latin may ſeem very unneceſ- 
| Gary for /ome ; they might ſtill ſeem more unneceſ- 
ſary, had not I tranſlated them, for others. How- 
ever, I cannot think them in the leaſt Bagatelle: 
They introduce very properly, the next Thing 1 
Was to mention, which was my Education : Nay, 
when J have given ſuch a Proof of it, as to quote 
Latin and tranſlate it, I think no farther need be 


given: But however, as in my Abele + would 
be like another Apologift. | 


IT Longo ſed PROxXIMUs Intervall,— 
| 1 ſhall follow his Manner, 


About the Year 1716, or 17 17, T was s ſent by 
my Father to V 222 School, in order to be e- 
lected into Y/inche/ter College; for it ſeems, by my 
- Father's Mother's Side, I was deſcended from 
„„ 7 Man of Wickham the Founder.-In what Branch 
I am ingenuous enough to ſay I know not, yet 
from my Soul I contemn that vile Inſinuation 
Which a certain Counſellor, at a certain Trial, made, 
i. that it was by ſome collateral Branch, as William 
=” of Wickham was a Churchman at a 3 8 55 when Ma- 
trimony was not allow'd of.— The Inference is evi- 
dient. — But I will be bold to ſay, that glittering, - 
_ _ glaring, gliſtering it wou'd Flaſh, is as unjuſt 
ds 4rmannerly,—lIt equally affects all thoſe educated ' 
in Wincheſter College (as well as he—-who was in- 

tended to be/educated there;) as deſcendants from 
3528 Se Founder But to e this School I re- 


. 8 . ceived 
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this Analogy appears between us. 
** « Even there I remember I was the ſame in- 


e P I. 8 
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| ceived the firſt and laſt Rudimanis of Learning, as 
my Father did his at Grantham in Lincolnſhire bus 


if he has more Learning than me, it is to bè obſer- 
ved, he went from the loweſt Form to the higheſt, 


and I'did not proceed above half the Way: Vet 


He ſays, 


« conſiſtent Creature I have been ever ſince, al- 
ways in full Spirits, in ſome ſmall Capacity to 
„edo Right, but in a more frequent Alacrity to 
40 do Wrong.“ —Juſt ſuch a Creature was, have 
been, and am am J. —He gives us as the firſt re- 


markable Error of his Life, f jeſting and jeering 
and joking on a School- fellow. I have alſo been 


thraſh*d unpity'd for the ſame Thing; but ſuch 
Circumſtances, even tho my Father's Pen was to 


relate them, may be thought damn'd ridiculous. 


Be it enough that I was always eager of Fame and 
Glory, and making an Ecclariſement about the 


Town: I lov'd to make an Appearance, and re- 


member in ſome extraordinary Adventure, the 


taking another Boy's lac Hat to wear, occaſion- 


ed me mach poſterior Anxiety. But Vive Hodie was 
my Motto, e immediate Satisfaction of my 
Paſtions, which were always varying, ſometimes 
to Dreſs, ſometimes to Eating or Drinking, a 
was my Deſire from an Infant; and I am afraid 


ſome charitable Folk may ſay, I retain too much 
of the ſame Temper now I am a Man. — 


I very well remember, when I was a Child, * 
took an ambitious Liking to a ſcarlet Chat with 


Gold Trimmings, and wept moſt reſolutely for the 


ſame, - which was the only Means I could think 


| on of coming at my Ende; 3 but my Mother coun- 


a 


=D 


. 134 
© 0, "8; "Iz 
— non — — ——— ——— 
—— „„. Yun: _ 


terplotted me, and brib'd away my my Pride with a 
| crooked Six-pence: And indeed in thoſe Days I 
would have dropd my moſt towering Aims for a 
Lump of gilded Ginger-bread, or a Cuſtard. Some- 
times a ec art would cure a furious Fit of 
Ambition. - Once I remember, when J had 


thrown myſelf on the Ground with a Reſolution 


to die, becauſe my Father would not give me a 
 Hdorſe to ride, and ta as I thought proper, be- 
ing then full five Vears old; but my Mother cur d 
this Ambition by ſhewing me a Pair of new white 


Ip Gloves, and a Handfal of Cherries. 


I cannot paſs by without throwing out ſome 


ga farther Reflections on cheſe byifh Tricks, © * whether 


ft or ſpirited, new or common, alle or true, 
« right or wrong, they will be ſtill my own, and 
c“ conſequently like me, ; I therefore go on to 

„ ſhew as well the Weakneſs as the Strength ofmy 


Rk Underſtanding. 


11 : Children. 5 
_ = 


By a Digreſſiom, therefore, to make this Tittle 
Tartle ſit light on a Reader's Diggeftim, I draw a 
Moral from it. Ambition, or Vanity, when 
uppermoſt, is bad for either Man or Child ; and 
as it makes Children naughey, it makes Men 


have often thought my childicn Ambition ok: 


3 ſeartet Cleak, of the ſame Stamp as we often meet 
with in higher Life: It is the ſame Prinoiple which 


WI well the Hearts of the Great, as puff d up mine, 


and if a due Regard to Nature be obſerved, it will 


de allow'd ©. For Inftance, If a Man of the firſt 


Quality, as the Duke of —— I had almoſt nam'd 
his Title But, I fay, fuppoſe a Man of the 


N 1 . firſt | Quilt, who had liv'd to about his thirtieth. 


: | 5 3 Vear, | 
*. cake 9 ;p 


[4 


Year, deſpiſing to be diſtinguiſh'd. by any publi 


 Gewgaw, oppoſing a Miniſter, from a Suppoſition 
of his being an evil one, ſhould all ef a fudden-run 

- bowing to that Miniſter's Levee, deſert his Party, 
break with his Relations, and turn as great a Slave 


as any he deſpis'd— -Would not any one think 
there muſt be ſome great Power of Reaſon to cauſe 
ſo ſurpriſing a Change? But what if it ſhould be 
Ambition? Would they not think ſometbing. ve 
auguſt was the Object of his Soul ? But if, after all, 
it was only a Red Coat, would not his Caprice of 
Ambition prove as ridiculous as mine for a Red 
Chat? —— I could illuſtrate my other childiſh 
Appetites by more Examples, were I not afraid the 
Partiality might give Offence to my Court Friends; 
for however like my Paſſions and ſome great Mens 
may, in fact, be, it is not my Intereſt nor Duty to 
make the Compariſons — Ex Pede Herculem. 


—— However, I may obſerve that the Variety of 


my Deſires in my Childhood (for there was a Time | 


daily among, Mankind: I have known a young 
Gentleman of Fortune ſet out with all the Hey- day 
Expences of the Mode; yet when he found himſelf 


 over-wergh d with Appetites, he grew reſtleſs, hick'd 


up in the Middle of the Courſe, and turn'd his Back - 
upon his Frolicks : I have alſo known a very witty 


young Fellow become a very grave Man, and yet, 


when he was in Company, and was call'd to it, could 


full make himſelf the FIDDLER of 8 
If I were capable of Envy, this laſt Gentleman's 


** 


Character would incline me to it; for to be wiſe, 
and at the ſame Time merry, is a State of Happi- 


neſs in Perfection. * When I ſpeak of Happineſs, 


: *r 1 2 
1 
* 


4 a 5 > ES 22 s 1 ; 3 = 
* 5 TH CL bes 00 on TL. RE WE Bong — Wi 
' be 5 8 7 . f - : 

| * C. Cater 8 Life, p. 12. 


7 8 
55 
; - 


„ 


3 ©. 


: #4 . 
* " q &+ 1 1 6 a 
4 2 2 1 * _ wc : 1 4 * = 
of e ̃ ee i Vw — * * — . — #7 > ak $2 —— q 241%. — — __ 
= +» "ape <0 — * 3 cw 8 * e n * 2 7 - -' SS 


- - BY "EIT 4 . r * — a * — 
Na A 2 SN 5 bo Pod ws I. 
RS 24g . ont Coil, . „ 
—— w Wo => _ 


dy that indulgent Philoſophy, 


of 


3 


Lo] 


, I go nõ higher than that which is contain'd in 

„ the World we now tread upon; and when I 

_< ſpeak. of being merry, I don't famply mean what 
every Oaf is 


capable of, but that Kind of Mirth 
ec vrhich is not more limited than recommended 


e bas Cum Ratione inſanire. cc 


/* Theſe Sentimenes of my Philofophy I have ex- 
pre in the Words of that great Author whom I 
_ imitate, and of whoſe Sect J confeſs myſelf a Diſ- 
ciple: And I will here obſerveto the Reader, that 
through the hole Courſe of theſe rhapſodical Me- 
wirr, I full quote from that incomparable Apo- 


1 whatever may equally allude to nyſel F; not 
my mean Style cannot reach his Daintineſs 

on, but as this Method will the better 
ſhew what an Anaigy there is between us. —The 


* 


Readers who are candid will fay, 


* 


But as to my Philoſophy 3 for this is making A 
Digreſſion in a Digreffion— -I remember a mer- 
Ty, laughing, witty, complaiſant Fellow, who - 
was always the moſt obſequious humble Servant 
df fome Man of Fortune or other, compar'd him- 
Felf once to a Philoſopher, and the Founder ofa new 
Sec: It was honeſt Gnatho, in one of Terence 


Plays, Who faid all the Followers of his Syſtem 
ſhould be call'd Orathomici, I know not but 


may ariſe, and Poſterity not give aproper Title to 


their Sect, therefore I here mention that. all who 
| - are of our Opinion may diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
the Name of CiBBERIANI — To be a rea- 


 fonable Aim is what r 
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this a Time of 


zubile to waſte my Spirits, 26 bake my Blood -with 


4 
fruitleſs * 
nia of thoſe very very few wife Men, who may 


ad different: foait ane; ee Paws: Thaw aftd 


ry e ſhall be all of a Piece, 5 


A eervetur adi imum 
Oalis ab incepto proceſſerit 


of Reftraink upom their 
to myſelf, Well, there is ſome Advantage in 8 
neither Rank nor Fire Ge me the Joy I 
aways took in the End of an old Song: 135 


Let the World call me any Hal ben an unchearfal 
ons! Tue as. I write; while: my Hay 'MEg 7t 
is aswell:as I wiſh it. Ihe Man ue brealuid 
Paſſions know: no MHotien : ſeems: to be in the qunet State” 


ſay he liver 

O expreſſive Deſeription! 1 This be 
ante in the very Style; incomprehentibly ſublime. 
— [d ainty Simile! A Tree, when it is green, 
and vegetates, and flouriſhes, cannot be faid, in our 


have a ſtrong Impulſe to tallꝭ impertin 


* = draw 


1 have tos dbben been. faid, infinire ſine Nate 55 
Same may ſay that I had better not be mad at all: _ 
| ——— But as my Father charmingly ſays, —— 

* Day fe for me to leave off my Fooleries, © © 
and, ſet up for. a new: Charafter ? Can it be worth my 


feria 
ene in the 
Study of advancing myſelf into the better Opi- 


Finn no more put off my Pallies than my Shin : I have 
177 d, but they flick too cloſe to me; and when I have. 
ſeen othrs, whoſe Rar and: Fortuns have laid a fort | 


7 have ſoftly fat 


My Mind, My Mind is a Kingdom to me. 5 2 
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Fa green Tree; be - Mc "its tree, baid' ſhall un 1 


Philoſophy, to live. Reader take heed! _ 
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But nevertheleſs, without divine Affiſtance, be 


5 [mn] rl 
draw an imaginary Monarch, and dreſs him in all 
the Mockery of Greatneſs, with all the cumber- 

- ſome Robes of Majeſty, with all the Devaſtation 
of Ambition in his Thoughts, till my Imagination 


© was heated and fatigu'd in dreſſing up a Phantome 


ol Felicity; and what then: Why prove 


he was not half ſo happy a Fellow as myſelf. 
Let them be Converts to the Cibberian Sect who 
will; our Founder does not impoſe theſe Laws, 


but follows them himſelf, and is followed by myſelf. 
If we are miſguided, it is Nature's Fault 


We follow her, and reaſon good. Nature has 


* 


r 
us cal RH M 


s _— 
* 
22. 


Fler Deſign was, by our Os Sublime (our erected | 


Face) to Lift up the Dignity of our Form, 


©, God gave to Man an upright Face that he 


Might view the Stars— 


natural Philoſophers. ©  _ | 


A 
* 


we never ſo wiſe or fooliſn, we cannot reach this 


merry Felicity: So that all my Parade and Gri- 


mace of Philoſophy, has been only making a Merit 
of following my own Inclinatin A very natural 


Vanity! But this Vanity does not impoſe on me 
- —anity again However think it, Reader, 
Vanity or not Vanity, or this, or that, or other that 


has drawn me into this copious Digreſſion, it is now 
high Time to drop it. After playing the 


Philoſopher in this Manner, I ſhall now return to 
| School again,—— A Place where ſome of my m_ | 


— 


J Corner of an Almanack. | 
From this Syſtem, we may juſtly ſtyle ourſelves 
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wood Enemies r may ſay would 8 be 
me; but as I have foreftall'4 their Teſt, : none but | | 
ny dulleſt e will 1 to make it. 
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Hh n himſa not eaſily tir 7 [Boy 7 may. g 
give Men Laſſons. fir N hh ſatirix 
On Satire. Wrote hides” f. 
ths e and Behaviour rohen Jeriris d, Kc. 


— 


for 7850 — i 


has 


2 my Pen i is running over the Paper to form : 
this Sentence, I am ſmiling, Sir Reader, to 
think what an odly contented Coxcomb I am t 
ſet myſelf down to write this Apolæy for my Eiſe : 
But you know nothing gives a Coxcomb ſo much 
Pleaſure as to talk of himſelf, which ſweet Liberty - 
Iam now enjoying This Pleaſure none bk 
Authors as vain Ar e can conceive. Bue 
to my Story. 2 i 
However "lietls worth, Notice the ehen en 
 Schoolbey may ſeem, yet as they act on the fame Mo- 
tives as Men, their Conſequences are worth obſer- * 
ving, becauſe; it is ſome Kind of Satisfaction to be- 0 
hold in what Degree the Dawn of a Genius firſt 
appear d. For this Reaſon Mr. 8 Cibber * tels 
you, that at School he made an ation on King" 
Charles the II's Death, when all the Boys in his Far 
out of Modeſty, thought fach a Por e ? 8 17 
Capacity, and was laugh'd at, and jcer d, and hated 


48 a pragmatical Baſtard: For this Reaſon he ac 


en f tat with the leaſt e to A= Fi 
NaN Bn, © EI £5 — 75 


— 
o * 9 ul 
Wd . * 
- 
0 1 1 * 4 SA 
E — — — * 9 
. 2 
} 
, x 


* 


5 2 Apology, pe 20. 


. 50 ed ſo ever ſincę. 
5 the Facts are true, how 


Deeds, I introduced myſelf i into the Comp pany of 
Ee theſe Kni ght-Errants of the Blade: It happen'd 
; that however brave the Hetoes were, — were not 


5 35 T1 14 +. 
ahh be did what would have frighten'd a Boy of 4 
irit from attempting. He made an 
Feet ifh 122 King . s Corgnation, and made 
it in half an Hour. The very Word Ode, 
ce then adds he, makes you ſmile, and ſo it does me, 
cc not only becauſe i 125 makes ſo many poor Devils 
turn Wits upon it, but from a more agreeable 
r Motive; from a Reflection that for half a Cen- 
„ tury. afterwards I ſhould be call'd upon twice a 
| « Year, by my. Poſt, to make the ſame Kind of -. 
8 Oblations. — Here the Reader ſees, in 
the Puri Naturalibus, that Dawn of Genius which 
baſtful Modeſty could never reſtrain from writing, 
and who ſtill makes ſuch Odes which all the poor 
Devils of Hits cannot put him out of Conceit of : 
Hut to —— 
88 I cannot ſay that among my School Fellows 1 
mz de any great Figure, or raiſed their Epvy by 
} Let Compoſitions ; yet, I knaw not how 
it was, I had then an innate Kind of Properifity to 
Scöetibbling; and without any partial Flattery to 
myy ſelf, I can affirm I choſe, or rather accidentally - 
ſttruek into one Species of Nan in ere, I was 
not only then without an N wth Rave remain- 


4 


Here, perhaps, I may again flat Fain! Bot r 

ure kb 2 I help it? If have a 
E much belong to 
581 4 7 5 As wy IimperfeRtion ? In 4 Word, 9 5 
Story is this. 0 
Le, While I, was It "Winthefte er, "thers' came e 
. Fe F ighters from the ear · Garden at London; 
and as I was always fond of Heroes and martial 
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very learned: In truth they could neither write 

nor read. It was on this Occaſion that they deſitd 

me being a better Scholard, (Prize-fighters Lan- 
4 £uage to pen their Challenges, which they in- 


ted me to indite.=- Here I gave the firft De- 


monſtration of my Parts; for having been us'd at 

London to read Playhouſe Bills, and hear Tragedies, 
my Father being Maſter of a Playhouſe, I wrote 

their Bills of Challenge with ſuch Art, and expreſs H 

the Heroes Thoughts in ſuch magnanimous Phraze, 
that they alarm'd the Soul of the Reader, and 
rouz d up à greater Deſire for a Gladiatorial Spec- 
tacle than all the Drums in Chri/tendim. ——— 
Theſe Challenges of my inditing had wonderful 

| Succeſs; the People were amaz d at the ſwelling 


Pompouſneſs of the Heroes Language, and conſes 
quently imagined that thoſe who were terribly 
courageous. with their Pen, muſt be very Lions at. 


the Sword: But alas! it is one Thing Scriberey 


and another Agere: Their Valour did not near 


2— 
qual the Nobleneſs, of my Deſcription ;; for” ld. 
Battle they fought was a ſham one —— However, 
they returned their grateful Acknowledgments tc 


7 


— 


me, and I was Author of all their Challenges, 


which, with much Art, I diverſify'd during "their 
whole Stay. 20 „ 


Well ſays ſome grave Annotator, who has not 
| heard ſome private Anecdotes of my Life, hat 
do you infer from this Tale? Hear another, 

and take the Inference of them both together 


Some Space of Time had elaps'd ſince my Heroes 


 Hireling Actors arriv'd. J ſoon made myſelf knoẽm 


to them, and was accordingly admitted to their 


5 Rehearfals :. One Morning T caſually took up a 
| Paper, which was a written Bilt of the Perfor-- _ 


C 2 mauance 


mance they were to exhibit in the Evening. I 
immediately found there was ſomething deficient, 
pr at leaſt ſomething that might be alter'd to raiſe 
the Expectation of the Populace, and bring a bet- 
ter Audience to the Houſe: I communicated my 
I boughts very freely to the Maſter of the Com- 
pan, and ſhew d ſuch an uncommon Genius for Writ- 
Ing and compoſing a Ply-houſe Bill, that, with 2 
„ Fee ow, he intreated me to write theirs. 
4 comply'd with his Requeſt, and wrote them in 
ſiuch a promiſſory ay, (a Way which has been ſince 
____ calld Pafing) that they engroſs'd the Attention 
of the Town, and by an attractive Quality, brought 
t: them ſeveral good Audiences, I cannot paſs 


by one Thing; the Maſter of the Company, and 
his Roxana, were of an ambitious Spirit, to in- 
Alge which, I ordered their Names to be printed 
A Times as large as any of the Reſt of the Perfor- 
mers: An Article of Stage-Lanity, which I have 
ſince moſt frequently practis d with much Glee of 
Neart and Pomp - Magnificent. 
No to apply theſe Stories: from ſuch ſmall 
Beginnings, my Genius ſoar'd to an unequal 
Height; and I have had, for this Species of wfit- 
ing, no one hardy enough to become my Compe- 
titor in Fame. With a pleaſant Recordation of 
Mind I think what Praiſes were beſtowed on the 
Advuertiſements, and the Bills of the Bear- Garden, 
While I had, for ſome Years, the Honour of writ- 
ing them: They were attributed to my Pen, and 
the moſt partial Witling that ever pretended to be 
arch upon me, would allow that in this IJ was in- 
mmitable. I ſhall not mention what Degree 
def Excellence I have arriv'd to in Theatrical Bills, 
_ nd. Advertiſements, and Puffs, and Paragraphs : 
= My M4 will not ſuffer me to give to Poſterity, - 
OOO... e 88 8 18 
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them: Be it enough, chere is that Samething 


in them which no one it but myſelf. 


From what I have mention'd, I would obſerve. 5 


this; that wherever there is Merit there is a heavy 
Tax laid on it; Envy and Malice will demand a 
confiderable Share of the Praiſe which is due to you: 
However great my Succeſs has been in the Species 


of Writing, Thave deſcrib'd above, yet it has rais d 


me r ee ; Perſons who cannot bear to 
ſee any ſhining Parts in another, without endea- 
vouring, by a Cloud of intervening Darknefs, to e- 


clipſe them. The little Genius that I have, and, 


which hereditarily deſcends to me from a paterna 
Source of Wit, has often occaſion'd me, in tha 


very Spring- time of my Life, to become the But 


of witleſs Cenſure and Invective; and the fame 
Reaſon makes me frequently the Wy of Raillery 
in publick Coffee-houfes and publick News-Pa- 


pers. But as. the greater Poll of Mankind would 


rather vote for Cenſure than Commendation ; Sa. 


tire has a thouſand Readers where Panegyrick has 
one; therefore when I ſee my Name, or Charac- 
teriſtick for my Name, in a Journal or Pamphlet, 
look on it as an Artifice of the Author to get a 
Dinner: He conſiders that my Face and Name 


are more known than many thouſands of more 


Conſequence in the Kingdom 3 that therefore, 
right or wrong, a Lick at poor THE“, or the 
Young Captain, or Ancient Piſtol, or by what other 


Name ſoever they pleaſe, to dignify and diſtin- 


guiſh me, will be a ſure Bait ad captandum Pulgus, 
to catch little Readers, and gratify the Unlearn'd. 


ln almoſt theſe very Words the Laureat 
Apolagiſt makes his Complaint, on bein 


8 


. 8 
— 


| with his Name at 8 H. Pope — And 


. 
7 


3 1 


fatiriz'd 


}; 


in theſe Memoirs, what the preſent Age ſays o 


Wot L 18 'Y 
1 mut add, that 28 Ma Pope (for let him be as 
great a Satyriſt as he m not afraid to ſpeak 
diut) for the Sake of ee, ſatiriz d the in- 
cCiulpable Mr. C. Cibber, ® 


and that Reaſon only, that M. Cibber's Son muſt 


Be mention'd in his Rhymes — — What eſe could 


provoke him to ſay, + 


Jy e Cibber' Son without bau, 7 
ee a Lorde- | 


7 05 4 2 1500 „Fe Inter tian 84 Herace. 

Wel ths ey 187 what they will of the Cib- 
N ders, but it muſt be a Proof they have ſomething | 
1 fingularly exquiſite in their Ways and Man- 
gnaets, when their very Names carry a Joke in them 
hut this Detraction of theſe Retailers of Wit is 


moſt admirably compar'd. to * Dung © thrown 
upon a Meadow, though it may at hrſt ſeem to 


4 diſappear of itſelf, and leave an involuntary 
Crop of Praiſe delund it.“ To cope with ſuch 
| eg e bus be ridiculous; for as the ſame 


guage from a Chimney-ſweeper' do me leſs 


Harm, than it would be to box him, though I 
TY was ſure to beat him“ 


As no Wi it or Criticiſm can 1 me worſe 


5 Tam, no ſerious Reply I ean offer will make 
me better, I have indeed ſometimes been induc'd 


= -20 give publick Anſwers, and public Appeals; 6 
1 1 8 and by experi- | 
mental Knowledge, that ſuch a Procceding is 


but I think in my on 


wrong: It is more eligible to be ſeverely ſtrict to 
| the Principle laid down by Mr, Cibbey Jen. which 
. 5 to _ in we 2 1 9525 ehh ; and xi 


da 
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At was for that Reaſon, 


«* Jeform the Proſpect, in a little Time it will 


hes Ainthor wittily ſays, Would my bearing ill Lan- 


— LT LPT ( 


* an ae * IN 


Videri Pauper vult, & eft Pauper. 87280 
„hen humble Cinna cries, I'm poor and low 


T ſhall give the Latin Line a different Tun. 
VD Cibbers both the _ 
Banat what they ſay in Jeſt, in Truth they are. 1 


wary 


WJ 7 2 


| bay of myſelf all may be ſaid,againſt me. Wha + 


he ſays on writing an Apology for his Life, s is the 


Motto to mine; nor chn I 1 of 
my own to ſo juſt and impartial a ] 


| ſcription, * 
It may be ſaid, that this being before Hand with _ 
the Wits, is all Affectation in me, and my giving 
myſelf Airs of ſhewing myſelf my Father's own 


Son, is too true to make a Jeſt of. He quotes a 


Line on ſuch an Occahon, Cima (or Cibber) 


: 1 - ; y , TS. Ny 3 b SI | 
& You may believe him He is really ſo. 


clues. dull Rogues declare, ; 


Vet after all, what can all the Squirts and Pop- 
guns of Jeſt and Raillery avail againſt the ſeyen- 


fold Shield of Confidence and Comempt? 


5 Can take bc 4 Alt, and V. erge ens ; rh for m re, 5 5 5 


4 


Who can make me more ridiculous than Nature 5 85 
has made me? If then, Sir. Critict, you attack this 


Apology to expoſe me, take Care you don't expoſe 
yourſelf; if you write to ſhew your Parts, and 
Genius, and all that, why, you are as errant a 
may want Bread: If that be the Caſe, even go 
<< to Dinner in God's Name: whatever you in- 


tend me as a Disfavour, will fly back into your 


* own Face, as it happens to Children who ſquirt 
at their Play-fellows againſt the Wind, 


: 


When a Perſon of any Spirits and Genius once 


gets into a Diſſertation on himſelf, he is a good 


> » 
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| thepleaſant Subject ſteals impereeptibly upon him, 


nor ever thinks he, while he is not weary of writ- 
ing, any one elſe may be weary of reading: Lwas 


ſaying to ſhew a Contempt for low Wit, and to 
hugh at it yourſelf was the readieſt Way to take 
thee off the Laugh.--Now, Reader, if you are not 


tired, I'll tell you a Story.—If you are,—lay afide 


the Book, and come again when you have a better 


e 

Commotions, and the Drury-L: 

ſerting the glorious Cauſe of Liberty and Property, 
made Stand againſt the Oppteſſions in the Paten- 
tees. In that memorable Year when the Theatric 


Dominions ll in labour of a Revolution, under the 


Conduct of w/e}, that Revolt gave occaſion to ſe- 


veral Pieces of Wit and ſatirical Hirts at the Con- 


ductor of the Enterprize. I was attack'd, as my 


Father had been before me, in the publick Papers 


and Journals; and the burleſque Character of 
Piſtol was attributed to me as a real one. Out came 


A rint of Fact Laquerrer, repreſenting, in moſt 


vile deſigning, this Expedition of ours, under the 
Name of the Stage Mutiny ; in which, gentle Rea- 
der, your humble Servant, in the Piſtol Character, 
Was the principal Figure. This I laugh'd at, know- 
ing it only a proper Embelliſhment for one of theſe 
. neceſſary. Structures to which Perſons only out of 
Neceſſity repair. — But now comes the grand At- 


tack; a Summer Company was at this JunQure 


performing at Covent- Garden Theatre ; and our 


T.ranſactions, and my Character, were thought 
| , worthy to be repreſented on the Stage. Accord- 
L ingly a young Spark, who was juſt come from Tri- 
ni ollege at Cambridge, to ſet up for an Author 
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vhile before he can get to the End of the Chapter; 


ne Company aſ- 


1 


e,, .o..c 
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1 


in in Town, and ZW Ye had juft before wrote 2 Fares 
_ ealld the Mock - Lawyer, thought this a proper 

Time to exerciſe his Genius: To work he went, 
and P;/fo] was to be his Heroe : A Farce was wrote 
and perform'd, and the Bent of it was to ridicule 


poor me: Tone of Elocution, my buskin Tread, 


my Elevation of Countenance, my Dignity be. 
Geſture; and expreflive Rotation of Eye-balls : In 
ſhort, all my Manner was burleſqu'd, and a mock . 


Pomp of Words, which were a Parody of Trage- 
'dy Saleh, and Pi/toPs Bombaſt run through the 


Character. —This I will fay, the Thing was fo well 
tim'd, and the Perſon who mimick' da me did it ſo 
well, that it ſucceeded far beyond any the leaſt in- 
trinſick Merit that was in it.— But where am I a- 

gain digreſfing ?—How. dye think I behav'd on 
this 8 ? I knew if there was any Thing 


ſmart upon me the Audience would A readily 
laugh at it, and indeed ata Rehearſal I thought 


ſome Things ſmart enough. — What then did I, 
but plae'd myſelf in one of the Side- boxes, in the 
full Frontof the Houſe, — e like Cib. 5 
| lers ſelf, 1 5 


1 „ IFN ER et | 3 93 


bla t to fland them all.» 


th #35 # 


ST Epilogue t to | 115 : 
Well, the Scene at, and on Pi Mal's appearing 


there was a thundering Clips. and all the Eyes in 


the Houſe converted on me; every Sentence that 
hit at ne, the Joke was eee by looking at 
me, who laugh'd as much at them, and the Poverty 
of the Authors Wit, as the Author or the Au- 


dience could poſſibly do at me, but ſcem'd only 
to join the Chorus, js! laugh for mere good Hu- 


mour. Towards the laſt Scene the Author had in- 


e a dale of theatric _— and one of the | 5 
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cf „ In the Year 1730 there were many Au- 


Papers with ingenious Epigrans, and fatirical 
Flirts at the unworthy Succeſſor. Theſe Papers 
my Friends put into my Hands with a wicked 

Smile, and deſired me to read them fairly in 

fl. > Company. This was a Challenge I never de- 


2 * put up . diſpos'd of. was 8 ! 


. | pray lay that afide for Ar. Piſtol, 1700 claim that 
y hereditary Right.— This immediate y put the 


e reſt to recommend them to the vacant laurel, 
* and who took it ill to ſee it conferred on a Co- 


< leaſt to ſhew Specimens of their ſuperior Preten- 


«6 tice, E alway read 
Wi 2 285 as of 52 bag "writ Fn wn; Rig 


Ne * gte 


1 1 


eract d Harp, and wither'd Crown of Bayes. —Up- 
on which a Character on the Stage reply'd, —Oþ! 


whole Houſe in a Var, —and Encore, "Za was 
all the Cry. Here the whole Pit ſtood up and 
Lok d at He join'd the laughing Encore, and 
in the Repetition of the low Witticiſm, clap'd hear- 
"iro This joining with the Humour of the Mul- 
titude,. could give them no Pleaſure ; and what 
ſignifies being a little ſevere on one's Self, to pre- 
vent other e 8 n ſo.— This was had Way 
of Thinking: 7 „ 
8 | hefuevit Pater e . 

2 his Art profound, this happy Thought, © 

A good, my modeſt Father taught. 

Tam always proud toſhew in what Steps 1 trodt 
3 the next quoted Paragraph. 


er thors, whoſe Merit wanted nothing but Inte- 


« median, inſomuch that they were reſolved at 


& ſions; and accordingly enliven'd the publick 


« clin'd, and to do m mo Antagoniſts Juſ- 
m with as much impar- 


3 1 5 
* FAIR woke 
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I was thus beſet on all Sides, out fteps a poeti- Ta 
ce cal Knight-Errant to my Aſſiſtance, who was 


4 hardy enough to publiſh ſome compaſſionate | 5 


« Stanza's in my Favour, Theſe, you may be 
te ſure, the Raillery of my Friends could ſay J had 
« written to myſelf. To deny it I knew would 
* haveconfirm'd their Suſpicion ; I therefore told 
« them ſince it gave them ſuch Joy to believe them 
my own, I would do my beſt to make the whole 
« Town think fo too. — As the Odneſs of this 
c Reply was, I knew, what would not be eaſily - 
“ comprehended, I defir'd them to have a Day's 
Patience, and I would print an Explanation to 


« it, To conchude, in two Days after I ſent this 


Letter, with ſome doggerel e at the 
“ Bottom.*<* | Mn 
nl e ek. 


7⁵ the Author of the Wh ben. Ev | 
SIR, 1 
4 HE verſes to the 1 in "ould 85. 92 
turday laſt, have occaſion'd the following 5 
8 Reply, which I hope you'll give a Place in your 
next, to ſhew we can be quick as well as ſmart, | 
c upon a proper Occafion : And as I think it the 
“ loweſt Mark of a Scoundrel to make bold with 
* any Man's Character in Print, without ſub- 
“ ſcribing the true Name of the Author; I there- 
ee fore Aer, if the Laureat is concern d enough 


„to ask the Qeſtion, that you will tell hi n 


«© Name, and where I live; till then I beg Leave 
© to be known by no other Name than Gab of, 


Your Servant, ” 5 
Fzaneis F AIBPLAY, 
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mmg Braſs thou dof? outſhiney 
To play! the dee 1 60 well.” _ 
3 . 5 


n hr thee 5 in lene 5 Part, „ 
But thinks thee ſuch a Rogu 3 
Aut! is not glad, with all his Hort, 
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| Bring thy proteZted Verſe rom car 
And try it on the . ee 


heres it will make much better Sport, 
And gat the Town | in Re 
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N ere Hifſmg's not unciuil, 


1 Fea their Partsto thy ee SY 
Kaen, tothe Deuil. a ta . 
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But Ab! in vain” gain theo uu, _ 1 

In vain thy Henſe ide maul l 5 a4 14 
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| Theis dogratl Merle 1 Have quoted; Wich ther 
ſame Deſign as thei Launeat pubHſhidithem' in his 
Apel, to ſhew- you his particular Caſt of Tem 
het, and eonſequently from what Fountain I have. 
deriy d mine. I cannot loſt this Opportunity of- 
mentioning: another Anal between us: As in 
our Tempers: there is a peculiar Similitude, ſo there 
is in our Faculties in Writing!“ He bas too b,, 
2 for 'that GorreSneſs uuioh others fer fo —_ 1 
4 Faluerons . and when he ſpeaks any Thing that if 
delights him he finds it difficult vo tren his Wards withiw . 
the Bounds- of common Senſe —— Even when he 
writes, the: ſame Failing. gers the better of him, and 
Ei that well-known Exp preſſion of ws e 
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Now have not I in all my Writings, ſhewn a tho- 
rough Diſregard for pedant Correctneſs: In all my 
SGßpeeches on the Stage, have not I, in the fullneſs 
of my Heart, broke through all Bounds of Common 


given many flat Writers Oecaſion to be briſk up- 


on my general 4 5 I was never ſo floridly happy 
2sͤ to make one lingle Expreſſion a Standard 15 
for ten Fears together: I never hit on a Verb 

', with: fo pleaſant an Accuſative after it, as could 


haue ſuch an Effect ; for wherever the Verb Our- 


vo coulli be bronghr. in, the pleaſant Accuſative Ou r- 
= DOING was ſure to follow it; and, Deries repetita 


laid of this very Sentence, that the pleaſant-Ac- 


cuſatius outdoing is Nonſenſe, as it is not Gram- 


3 mar But pray let me aſk ſuch Pedants, Is 


1 tere not a Licentid of a Duidliket Audendi, which 
All ęreat Cenius's claim? Let cold phlegmatic 


oy 


Writers, like dull Pack-horſes, keep to the bea- 


3 . ten Ph; Men of Fire and Spirit, like Nags that 


have Blood in their Veins, will bounce out of the 
© Road, ftart into full Speed, and ew their Mettle, 


Again: ———sit not a Characteriſtiek 


chat in the reading half a Page you are ſure of the 
- Author? Has not the great Bentie gone on in this 


SEetching the Style of che Authors, has he not ſaid 


he wrote? ——— Has he not ſaid. Aut fic 


mo periculo. Read thus at my Peril 


IJ + 1 ; j The ſame Method he has taken with Milton, _ 
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Erinciple, in all his moſt erudite Caſtigations ? 


of Horace and Terence, Sie ſcripſt.— Thus 


Fee,, . eons 


trigliſſe debuit. Or ſo he ſhould haye wrote? 


The 
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Te amount of all this is, if a fingitar Style is is 


Demonſtration of a Genius, Iwill venture, with- 
out any Infringement on Mode 


Writings: whic may perhaps raiſe a Smile. 
But what then; it is our Hap 
write ſuck Things ſeri 


— Senſe which. ſome. other Pe 
may 2 endow'd with. 


againſt me This were to be an Executioner in- 


ſtead of a Gentleman. Praiſe is a voluntary Tas 


paid by the Publick; they may chuſe whether they 


will pay it or not; but in the End Merit will 
eoniper them to it. 


To conclude 67 8 of all that I have 


aid, might as well been ſaid at firſt, in two Lines 


of a great Author, and which, in a ”_ Character 4 


I have often ſpoke with Applauſe. 

- py a] 5 * i fortuna me tormento, - e 
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 TTwo Lines in the Charater n e 


— 


[8 


, to affirm that 
the Cibberian Style is à Prbofe very remarkable 
Talents; and I know not but ſome future Critick 
2 quote, that to hit on a pleaſant Verb, followed 
by a pleaſant Accuſative, is a Mark of Excellence: 
Nor am I without Hopes, but that there are ſome 
rhetorical Boldneſſes in m Compoſitions, which 
may be admir'd by late 'Pofterity. —— . 
Now the Reader may think this is all faid with 5 
gerioſity . No, Mr. Cibber, eu. confeſſes that 
to outdo an Qutdoing is a vile Finghs.; nor can I deny 
that there may be ſome ſew Expreſfions-i in my 


pineſs though we 
ouſly, we can laugh at them 

Tater gd et g in to laugh; ank 

Mriters cannot do the fame, t _ | 

cople - 


If you write well, 
your '* Wart will go without Crutcher; or wquld 1 
Þ+-publichly put every Argument to Death that appears 
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She e, 's ae 8 . 4. hier, 1 
Voeurt, and the Amy. — Defign'd: for the Uni- 
vert. — Tt 00K to the Stage. Political 
Thoughts, ith many others, e ee e ee 
1 Reads Fab be. - ae. Ke.. Ae 
'F TER the Jon o Digteton” 2 Gini 
5 lin:the:-aſt Chapter, and the 'Truant which 1 
Nave ſo long play'd from Sdhool, Lam at a Loſs 
For an Aa to .addrefs-the Reader: Left my- 
dalf at: Mancheſter: geheeh mot making the — | 


ing, yet diſtinguiſhing mc by m__— = 


_ vellencies: My Father, to befure\ ſhadeſdmeigreat 
- Dyeguationscotme, af being. a Bybqp, or pethapsan 
 ffncb-bifhep, „„ for:the:Ghurch, as he 


"= 7 _ himſelfhad been intended. .——— But to OE 


us. dic Dis Valuore. Tointroduce 
Story din this third: Chapter, 41 . quote. the Ins 


| E] trod to his... W472 . 


8 46 Lam now come ©o thal-Criſt . Lie 
hen Fortune ſeem'd to be at a Loſs what the 
% ſhould do with me: Had ſhe-favour'd my Fa- 


13 2 thar's firſt Deſignation of me, he might then 


8e“ perhaps have had as ſanguine Hopes of 2 5 
%a iſhop, as I afterwards iconceiv*d-of: 
General: Nay, I had'a third —— 
„ ing an Underpropper of the State. How I came 
4 to be none of theſe, the Sequel will inform me i 


| Cf, 29 1 60 15 A 

My Father, as I befere kigted, bad conceiv 10d 9 
great eleven of me; but there was à Con- 
catenation of Things, which occafion'd me to fol- 
low th e the ſame Tr act which he had trod in before. 
was, not ected | into cheſter. College : All the 


. 1 - aſons y. not be altogether ſo proper to repeat: 1 

i 1 eee miſtook ay. Senſe 1 a Line in 

7 LE ann I + aa. Od a 

pi 8 due pi pur 6 e 
| Pes this Da T cannot think the making a 


falſe Comment on à Paſſage in a Heathen Author, 
ſhould bea Biccuiitßc tion for Ecclefiaſtic Prefer- 

ment, Be that however as it will, it was, 1 
think, about the Year 1720, when a Change of 

| Miniftry was happening at Zondon, and the Right 

_ Honourable Sir F about to make 

that illuſtrious Figure in Europe, which we have 
fince ſeen; while the Nation was in Eabour of ſuck 
A Produftion, my Affairs alſo were in Labour of 
ſome Event, when J happen d to be ſent up to Ln 
dam to my Father, to be turn'd looſe into the Buſtls 
ofthe World. At this Juncture you cannot 
but obſerve that the Fate of Sir R. V and T. C. 
were at the fame Time upon the Anvil: In'what # 
ſhape they would afterwards. appear was only Is 

Gueſs- work: What Characters we have ſince at: 4 # 

_ tain'd, all Europe knows in Regard ta Hin, al 1 
; Britain. i in Regard to Me. 

But # fill more remarkable Cxiſis happen'd to 
Mr. Col Cibber, on his Return from being a Can⸗ 
 didate for Wnmcheſter College” Fake his own ty: 608 
* The' Nation now fell in Labqur of the 

“ Revolution : The Prince of Orange was landed 

4 in the Ven; my Father was in Arms under the 

. Ty of 4 vie, b but I 2 into o his — 
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Wi 1 Mage hang b. that 
| Sir. R. Prine I naturally; 4 
Frime Miniſte 
. to meet with. 


de, and he return'd to Chatſworth, here he 


£1 08 the Prince of Orange, and that mint 2 
Being as myſelf, were at once upon e 


2 Lead of Plays and Anm 
s paſtoral Letters.” 


ge; and na | 
raid at. But T-cannet-farbear thinking that 
5 ee horn ongeſt rait d at, mult from 


11 eee bo Rp umſt⸗ 


— 5 'Y 
14 1 


'<« was at Work. At e Ci Ns. ames and 


n what Shape they would 1 15 come ou '"g 


= though a 20nd Gueſs migh ard one Was nat 


** then demonſtrable to the derpen Bo refight. — 


„ But, adds he, if one Month ſooner Thad been 
. the Unixerſity, ho knows but by this Time, 
25 5 purer: Fountain might have waſh'd. my 


rfections into a FAS Ls Writing {ins 


And 4050 tnows, if I pes l wel to the. 
©: der of Prieſthood, what a Fi igure might by 


> 
5 6 
0 A . 


: : this Time have made: Imight, We Writing 
Cut Garreſpondents, and Heiß G azetteens, have 


pennid C buractert of Queens, and {poke Speeches 


From. a Reverend Bench in Defence of Nine 1 Mi- 


Niſters:. 
Fou muſt now. conſider eat a Feripd of {Time 
fit produced-ſuch e e 
Which, as Ican now ju udge ef the | 


ence to the Nation. 


Whilegreat Men want great 
<< Poſts, r Motion: will never want ſeeming Pa- 
Miniſters but will be heartily 


ow an ſome Sort the Proof 
ance of * 


| Tm T2 55 
| bn nail at is an undubitable Opec af | 
wile pd Right ee 


| Miniſter, the ins 
1 Bee Exiſis of Fortune was de 8 g 
45 the | fare e Time, : 2 5 has been, the 10 M 


| be that ever manag' d the Affairs 
of this Nation Ne Gevithfiandiog. this Proof af 
Capacity, he and his Meaſures have been talk d of 
much in the ſame Manner as Mr. C..Cither poli- 
| tically remarks People did of King James and hi 
duct: It is incredible (ſays that Hiſtorian 4 : 
„ with what Freedom and Contempt the.comman 
4 People: in the open R pare Eg Jagged of his zoild 
* Meaſures, et we o the Vulgar ha no farther 
N Ne 972 Remedy for this vil, . 
by. fatisfy'd Preſumption that our: Numb Mbges wane 
* too great to be maſter'd by his mere Will and. © 
„ Pleaſure; that though 10 might be —— 
< for our Laws, yet he could never get the better - 
&« of our. Nature ; and to drive all England any 
ic Slavery, he would Sgt wot, be tao wag 
F/ Be a 
There are, I ſay, N nn nale ntent 11 rak 
enough to talk in this Manner of Sir R and 
lto uſe the above 2 i a ar pes who think 
themſelves too old Lions ts he tanght to dame... 
8 But 1 donꝰ t ſee how they can help it; for, to com- | 
pare this great. Man to what he has never yet been 
compar'd, he is like another OR PHEUus, 7 — can 
make theſe oli Liam move to the Taue he plays, and 
they mult dance, while he (uling another aof the 
Laureat's s Expreſſions) is the Fiddle of the Nation... . 
"Theſe are a few of my political Notions, 3 | 
which you may ſee what a fort of a Party-Man 
am; A 2 has Irawn me 


A 


2 
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| 3 5 WS 32 * 
| at any.” Time enar far out of m . I fl 
3 tter my elf 1 have kept a % Head abeue 
Nr. And it is 2 ſolid Net, how idfignih- 
cant foever T may ſeem, that T have made Onea 8 
mong many others, who have wrote Papers; a1 1 | 
' Pamphlets, to prove the happy, Effects of this pre; 
fent Adminiſtration. Thus may I be a0 
to have become, in Reality „an Underpropper of the | 
boar) which. my Father, mol getting a Place i in 
the f Secretary's Qfice, never arriv'd at. ox 
But to'recover the Clue of my Hiſtory: I Was 
tow come from Winche * to London, to turn out 
into the Bu/t]e of the World, in which, according 
tio my Rank of Life, I have made more Buſtle than 
. arty one before me: My Father did not know well 
Wat to do- with me; for I had ſo remarkable a 
Genies that 5 Was fit for any Thing, and yet fit 
for nothing. In" this F of his Reſolution, 
being a n bath T wanted to know ſome- 
thing of the World, which Knowledge I ſoon, at- 
rags began to run into the B -d Gallan- 
ies of a Man of Mode: In ſhort, I thought my- 
If à very pretty Fellow. . The clear Emanations of 
15 1 ſtruck me. into a Rega ard for the fair Sex, 
dimat had ſomething ſofter chan profound Reſpect⸗ 
T could not reſiſt its Power, Which i is efficacious on 
all; for Beaaty, like the Sun, ſbines into equal 
Warmth, the Peaſant and the Courtier : So good a 
Faſte my firſt hopeful Entrance into Manhood 
ſet out with ——* My Father had the ſame Kind 
of 1 which. was ready to be ſtore into Warmth, 
and. omly il e that CY be was 
* | waxing 
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* — 
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of Marlborough, in the oͤf the evolution, 
theſe Ts Wore, Some Ne ant et — 
Theſe two W ords' only, that very, ſingle Soy 
Eres, pon his Senſes, which were fete into kis 
es, by the car Emanation of her Beauty. 
is gay, Spirit of mine gave ſome Uneaſineſs to 
ul other; hut my Father Jaugh'd at it, as 
aſing Recordation of himſelf: Tel hear of ſome 


| ain, vouthful Sallies, which were the Effects af 


t Spirits, and into which none but your great 
Go 4 run; to ſee an honeſt Boldneſs or modeſt 
Aſſurance in Countenance and Speech, w lieh none 
but Men conſcious of Merit have. This mut 
Eights pleaſing Recordation of Mind; Lg 

t ere yery out with Extaſy, - 
71 APE) + Fr 
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10 L dt ben tears mire. of aFtive Life main, | 
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715 to liue Nuice, 75 ; he Life you bd” 05 
Auin lud cur. Ken 2 SON ou "bred. ee 
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Orthus: 3 TR 25 N 
hoes ee — Twice the 25 ate aj, 
6 fee the ſame flill pracrib d by this Boy. 
dt this Interval of Ulleneſs, ſome view —* 


Ditto, for this Relation Phan... 
= to d Cibber” 6 Life, — 


r 


e were re ſt. before my Eyes, as the Army or 9 


The Army I Ta tolerably ; nay, ſo 
N that 1 —. — took upon myſe fol, and was 


| Nas com plimented by my Companions, with the 


s of Caplain. And it is with ſome: Plea- 


Jure Thear myſelf call'd the young Captain to this 


But a- "mall Commiſſion, however more 


| Honourable | it might ſeem, I began. to know was 


not ſo profitable as the Profeflion of an Actor: 
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And though my Father, at the Revolution, had 
| Thoughts of 1 — — a General-Officer, Things 
were now chang'd; and I have: often. bleſs'd, my 
Sͤtars for my preferring the Theatre to the Camp; 

E. that I have been a Heroe, ſtrutted with a . 


den Truncheon, nodded Command to Roman. 
Sons, and old Brieiſpb Bands. In the Army 1 


might. have ſtill trail'd a Lieutenant's Half-pike, 
3 Warters, Hv'd inglorious; 
por Yearspacific! roll'd revolving-round ; the Spirit- 
ſtirring Drum, the Earpiercing Fife, alt . Pride, 
Pomp, Circumſtance of glorious War have long d 


and in ſome Co 


been loſt in Peace, which long Farewel have told 
the Soldier's Occup 


2 
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8 n loſt, . Twason the | 
Stage alone I promis d myſelf much Pleaſure, much 
Income, and much Reputation: Nor is a 
theatric Profeſſion ſo contemptible as ſome affect 
to think. © Was à little fooliſh: Prejudice laid a- 
„ fide, * Mr.. G. Cibber truly ſays, that 3 a 
wel- born younger Brother, and Lo 
of low Fortune would gladly have adoxn'd he | 
«Theatre, who, by their not being able to-brook + 
* & ſuch Diſhonour to their Birth, have paſs'd away 
23 ES, \£<-Lives decently. -unheeded. and forgotten.” In 
: | hart, it is better: to de this or A on the . 


ſo * 
\.. 
> a 
Weg? * r nes ct rs . Neat n E r e EO — een 
_ * 3 ** 
N . 1 5 2 J 


EEE ˙ d os Mi" 2 2 2 2 


. a ae m SO Ä—‚‚ . oa aa M0 


e 
0 
8 
e 


1 er 


1 „ 


dg 


o o Be Bb I cn ne” 


{87 „ 
iv: you get bandforaly by it, than'live. in 2 any De- 
gree of Ignominy or not Ignominy off from it; 
that is, there is no Ignominy on the Stage, or, if 
you will, the Stage is above Ignominy. * q 

See this Period: 1 remember (fays Mr. Cib- 
ber *) a Lady with a real Title, whoſe female 
&: Indiſcretions had oceaſion'd her Family to a- 
& bandan her, being willing to make an honeſt 


penny of what Beauty ſhe had left, deſir d to 
be admitted an Actreſs: Her Relations oppas'd 
& jt for Reaſons. eaſy to be gueſs'd at: It was not. 
ee our, Intereſt to make an honourable Family our 
2664 Enemies, and ſhe was refus d. Here you find 
4 her honeſt Endeavour to get Bread from the 


& Stage, (i. e. to make an honeſt Penny of her 
Beauty) was look d on as an, additional Kandel 8 
* 80 rd former Diſhonour; ſo that I am afraid, _ 


0 had the Lady ſold Patches and Pomatum in A 
.& Band-Box 4 — Door to Door, ſhe might have 


* farv'd with eſs Hfumy, than reliev'd. her Ne- 
* ceffity by being famous on the Stage In 
ſhort, tis 20 Ignominy. to be 7 Damaiſelte d Flgir | 
in a Theatre. — 

But notwithſtanding all I have faid,” and my 
Father before me, the Profeſſion of a Player ſtill 
continues, as by his Memoirs I find it has alway Snag 5 
to Qual Ka by Ki © .Gentlemen and People of 

ty in no Eſteem; and many putrage- 
ous G lui bare Ben committed by Perſons, who. 
would de thou 4 Gentlemen, on 2 whom 
ke dar'd not have uſed fo in any other Place but 
heatre. But theſe Inſulters of Audiences, 
well as Players, arc not to be ruPd, there is no 


een With them; they are all 1 3 . 
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5 own Perſon, make you the. | 
W nel ly. pag Her e 5 
Fend you a good. Deliverance, — 


£363 


Liberty and Men, 3 out to de- 
fend their; Magna Charta, of doing what they. will 
in 4 Theatre. This Uſage of Players, Mr. "Cidber 
ſays, *© keeps young People of Senſe from coming, 
cc n the- Stage; 3. they fear entering; into a Society, 
6 whoſe Inftitution-if not. abuſed, is an t 


| of - Morality : But alas! as SH 


«- hure thus Place where into 
% Hul ' Things intrude ne 


And really the Abuſe of l 72 8 


þ are 9 


be it a8 great as it will, by acting indiſcreetly in 


their private Lives, it is not greater than the A+: 


buſe that thoſe-noiſy W it by their 
publick Difturbances: L cannot ap —_ wha . 
mtional Authority this Society. iff th 4 


of theatrical Mamers can plead; to call an Actor to 


755 an Account on the Stage for what he has done 
off it: Would any Judge e leſs Regard. for a 


Counſel or's. Argument at the ae may may 


. en e even a had Man:at home 


it is otherwiſe at our theatric: Bar . Fre 


ow ment; our Judges: are alſo Pars. and like likewiſe 
ou aptly there. net: as 


equtjoners ; and though 


* 


put 


| ©; Rut Im may ſay 

| What I will againit Shel: uni .unjuſt, uplimited Inſults, 

| yet the, Player. who. er Meh. 2 Caprice of 

E. ppblick Diſpleaſure,. mal d bel 4 gre 7 e 
gf aut, the Storm as well as he. is alle. 


I would here Teak of Tune Sora w ich 
earl In, 1 A ves 


debe 2 fn you 


Reformatioe | 
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But that Anecdote will fall under my Pen. in 4 


ſubſequent Chapter : To conclude this; the View 


of riſing ſome Time or other to live in that mo- 
diſh Affluence, jovial Gaiety, and ſeeming Im- 


portance, in which my Father and | ſome - others : 


ſaw liv'd, was the flattering Light by which I_ 


ſteer' d my Courſe: Such Temptations were too 
ſtrong for ſo warm a Vanity as mine to reſiſt; 
on the Stage I came, being enter'd, according to 
my Merit, at a very low-Salary ; and now, gentle 
and moſt candid Reader, your Curioſity is from 
thence to expect a farther Account of me. 


** 
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The Author follows Ar. Colley Cibber's Method of 


5 


Actors, from the Reſtoration to the Revolution. 
Heir Characters. 


. 
C > 


of Mr, C. Cibber's peculiar Manner of . 
torical Narrations, I hope the Reader will not 


think frequent Digreſſians from my own Actions 7 A 


and Life, any Way inconſiſtent; for though I 


have only promis'd an Account of the material 


Occurrences of the Theatre during my own Dime, 


yet a ſhort Hiſtory of the Theatre, from the | 


Reftiration to the Revolution, and from thence to 
the preſent Year 1740, may be worth more No- 
tice than giving the Publick an Account of my 
youthful Adventures, for which, little Apolgy, 1 
am afraid, can be made. As in an Account ef 
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this Nature I cannot make uſe of my own Knowe | 
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5 Welles and Judgment, I muſt claim the Privilege 
Of all Hiſtorians, of having Recourſe to thoſe Au- 
thors Who have treated on the Subject before: 
Nor hall I omit that Part, which modern Hiſ- 
tory is much founded on, Oral Traditzon : To 
| theſe 1 hall add ſuch Intelligence as I could collate 
from ſuch ancient Records as ſtill remain in the 
Arebives of the Theatre. But though I may ſeve- 
rally uſe all theſe Aids, the chief Support which I 
mall rely on, will be the Memoirs which Mr. C. 
Cibher has, with great Authenticity and Judgment, 
collected; and I ſhall alſo give a faithful Abſtract | 
of his Theatrical Characters, becauſe they will lead 
you into a clearer View of ſome modern ones, 
which I myſelf, at a due Lime and Place, ſhall 
venture to pourtray:- - - Before I enter on this 


g i Undertaking, I muſt premiſe, that many are the 


inimitable Beauties in Stile, in Thought, and 
Manner of the great apologetical Original, which 
my Compendium will not allow me to introduce; 
However the Reader may depend, my Abſtract 
from it ſhall be ſo ee that I will E 


. bim t the 1 
5 Quinta pars fa Nettaris, 


. very Duinteſſence of his NzcTar. 2 


| 400 this Chapter ſhall be, as it were, Nas in 
Muce. The Thad in a Nutchell. - - Without 
1] farther Preface or Apology. | 
' FF het Civil Warwhich was begun . King 
95 Chants. the F irſt, i in Defence of his Prerogative, : 
and. his People, i in Defence of their Freedom, in- 
troduced; at Length, all the Effects of Anarchy: 
| Bien Thing that was truly good and virtuous 
©, was,nolonger in Eſteem: Thoſe pious Schools of 
Ef Mares, e Playhouſes, were no longer ſuffered ; 
55 | the 
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us Stage fell with e en and the Vary of the 
Land with the Actors of the Theatre: But as it 
fell with Monarchy, it was with Monarchy reſt- 
or'd ; for at King Charles the 2d's Reſtoration, 
two Patents were granted, one to Sir William 
D'avenant ; and the other to Henry Killegrew, Eſqs 
according to Mr. Cibber's Account, or to Mr. 
Thomas Killegrew, according to the Relation of 
that Thratric Annaliſt, John Downes, \ the old 
Prompter. The Company under Sir Miliam 
D'avenant, ſays Mr. Cibber, were call'd the King's 
Servants,. and acted at the Theatre Royal in Drury 
Lane; the other the Duke's Company, who acted 
at the Duke's Theatre in Dorſet Garden: But 
Mr. * Downes: ſays, that on the Reſtorations : 
the ſcattered Remnant of ſix Playhouſes, which 
< ſubſiſted in King Charles the Fir/*s Time, upon 
the Reſtoration fram'd a Comp pany, and acted 
again at the Bull Pla houſe, built them a new 
ce Theatre in Gibbor”s 2 Court in Clare-MAar- 
& Ze, in which two Places they continued acting 
all 1660, 166r, t662; and Part of 1663. In 
„this Time they built tbem a new Theatre in 
* Drury-Lane, Mr. Thomas. Killegrew gaining a 
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4 Patent from the King, in order to create them 2 


the King's Servants, and from that Time they 

call'd themſelves, his s TY s Company of Co- 

* mediansin Drury- | 

_ As to the Company. aQing under Sir William. 

*avenant, Downes gives this particular Account 
of its firſt Riſe and going to Dorſet Garden. 
In the Year onethoufand fix hundredand fifty= 
" nine N Mank marching then. his Army 
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1 Tn wrote an {Mio of the ct curing hizown Tims 
call 281 nail Anglicanus,. 125 
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4. out of Setlend i to Londen, Mr. Rhodes, a Book- 
40 ſeller, being Wardrobe Keeper formerly, as I am | 
00 inform'd, to King Charles the Finſi's Company 
c of Comedians i in Black-Fryars, getting a Licenſe 
e from the then governing State, fitted up a 
% Houſe for acting, call'd the Cockpit, in Drury- 
Lane, and in a ſhort Time compleated his 
ig Company. 
« In this Interim, Sir William I avenait 
55 a Patent from the King, and opened a 
ouſe in Lincolus- Iun- Niels, with new Scenes 
C and Decorations, being the firſt that were ever 
3 introduced into England; where they continu- 
ed to a& till the Vear 1671, when they open'd 
by a new Theatre in Dorſet-Garden, and 8 d 
1 from Lincolns- Inn- Fields, thither. 
The Reader cannot but obſerve ſome Difference 
In theſe two great Hiſtorians; to ſhew my faith- 
ful Attachment to Truth J have pea both Ac- 
counts; 5 and, gentle Reader. 


Urrum Herum Mavis Aae. 


Of the King 's Company, about ten were put 
| bo the Royal "Houſhold Eftabliſhment, having 
each ten Yards of ſcarlet Cloth, with a proper 
Qvantity of Lace allow d them for Liveries; ; and 


= m the Warrants from the Lord Chamberlain they 


were ſtil'd Gentlemen of the Great Chamber. 
Both theſe Companies were in high Eſtimation ; 
the long Interdiction of Plays had given freſh 
Appetite to ſuch Repreſentations ; beſides, before 
now no Actreſſes had been ſeen on the Stage. The 
ChataQters of Women, in Theatres, were per- 
form'd by Boys, or young Men of the moſt effe- 
minate Aſpect: And what Grace, or Maſter- 


| 105 — Action can We conceive ſuch ungain 


"Ine 


ys A 4 


Hoydens to haye been capable of? Theſe two 5 


themſelves, which was, that no Play acted at 


Degradation of the preſent, Theatres, by the En- 


„ ſoon feel the Town has enough of them: Hence 


“ ſcarce, and undaunted Criticks ſo plenty, I am 4 


s ſeveral Theatres, will amount to the ſame Va- 


„would have #wo Puddings and two Legs of Mut-- 
ton for the ſame Dinner. | 


But to reſume the Thread of this Hiſtory. 
8 r for ſome Time, till their Variety of 


„ Plays began to be exhauſted; then of Courſe 
he better Actors, which the King's ſeem to 
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Theatres had another advantageous Rule, mide by 


one Houſe ſhould ever be attempted at the 
other : This prevented a Satiety of the ſame Plays, - 
and kept up the Pleaſure which might otherwiſe 
grow languid. - - For what Pleaſure is not lan- 
guid to Satiety ? - = The Neglect which has been 
Fad, ſor ſeveral Years paſt, to this Management, 
Mr. C. Cibber thinks is the Occaſion of the 


tertainments they exhibit; * for when Plays are 
„ hackney'd out to the common People indiffe- 
“ rently at any Theatre, the beſt Actors will 


he proves a Plurality of Playhouſes detrimental, to 
the Stage, unleſs a proportionable Number of good 
Authors could riſe to give them all different Em- 
ployments : But while good Writers are ſo 


& afraid a good Play and a blazing Star will be 
% equal Rarities: This indulging the Taſte with 
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“ riety as an Oeconomiſt would ſhow, Who 
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Though this Simile has been inſerted in many- 
a Twopenny Jeſt-Book, yet, as it is admirably 
„I have again ventur'd to quote it. 
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„ FTheſe two excellent Companies were both 
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e have been allow d, could not fail of drawing 
<* greater Audiences, Sir Miliam D'avenant, 


% therefore, Maſter of the Duke's Company, in- 
6 troduced Muſick to Action, and a new Species 


cc of Plays, call'd, Dramatick Opera's, 1 


muſt here obſerve Mr. Cibber ſays Sir William was 


Maſter of the Duke's Company, though in a Page 
before he faid they were the, King's : This Inad- 
vertence ariſes from his not rightly counting ox E, 
TWO: But he has too bold a Dil-ecard for Cor- 
rectneſs, which others ſet a Value on It is with a 


 Httle Compunction that I made this Remark, yet, 


Amicus SOCRATES, Amicus PLATO, ſed magis 


This ſenſual Supply of Sight and Sound, 
< coming into the weaker Party, they grew too 
, hard for Senſe and ſimple Nature; for more 
People can ſee and hear than think and judge: 
4 This Change of Taſte fell heavy on the King's 


. Company ; they. had Truth on their Side, and 


2 6 


e n can 


* 
e K 


Praiſe for their Action; but tis co/d Comfort 


<c hardly give it a Soup Maipre.. - --, In'this 
Rivalſhip of the two Houſes, | Mohum and Hart 


a 


| growing old, and the young Actors impatient 


1 to get into their Parts, and intractabe, the 


% Audience likewiſe falling off at both Houſes, 


78: the two Companies were. united into . one, 


„ ers uf e , p. 57. f Doetunes's Reſeius Anglicaunw 


< excluſive of all others, in the Year 1684. or 
according to Downes's Chronology, '82. - This 
Union, ſays the Apologiſt, was however ſo much 
in Favour of the Dube's Company, that Hart 


0 + 


| leſt the Sage upon it. The old Prompter fays, | 
1 Upon this Union, Mr. Hart, being the 
3 „„ „ „ f 
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_ 1 Mr.'Colley Cibber begins his Account of the 
actors from his entering upon the Stage 1690, 
which were the Remains of what was call'd the 


Company, Whom he allows to have been their 
duperiors: I ſhall, therefore, in this Apology. for ny 


to the Purpoſe. | . | | 2 


. 11 oe 
« Fart of the Company under Mr: Killegrew's 
“ Patent, never ated more by Reaſon of his 
« Malady, being afflicted with the Stone and 
©« Gravel, of which he died ſome time after, 
« having a Salary of forty Shillings a Week to the 
% Day of his Death.” | e 
One Theatre was now in Poſſeſſion of the 
whole Town, and the united Patentees impoſed 
their own Terms on the Players: The Actors, 
who have always as quick a Senſe of Injuries, and 
as high and glorious a Love of Freedom as any 
People whatever, appeal'd for Redreſs to the 
Lord Chamberlain, who was then my Lord Dar- 
ſet, who finding their Complaints juft, procured 
from King William, in 1695, a ſeparate Licenſe 
for Mr. Congreve, Mr, Betterton, Mrs. Barry, 
Mrs. Bracegirdle, and others, to ſet up a new 
Company, calling it the New Theatre in Lincolns- 
Inn- Fields; and they opened it the laſt. Day of 
MY 5, with a new Comedy, call'd, Love 
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Duke's Company, but is quite ſilent as to the King 


= be bold enough to ſupply that Defe& in the 
Apology for his: It may be faid perhaps, . bat, 
I this apologizing for pour Lives 2. - Well, Sir 


The Company acting under Mr. Killegrew con- 
ſiſted of the follewing Actors and Actreſſes: a = 


3 © 
11 

* 1 

* 


Mr. Burt. | Mrs, Hughes. 
Mr. Cartwr _. 355 


Mr. Chet Ame into this Con 


— 


a "x 3 MEN. hen po W OM E N. 
Mr. Theophilus Bird, «4. ies. Carg,.' 


Mr, Hart, [Mrs. Marſball, 
F 
. An 


And ſometimes after 


Mr. lun, 4 


Mr, Dram, | Mrs. Boutell, */ 
Mr. Winterſell, | Mrs, Ellen Owi 


Grin, Miro, Famer, * 
Mr. Goodman, | Mrs. Natter, 
Mr. Lyddell, 


Mrs. Knight. + 


: _._ -_ *Pheſe Actors ind A e we profeſſedly ex- | 


ceellent, and who could have been no Initators 
bdut all Originals, for which Reaſon it may be 
much doubted if they have been ſince equall'd : 
It is impoſſible for me to give an Account of their 
Peerfections after the elaborate Manner Mr. Cibber 
has of ſome others who ſucceeded them ; but if any 


Regard is to be paid to the Judgment of the Au- 


diences and Authors of their Time, they muſt 
have excell'd highly in Parts which we ſee them 


caſt to in the beſt Plays of that Time. Hart was 


the Standard to which AMountford and Wilks en- 
. 5 deavourꝰ d, and with great Su cceſs, to arrive at; 

5 yet are faid not 1 to attain it. Mohun 
_ _ was form'ꝭd for an artful Sterneſs in Tragedy, and 


had great Talents in Comedy : He-was the ori- 


inal Ventidius in Mr. Drydems All for Love, and 


was eminent for the Volpone of Ben Johnſon, Mrs. 
Marſball, Mrs. Ellen Gwin, and Mrs. Bauteil were 


._ equally admired in Tragedy and Comedy. To 
ive the Reader, who has any Knowledge of 
l heatric Performances the beſt Idea J am able of 


theſe 


ths 


theſe” Actors, 1 will tranſcribe the Caſt ort two or 
three Plays, in which they peculiarly excelld, and 
which ſtill continue to be acted on the Stage. 


1 The F O K. 
Vine. Major Mabun. 
Mes. „ Mr, Hart. 
C orbatchio, - 25 Mr. Cartwright. 
Joltore, —— . Mr. Shatterell. 
 Corvioa — - Mr. Burt, 
Sir Politick Wat abe, me Lacy. 
: Peregrine, - -= - Mr. Kynaſton. 


Lady Wau db „ » Mrs. Corey. 
Celia, . Mrs. Marſhall. 


OTHELLO. 


= 2 | 

Mr. Gartwr 

Mr. Burt. * 
Major Mohun. 
Mr, Shatterell. 


, Mrs. Rater. | 


Een Ess Ex. 


The Earl of Efer, Mr. Clark. 

The E. of Southampton, Mr. Gri 3 
Lord Burleigd. Major hun. 
Queen Elizabeth, Mrs. Gwin, 


I come now to peak of, in the ſame tranſitory 
Manner Sir /iliam D'avenant's Company, and 
of the Perſons who compos d it. Mr. Rhodes, as 1 
 mention'd before, form'd a Company, of which - 
| *y following: Names OO 1 
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MEN. Theſe Six actec 
Mr. Bettertm, | m_ 9 N S Parts. 
5 8 I | | Fo na Pon, | 
1221 1 ee 
JJ © oo” 
_ Unaerhill, William Betterton, 
Turner, © 5 MAaſey, 
JJJJJVVVVVVVVVVVVVV - |” ag | 
On Sir Willam D'avenant's getting a Patent 
from the King, and forming this odd Band into 
a more regular Manner, he took in theſe following 
Mr. Harri, Mr. Sandford, 
nir. e, Mr. Medbourne, 
Mr. Richards, | Mr. Young, 
Mr. Blayden, | Mr. Norris. 
JJ Cd nnd 
To theſe he added the follow ing Actreſſes, the four 
Arſt of which he boarded in his own Houſe. 
Mrs. Davenport, | Mrs. Davies, 
Mrs. Saunderſon, Mrs. Long. 
Mrs. Gibbs, | Mrs. Holden, 
Mrs. Norris, ; | Mrs. Jennings. 
Thus this Company ftood in the Year 1662 but 
having loſt ſeveral of the Actors by Death, and 
ſonie by Love, it was recruited in the Year 1673; 
by Mr. Anthony Leigh, Mr. Jevon, Mr. Percival 
and Mr. Milliams, who came in a Boy, 
and ſervd Mr. Harris; and Mr. Boman, a Boy 


| likewiſe: Among the new Women were Mrs. 


Barry, Mrs. Currer, Mrs. Butler, and others. 


AA bough 1 _ ſeem impertinently prolix, yet, 


| | | | | B ſome, | 1 6 
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atric Chronology will be thought 
Dn #12 ot 


it 


nyt 


not unneceſſary; and it is, in fact a proper es 


duction to that Part of Theatrical H iſtory, which 
Mr. C. Cibber has very copiouſly related, and of 


which I ſhall here give a Sort of an Abſtract; 


for this, with my own Account, will make a per- 


fet Compendium of Stage H. * 3 Thus he | . 


writes - - 


ein the: 1670, when I firſt came into this 
Company, the prignipal Actors the 1 the Ss 


of it were. 


Of ME N. 
Mr. Betterton, 
Mr. Mount ford, 


Mr. Kynaſton, 


Mr. Sandford, 


Mr. Notes, 
Mr . Leigh, 


Mr. Under hill, and 


1 


my 


FJ 


Of W O M E N. 
Mrs. Betterton, | 
Mrs. Barry. 


Mrs. Leigh, 


Mrs. Butler, 


Mrs. Mount ford, and 77 


Mrs. i 


«© Betterton was an Addor as  Shakefrear was an 


« Author, both without Competitors, form'd for 
the mutual Aſſiſtance, and Illuſtration of each 


<« other's Genius: The one was born only to 
&« ſpeak what the other only knew to write : 
“ But to give a more clear Idea of him: You 
have ſeen a Hamlet, perhaps, who, on the firſt 
8 « tel Inv of his Father's Spirit, has thrown 


4 . e 2 He e it with 1 2 of 


„ + 


* mute Amuſement, then riſing ſlowly to a ſolemn 
** trembling Voice, he made the Ghoſt equally 
y bs mm to the * as to himſelf; and in the 


as * deſcriptiyg L 


8 „ himſelf into all the n N re- 


£481 


* deſeriptive Part of the natural Emotions which 
| * the ghaſtly Viſion gave, the Boldneſs of his 
4 Expoſtulations were ſtill govern'd by Deceney ; ; 

L manly, but not braving ; his Voice never ri- 
* ſing into that ſeeming Outrage, or wild De- | 
© * fiance of what he naturally rever'd. 


c A farther Excellence Betterton had was, that 
r he could vary his Spirit to the different Cha- 
< raters heated : Thoſe wild impatient Starts, 


| © that fierce and faſhing Fire which he threw 


5 


« into Hotſpur never came from the unruffled 
« Temper of Brutus, (for T have ſeen, more 


i thanonce, a Brutus as warm as Hotſpur,) When 
“ the Betterton Brutus was provok' d in his Diſpute 


4 with Caſſius, his Spirit flew only to his Eye; 


his ſteady Look alone ſupply'd that Terror 


* yphich he diſdaind an Intemperance of Voice 


8 ſhould riſe to. Thus with a ſettled Dignity of 
- ©. Contempt, like an wnheeding Rock he repelbd 


e upon himſelf the Form of Caffius Perhaps the 


Words of Shakeſpear will better let you into 
. my Meaning. 


125 I give Way ns of Bhatt 


. Shalll be : Frighted when a Madman res * 


« And alittle aſter: | 
' There is no Terror Caſſius in your Lacks, Kc. 


3 


© But with whatever Strength of Nature we ſee 


tc the Poet ſhow, at once the Philoſopher and the 


* Hero, 785 t the Image of the Actors Excellence, 
. nguage old put Colours into our 
„ Words to paint the Voice with, | 


4e unleſs 


Et fs vis Similem pingere, pinge Sanum, 


« is an Impoſfbili 


530% n theſe Gena, peſhewedan extra- 
3 7  vrdmary 


a OO www w > 


fa =», (d 24 wo 


TT. — 
'© — 1 
* — \ 


. 


a ao. 


ge | 


. | 
& ordinary Power in blowing ALEXANDER inte 4 
« Blaze of Admiration, yet the furious Fuſtian, and 
« turged Rants in that Character he was ſenſible 
« pain'd a falſe Applauſe only; for he thought no 
« Applauſe equal to, an attentive Silence; that 
te there were many Ways of deceiving an Audi- 
e ence into a loud one, but to keep them huſh'd _ 
& and quiet was an Applauſe which only Trutk 

& and Merit could arrive at. But if Truth and 
« Merit were only applauded, how many noiſy 


Actors would ſhake their Plumes with Shame, 


« ho, from an injudicious Approbation of the 
% Multitude, have 3 baw'd in the Place 
« of Merit.  Betterton.had a Voice of that Kind 
“ which gave more Spirit to Terror than to the 
e ſofter Paſſions, of more Strength than Melody =, 
< The Rage and Jealouſy of Othello became him, 


| © better than the Sighs and Tenderneſs of Caſtalio; 


for though in Caſtalio he only excelPd others, 

<« in Othello he excel d himſelf. The Perſon of 
this excellent Actor was ſuitable to his Voice 3 
& more manly than ſweet ; not exceeding the 
middle Stature; inclining to the Corpulent; 


of a ſerious, penetrating Aſpect; his Limbs 


< nearer the athletick than the delicate Propor- 
“tion; yet, however form d, there roſe, from the 
Harmony of the Whole, a commanding Mein 
of Majeſty, which the fairer-fac'd Darlings of his 
Time ever wanted ſomething to be Mafters of. 
The laſt Part the ated was Moelantius in the 
ho Maids Tragedy, for his own Benefit, when be- 
ing ſuddenly ſeiz d with the Gout, he ſubmitted, 
by extraordinary Applications, to have his Foot 
ſo far reliev'd that he might be able to walk on 
the Stage in a Slipper rather than wholly diſap- 
point his Audience: — obſer /d that | 


&. to have exerted a more than ordinary Spirit, 
e and met with a ſuitable Applauſe ; but the un- 
& happy Conſequence of tampering with his Diſ- 
t temper was, that it flew into his Head and kill'd 
2. Him in three Days, in the 74th Year of bis 
« Ape, bi bog Bop: 1, . | 
This is the chief Account which Mr. Citer 
gives of Betterton ; he has indeed interpers d ſeveral 
| Fricatric Obſervations, which amount to no more 
than they who torite can't read, and they who read 
can't act: Mr. Dryden could not read his own 
Anmpbitrien; yet Nat. Lee read his Scenes fo well, 
that Mohuncry'd out. Unleſs I were able to 
PLAY Part as well as you READ it, to what 
Purpoſe ſhould T take it ? ——— Yet Nat. Lee at- 
ſtempted to be an Actor, but ſoon left the Stage in 
& * deſpair of making a profitable Figure there. | 
= © T could, on this Head, add ſeveral curious Anec- y 
Altes of my own, and from Experience in the Stage 
Alffairs prove, that as ſome who write can't read, 
Io there are others who read that can't write; and 
yet ſome who can both read, act, and torite, —— 
ow far indeed theſe reading, writing, acting 
Quali ffcations may be conjoin'd in one and the 
that of Mr. Colley Cibber, will be ſome humble 
Eind of wee, page of Some indeed may think, 
That by theſe Memoirs we may blaze to Pofterity in 
2 ludicrous Luſtre, and that our Obſervations and 
Digreffions /tenify, roundly, Nothing, yet to the 
Drum of the Ear will T as roundly rattle, DT 
 **4 Ficofror thy Criticiſm, vile Wight, 
You ſay we Print 3 yet e Mite. - | @ 
A myſelf I, and Father print indeed, „ 5 


But what aue print we wrote, and what 108 wrott p 
| © wy BL Jol read, M . . — But 5 
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15 ng But halt a little, ——— I had ſomething to __ 
ſay on the above Deſcription of Betterton: It may 
be in the greateſt Part, or even in the whole, juſt; 


yet is it not carrying the Elogium too far, to 


think, nor Hart, nor Mohun, nor any in their 

Company, nor ſome before them equal'd him, per- 
haps ſurpaſs d him? Mr. C:bber ſays none has ſince 
arriv'd at his Perfections; this very poſſibly may 
be, yet very likely every ſucceeding Age will chin 
in the ſame Manner of other Actors: As Mr. 


Hart and Mobuns Excellencies were forgot by 


Education. 


By Education moſt Mas are mh, 
e fo believe becauſe we fo were bred; 


The Prieft continues what the Nurſe begun, 2 
And thus the Child impoſes on the Man. 

But really Betterton, beſides his Excellencies of 

Nature and Fudement, uy other great. Advan- 
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Degrees, Mr.  Bzttertor's aroſe ; when his fail'd P 
by his Death, Mr. Booth was thought to be a very | 
great Succeſſor : In ſhort, they who remember 
Betterton, ſhake their Heads at. Booth ; they that 

are in full Memory of Booth, with pitiful Scorn ſee” 
ſome modern Performers, who, half a Century 
*bence, may be highly admir'd in their Turn, in 
Prejudice to“ New Adepts in the Profeſſion: This, 
ſay what you will, is a prejudice of Nature, tko 
Impreſſions we firſt receive are ſo deeply affecting, 
that even, having Judgment afterwards, it impoſes 
on it: Prejudices in theatrical Affairs are as im- 
perceptibly got, and as obſtinately maintain'd as 
thoſe in Religion ; and we may ſay of the firſt Re- 
preſentation we ſee, what Dryden ſays of our firſt 


2 bor (Ros he is call'd an Original, he had 
ſeen all the o Players, who were very excellent, 
And thoſe were remembered who were Originals of 


,.. Shakeſjear. What Aid ſuch Remembrance 


might be, take from the following Anecdotes. 
the Part of Hamlet was perform'd by Mr. Ber- 
* ferten; Sir William D'avenant having ſeen Mr. 
Taylor of the Black-Fryars Company act it, who 
was inſtructed by the Author, Mr. Shakeſpear, 
* taught Mr. Betterton in every Article of it, 
< which, by his exact Performance of it, gain'd 


= him Eſteem and. Reputation ſuperlative to all 


Thus again this ancient, but faithful Memoiriſt 
delivers himſelf concerning the Play of Henry the 
r ay oo 


„ The Part of the King was all new cloath'd 
*& in a proper Habit, and ſo right and juſtly done 
"ec by Mr. Betterton, he being inſtructed in it by 
4 Sir William Navenant, who had it from old Mr. 
*<. Lotuen, that had his Inſtructions from Mr, Shate- 
ear himſelf, that E dare and will aver, none 
*& can or will come near him in this Age, in the 
4 Performance of that Part“... 

Ihe Reader will abſerve, that in theatrical Me- 
moiriſts, a Simplicity of ſtyle in plain Narration. 
too often occurs; but. he will pardon this bold 
Diſregard for grammatical Correctneſs, if, thro” 
eur Rapidity of Thought, he inveſtigates the Mean- 
ing: He will ſee then how in. Hamlet Mr. Better- 
ten came by that Judgment, which Mr. Cibber 
takes up ſome Pages in. extolling; he will find 
thoſe Actors who have been Originals in Parts, are 
EI ]] | . 5 | . thought 
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JT. 2 
| thought to have excell'd to the higheſt Degree: 
B And Mr. Betterton might have been as excellent 
in thoſe Parts in which he was an Original, as 
any other Actor before him; yet an Actor after 
F him, who has an original Part, and conſequently 

i thereby becomes an Original, may be thought ſo 


. 


, far to excel, that few Actors, while he is remeni= 

a ber'd, ſhall, with any equal, judicious Approbation, | 

#7 ſucceed in that Part. On the whole, original 

? Parts make an Actor, and they who have ſeen a 

5 perfect ſet of Actors, can only judge of ſucceeding 
ones by them: The e RL 


9 
1 
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I not merely confin'd to old Men; by natural 
Prejudice we cateh this Apurtenance to old Age, 
when we have ſcarce paſs d the Verge of Youth. 

| But to conclude of Mr. -Betterton, with a greater 

d Compliment than any other paid him, though the 

if Epilogue to his laſt Benefit, wrote by Mr. Rowe - 

J was a very good one, take this Deſcription of him 

5 from a Prologue of Dryden. e 


e Vl, lite the ſetting Sun, ftill ſhoots a glimn'ry Ra I 
Mr. C. Cidber's long Digreſſion has led me into 

3 this; but as, in his Account of Betterton, his Sen- 

n. timents on theatrical Action are chiefly expreſsd; 

d have ventur d to ſubjoin theſe Sentiments of mine - 

g to his Account, that I may not be ſo tedious on 

— this Subject in another Place. I ſhall now intro- 

oF duce his other drawn Characters, and * mate uſe | 

ll fame Vehicle, which you will fd waiting in | 

it rr (. 


be: were not ſo very eaſily ſupply d: for in the Com- 
| f Kill to put young Men into female Characters; 
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Placida narratio 10 Vehiculo . 
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Mate e 8 Di No tations, FA 
- notations, Digreſſions, Expreſſions, Lauft cons collated, 
zmitated, and related, with 
4 few Wards. to critizal ils: 


; I was before obſerv'd, Women were not * 
4 mitted on the Stage till after the Reſtoration, 
Net, by the Liſts J have given, you will find they 


pany where Betterton was engag 4, they were forc'd 


unc My: Hafen ſtands firſt im that motley Caſt; 
nor indeed had they any till Sir Millium —— 
e 5 them to that Company : On the contrary,. 
| or the King's Company under Killegrew, 
Rad at firſt ſetting out ſome: Women, who in the 
Siimmer-of King Charts the Second's Reign, even 
when the Companies were in their higheſt Proſ- 
E were thought inimitable : How hard then. 
23s it to fix unte Excellence to particular Per- 
| e r of theſe Male Women, Kynaſton 
| was eſteem'd, being very young and handſome; 
and, accordi 1 ck Downers Phraſe, * a compliat 
ema his Parts ſo well, 
; cy Arch iope 1 Aglaura, Parts greatly mon- 
8 0 püſſiun and . 2 1 8 doubted * . 
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roman that ſucceeded bim, ſo ſenſibly touct/d the Au- 


dience. Behold the Doatage of ſervile Par- 


—_—_ © 


Hality | —— Mr. Cibber ſpeaks of his Beauty, and 


His performing Evadne in the Maid's Tragedy, to 


- which he ſubjoins a facetious Incident, which thoſe | 
| Shifts once occaſion d. King Charles com- 
ing to a Tragedy ſooner than uſual, and was im- 


patient to have the Performance begin, and' ſent 


to know the Meaning of their Delay, the Maſter 
of the Company came to the Box, and thinking 
the beſt excuſe would be the Truth, fairly told his 


Majeſty, the Queen was not yet ſhav'd. The 
King laugt'd, and ſtaid till her Majeſty. could be 
effeminated. ———— But as for Kynaſton, he was 


ſo beautiful, that the Ladies of Quality prided 


themſelves in taking him with them in their 
Coaches in this theatrical Habit, after the Play, 
which in thoſe Days began at four o*'Clock j —— 
Such a Cuſtom of the Ladies, of carrying ſuch a 


| handſome young Fellow, though in Petticoats, in 


their Coaches with them, without any Apprehen- 
ſion of Cenſure, is as ftrong an Inſtance as poſſible, 
to what Height the modiſh Gallantry of that Time 


was carried? 


C But even on Mr. Kynafton's changing Sexes 5 es, that | t > ; f 
is, his Pettieoats to the Buſkin, and his Stays to-the | 


Truncheon, he {till remained famous: He had, it 


| ſeems, a formal Gravity in his Mein, which in 


eing, and in Characters of heroick Life, led, in his 
Tone of Voice, an imperious Vivacity that truly 


depicted the Tyrant. In theſe two Parts, Morat 


in Aurengzebe, and MAulen Mlach in Sebaſtian, he _ 
had a fierce Lion-like Majeſty, in his Utterance, that 
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"iy Vide C. Cibber's Apology, p. . 


_ tion. 
of a different Majeſty. but of ſo true a Kind, that 
When he whiſper d the following Line to Haus 
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| - gave. the. 3 a Kind of trembling Admira- 


In Henry the Fourth he was a Maſter 


Send us your Priſoner, or you'll hear of it, 


5 He conveyed' more Menace than the loudeft In- 
"temperance of Voice could {well to: ch Tike 
- Betterton, ſtrictly followed the Rules of 


uth and 
Nature; yet, what ſeem' d ſurpriſing, they wete 


as different in their Manner of Kae as in their 
perſonal Form and Features. ſtay'd too long 
on the Stage, till his 1 *. irits Kall | 
him; his latter Imperfections were not his own, 
but thoſe of decaying Nature. | 
Muntford was a younger Man, tall, well- 
made, of agreeable Aſpect, fair, his Voice clear, 
full, and melodious: In Tragedy a moſt affecting 
Lover; 3 his Words had that Softneſs, that 


5 Li Flakes of feather'd. mo 


Dey "melted as they fell. 


: | Tb 230 | Comedy he gave the trueſt Life to | whit we 


call the fine Gentleman: in Scenes of Gaiety he 


never broke into the Regard: that was due to the 
Preſence of equal or ſuperior Characters, though 
inferior Actors play'd them: He fill'd the Stage 
not by elbowing 1 crofling it before others, or 


difconcerting their Action, but by ſurpaſſing them 


in Time and maſterly Touches of Nature: He 
never hugh'd at his own Jeſt, unleſs the Point of 
Ins Raillery requir'd it: He had beſides, ſuch a 
Variety of Genius, that he could throw off the 


been of Senſe for the briſk, vain, _ lvely Cox- 
1 14.4 IMs 0 e | comb; 
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| hone into the Applauſe of 
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whole Man, his Voice, Mein, and Geſture was no 


longer Mountford, but another Perſon ; there the 


inſipid ſoft Civility, the elegant and formal Mein, 
the drawling delicacy of Voice; the ſtately Flat- 


neſs of his Addreſs, and the empty Eminence of 
his Attitudes, were ſo nicely obſerved and guarded, 
that had he not been an entire Maſter of Nature, 


had he not kept his Judgment, as it were, a Cen- 
tinel upon himſelf, not to admit the leaſt Likeneſs 


of what he us d to be, to enter into any Part of his 


Performance, he could not poſſibly have. ſo com- 


pleately finiſh'd it. He was kill'd in the thirty- . 
third Year of his Age; the Accidents that more 


particularly attended his Fall, are to be found at 


large, in the Trial of the Lord Aabun, printed a- 
mong theſe of the Sate, in- sn. ++ 


* Sandford was what Mr. Cibber, ſen. calls the 


Fpagnolet of the Theatre: An excellent Actor in 
diſagreeable Characters; that is, he was the Stage 

Villain; but this happen'd not ſo much by his 
own Choice as Neceſſity; for having a low crook- 


ed Perſon, ſuch bodily. Defects were too ſtrong to 


be admitted into great and amiable Characters; 
fo that in any new or reviv'd Play, if there was a 
hateful or miſchievous one, Sandford had no Com- 
petitor for it. This Fs of bad Characters 
N d 


requir d as much Art and Judgment, as to have 
: Speftators by all the 
Throws and Swellings of Ambition, yet it was atten- 


_ ded with this Dilemma, that an Audience never 
expected to ſee him in any other: Nay, ſo far was 
this Prejudice carried which: Mr. Cibber has heard 

was Fact: A new Play came on the Stage, in which 


Sandford 


ide C Gibber's Apology, p. 78. 


en a7 
Sandford play d. an honeſt Stateſinan : the Pit fat 
out three or four Acts in a quiet Expectation, 
that the Honeſty of Sandford ſhould, from his 
diſſembling it, (for they tHought him a Rogue arthe 
Bottom) animate the Scenes to come with Confuſim: | 
But finding him in Truth an honeft Stateſman, they 
fairh damn' d the Play, as if the Author had impos'd on 
'them a mo of fro ruitleſs Abſurdity. This oral Traditim 
has in it a Proof (as all oral Traditions have) that 
much Faith is requir'd in the Reader: Might not 
the laſt Act in this Play have ſome other Cata- 
3 in it than Sandford's proving an honeſt 
tateſman ? No, ſo the Story was heard, and 
Joi it muſt be believ d. | 


1 —— Creda gu k. - 
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"0h Sandfard's being ſo ſucceſsfii; 2 Sage Vi 

"Kin, the inferior Actors thought his Succeſs owing 
do the Defects of his Perſon, and from thence, 
when they appear d as Bravo's, and Murderers, 
mauade themſelves as frightful and inhumane Figures 
"as pofſible.— In King Eharles's Fime, ſays our 
anecdoting Apologift, this low Skill was carried to 

ſuch e that the King, who was black 

brow'd, and of a ſwarthy Complexion, paſs da 

—_ pleaſant Remark on obſerving the grim Murderers 
nn Aceh, when turning to his People in the 4p 
be ſaid, Fray what is the Meaning that tue never ſet 
4 Raue in a Play, but, Gd b, they clap him en a 

Black Periiuig? en it is Well known one of the 
greateſt 78. in the Kingdom always wears a fatr 

ene. — The King's Obſervation; ſays Mr. C. Cib- 

Ker, was juſt; the the King had been as fair as 

h Minis, What Complexion that pretty fellow 
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aw 
t how it is, or what Ideas People conceive of Black; 
3 but it certainly has a very 2 moving Aspect: 
is It, may be a Trick of the Stage, and as ſuch laugi d 
e at, for I allow: very great Raſcals may have very 
' black Hearts, who wear very fair Perukes : Mr, 
y C. Cibber thirſks his ſwarthy Majeſty alluded to 
2 ſome great Man out of Power, and leave them to 
mM 
it 
t 


| gueſs at him, who remember the changing Complexion 
of his Miniſters. — This charming Obſervatian 
ws the Folly of Alluſion; for ſuppoſe Some- body 
;- WH now living, 1740, had faid the ſaid Sentence, who 
ſt among the preſent Miniſtry would dare fix on a 
Man who wore a light Wig : Their Eyes might 
indeed naturally be converted to that great Man 
who wore the greateſt light- colour d 'Wig, and ſo 
might gueſs at him — who was a very honeſt, 
Man. But tho” political miniſterial Inuendoes may 
be very juſtly prov'd to mean A thea- 
trical Inuendoes are a mere Inanity of Thought. 
But to digreſs from this Digreſſion, — and to en- 
ter into another. — Many Actors and Actreſſes 
have made it a Point to play a Character flatiy 
written, becauſe they ſtood in the favourable Light 
of Honour and Virtue. — A Lady, * Mr. Cibler, 
ſen. ſays, who was a Damaſelle de Plafir on the 
Stage, acted a Part of impregnable Chaſtity, and 
A/ ( i Ep 
Study to live the Character Tplay, © | 
Yet this good Creature made Faut Paux; ſhe had 
ſome illegitimate Iflue, and her Chaſtity off the 
Stage was not impregnable. Many are the ſame 
Kind of theatrie Prudes now living, who are like 
enough to think that to ſeem virtuous 2 
„„ 1 r 
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Jour an Audience, and would make it a Point to be 


for half an hour moſt pure Virgins on the Stage, 


whatever kind,.coming, dear conſenting Creatures 
they might prove after the Curtain had drop'd,— 1 
could enumerate ſome dainty modern Proofs of this 
cheatric Prudery; but give me . to . 
an old Apothegm 


De vivis nil niſ benum. 


To return to C. Cibter's Deſeription of Send. 


ford; © his Manner of Speaking vary'd from thoſe 


„ before deſcrib'd : His Voice was acute, and had 
& a piercing Tone, which ſtruck every Syllable 
ö 40 diſtinctly upon the Ear, and in his Look he 


* mark'd to an ee what he thought worth 
. more than their ordinary Notice: Had he liv'd 
«in Shakeſpear's Time, I am confident his Judg- 
«ment muſt have choſe him to have play'd Rich- 
c gd III, for without conſidering his Perſonj 17 
ce had an uncouth Statelineſs in his Motion; 


C harſh ſullen Pride in his Speech; a 5 4 


40 Brow z a ſtern Aſpect, occaſionally changing 
into an almoſt ludicrous Triumph 405 G 


t nefs and Virtue: from thence- falling into a 
4 moſt afſuaſive Sullenneſs and foothing Candour | 


" of a defi ning Heart.“ 
This Actor Mr. C. Citber imitated doſe! N 


hit his Manner 10 true” in Richard the Third, "that | 


| * ahn Vanbrugh ſaid, on his playing that Part, 
ou have his very Look, Gait, = 1 and 
te Motion of him ; and have borrowed them all only 

to ſerve ;y o. in that Character. — They who re- 
member "Mr. Cibber in that Part Sane a oy of 
ge. 5 
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„ J 61 1 1 
To deſeribe the low: Comedians, Mr. Cilze- 
makers. peculiar” Apo wa Fat ee pers it is overs 
he goes on: o honk £5 07,005 
Notes had a Gen e . any read, 
heard Vs or ſeen, ſince or before his Time; his Ex- 
cellence a plain palpable Simplicity of Nature, that 
he was as unaccountably. diverting in his common 
Speech as on the Stage. This Simplicity, ſo eaſy 
to Notes, no one could ever catch: wor” and-Un= 
derbill have been well copied, though not equall'd; 
by others: But not all the mimical Skill of EH 
court, nor my own, could reach the vis Comica of 
Mies, though. I never ſaw an Actor beſides him- 
ſelf y hom I could not at leaſt ſo far imitate as to 
give a more than tolerable Notion of his Manner. 
— The Characters he ſhone. in were, Sir Martin 
Mar- all, Gomex in the Spaniſh Fryar, Sir Nicholas 
Culh in! Love in, à Tub, Sofia in the Amnphitrim, 
&c, Cc. H. This was the effect of his Action 3 
he never entered the Stage but he was receiv'd with 
an: involuntary. Applauſe, not by Hands, for they 
might be proſtituted and beſpoten, but by a Laugh= 
ter (which, if beſpoken: could not be proftituted) 3 
his Sight provok' d, and Nature could not r 
His Perſon was of the middle Size; his Vw 
clear; his natural Countenance grave and ſober; ws 
when he ſpoke, that ſeriouſneſs of Joakery 
diſcharg'd,: and a dry drolling Levity e much 
full Poſſeſnon of him, that I can only refer the 
Idea of him to your Imagination: In his low 
Characters that became it, he had a ſhuffling Shame 
in his Gait, with ſo contented an Ignorance in 
his Aſpect; and aukward Abſurdity in his Geſture, 
that mt 9a not known dim, * could not have 
8 bel iev'd 
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believ'd he had a Grain of common Senſe. In a 
word, Iam tempted to ſum up the Character of 
VMotes, as a Comedian, ina Parody of what Shake- 
ears Mark Antony ſays of Brutus as a Heroe, 


His Life was Laughter, and the Ludicr ous 


Bo mia d in him, that Nature might ſtand up 

Aid ſay to all the World — This was an Afr. 
. _ _ * Leigh was of the mercurial Kind, not a ſtrict 
-  Tmitator of Nature; yet not ſo wanton in his 
Performance as to be wholly out of her Sight: In 
Humour he lov'd to take a full Career, but was 


careful to ſtop ſhort when juſt upon the Precipice: 


Fe fo excell'd in the Spaniſh Fryar, that the 


Duke of Dor/et had his Picture drawn in a 


' whole Length in that Character by Areller, and 
the whole Portrait -is extremely like him: He 


was much admir'd by King Charles, who us'd to 


: Call him his Actor. He died of the Fever a 


Underhill was a natural Comedian, whoſe Ex- 
cellence lay in Characters of ſtill Life, the ſtiff, 


dete heavy, and the ſtupid; in ſome of theſe he 
_'Jook'd as if it were not in the Power of human 
Paſſi 


to alter a Feature of them: A Counte- 


a nance of Wood could not be more fix'd than his, 
when the Blockhead of a Character required it: 
His Face was full and long; from his Crown to 
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ble d bim to ae din S eee Nears Me 
died; he appeared onee indeed in a Part he had 
— famous for, the Gravt-digger in Hamlet, but 


— be what he had been,, his Infirmities 
i 


iſmiſs' d with Pity : He ſoon: after died ind | 


ſuperannuated — * the Theatre. 
far Mr. C. Cibber. 


The CharaQters'of tbels Acdem are an 8 1 
from the Apolegy of Mr; C. Cibler, and wers 


the — Mug receiv'd in his Youth : How far 


he may or may not entertaina Prejudice from thence, 
I ſhall not here examine: They might beſo very _ 


excellent, as he ſays of Betterton, to excel them 


ſelves: But might not as great Deſcriptions be 
given of the chief Performers in Hart and. Mobs 
Company by ſome other Hifforian? Or might 


not ſome modern H iſtory give much ſuch Charae- 


ters of our preſent Actors who are moſt in Vogue 
with the Town? Surely fuch. an Attempt might 

not regret the preſent or 5 future Reade: I ſhall. 
therefore in a future Chapter undertake fo bold a 
Province, though the Flatng/s of my Characters 


may be unequal to thoſe of the great Apologiſt, 


which are ſaid to be of the profound Sublime : he. N 
fame Liberty which I have taken with Mr. * 


bers Gentlemen T ſhall take with his Ladies, and. 
for the ſame Reaſon I have before given: After 
ſaying Powell, Verbruggen, and Williams were not 
worth ſpeaking of, he comes to 

Mrs. Barry, who was in Poſſeſſion of LED of 
the chief Parts of Tragedy: How ſhe excell'd in 


them you may judge from Mr. Dryder's ſaying in 
his Preface to Cleomenes, ſhe had gain'd a TO”: TY 


tion beyond any Woman he had ſeen on the Stage x 


which Mr. Cibber corroborates with his own 
Judgment, Mrs. Barry; it ſeems, did not arrive 
| G 2 * 
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Ez Mﬆt 'this Mat ity of Powerang Judgment till” fe 
was more than à little paſt her Youth 3 whence 
bur Apologiſt obſerves; 
not long enough-to- forma complete” Artr efs. The 
Fame Mrs. Barry arriv'd to, is a Proof of the Dif- 
nculty in judging with Certainty whether any 


young People will ever make any great Figure in 


2 Theatre; for Mrs. Bariy was diſchargd at the 
End of the Vear as an uſeleſs Ex pence. Mrs. Old. 
field had been above a Vear before ſhe gave any 
Hope of her being an Actreſs, ſo unlike to all Man- 
ner of Preprint was her ſpeaking” But however, 


both. made themſelves complete Miſtreſſes of their 


Alt, by che Prevalence other Uaderſtanding- 
- "Mrs. Barry, in Characters of Greatneſs? Rad a 
Preſence of elevated Dignity- 


treſs or Tenderneſs poſſeſſed her; the ſubſided into 
the moſt affecting Melody And. Softneſs: Of the 


former of theſe Excellencies the gave the moſt de- 


lightful Proofs in all the heroie Plays of Dryden 


and Lee; and in the latter, in the ſofter” Paſſions 


of Otway's Monimia an '-Beboidera:' 'In Scenes of 


„ Anger, Defiance, and Reſentment, while ſhe' was 
impetuous and terrible, ſhe pour'd out the Senti- 


ment with enchanting Har mom. She was the firſt 
Perſon whoſe Merit was diſtinguiſhed by the In- 
dulgence of having an annual Benefit Play, which 


was granted to her in King James the 2 Time, 


and became not in common to others till the Di- 
viſion of the Company aſter the Death of King 


Milliam's Queen Mary This great Actreſs died 
towards che atter End of n ss The wy 
N wy 


that'thei/be?t Life of Baan 


— her Mein and Mo- 

tion, ſuperb, and gracefully mafeſtie p her Voice 
Hull, clear; and ſtrong, ſo that no Violence of Paſ- 

ſion could be too much for her: And when Diſ- 
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ſays our Hiſtorian, you may gueſs at, by. an Ex- 


preſſion which fell from her in Blank Verſe when 
eee, net, : Dog 
_ Ha! Ha ! and fo they make us Lords by Dozens! 
Mrs. Betterton was, in the Year: 1690, when 
Mr. Cibber ſen. firſt came upon the Stage, far ad- 
vanc'd in 1 ſo great a Miſtreſs of Nature, 
that even Mrs. Barry, who. acted Lady Macbeth 
after her, eduld I Part, with her ſuperior” 
Strength and Melody of Voice, throw out thoſe: 


quick and careful Strokes of Terror from the Diſ- 
order of a guilty Mind, which the other gave us 


with a Facility in her Manner, that rendered them 
at once tremendous and delightful: Time could 
not · impair her Skill, though: it had brought her 
Perſon to Decay: She was to the laſt the Admira- 


tion of all true Judges of Nature and Shateſpear, 


in whoſe Plays ſhe chiefly excell'd without a Ri- 


val: She was a Woman of an unblemiſh'd ſober. 
Life, and had the Honour to teach Queen Anne, 
when Princeſs,” the Part of Semandra in Miihri- 
dates, which ſhe acted at Court in K—z Chars 
Time: After the Death of Mr. Betterton, her 


Huſband, that Princeſs, when Queen, order d her 
a Penſion. for Life, but ſhe liv'd not to receive but 
one half Year of it. DE | Sa 


Mrs. Leigh, the Wife of Mr. Leigh, the Come. 
dian before- mentioned, had a droll Way of dreſ-- 
ſing the pretty Foibles of ſuperannuated Beauties: 


She had in herſelf a good Deal of Humour, and 
knew how to infuſe it into the affected Mothers; * 
Aunts, and affected ftale Maids, - that had mi 
their Market : In theſe ſhe was extremely enter- 
taining, and painted, in a lively Mannen, the blind 
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Mes. Buthr was recommended to the Stage by 
* 7 J Fo. 1 7 * 1992 , 


King Charles : She was the Daughter of a decay d 
Knight, and proved a good Actreſs, and was beſides 
in thoſe Days allowed to Sing and Dance in Per- 
fection: In ſpeaking her ſweet-ton'd Voice, with 

her naturally genteel Air, and her ſenſible Pronun- 
_ ciation, rendered her wholly Miſtreſs of the Ami- 
able in many ſerious Characters: In Parts of Hu- 
mour ſhe had a Manner of hlenging her af/uaſive 
Sofineſs, even with the, Gay, ti Lively, and Al- 
. luring; as in the ſecond Conſtantia in the Chances, 
in which Mrs, Olaſeld's lively Performance- did 


 - not. equal hers: She having only 40 Shillings a 


Week, and being denied the Addition of ten more, 
ſhe went with Mr. Apbury to Dublin, who offered 
her any Conditions ound 
Mrs. Mantford, whoſe ſecond Marriage gave her 
the Name of Verbruggen, was a Miſtreſs of more 
Variety of Humour than Fever knew in any one 
Woman Actreſs: This Variety was attended with 


4 
#4 1 * 


| equal Vivacity, which made ber excellent in Cha- 


racters extremely d ifferent. Nothing, though ever 


| -D : fo harren, if within the haurids of Nature, could 


be flat in her Hands : She was fond of Humour, in 
That low Part ſoever found, and would make no 
Scruple of defacing her fair Form to come heartily 


into it; for whed ſhe vas eminent in ſeveral deſi- 


rable Characters of Wit and: Humour, ſhe would 
deſcend from high Liſe into low. Characters with 
as much Fancy as when triumphing in all the Airs 
and vain [Graces of a ſine Lady Ina Play of 
Durſc's call'd the H#Pern Lafs,» which Part ſhe 
acted, ſhe transformed ber whole Being, Body, 

 HYhapey Voice, Language, Lock, and Features into 
_ . almoſt another Animal, with a ſtrong Devanſbire = 

Dialect, a broad laughing Voice, a poking 155 | 
3 | 1 %%% 


— 


. 
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hind: g 885 an une bndeieing Eye, and ge ; 
moſt bedizz ning owdy Dreſs, that ever covered” 


the untrain' d Limbs of a. Joan Tratt. ' To have, 
ſeen her here you would have thought it had been 


_ Impoſſible the ſame Creature could ever have been 
recovered, to what was eaſy to her, the gay, the 
lively and deſirable. Nor was her Humour Iimi-' 


ted to her Sex, for while her Shape permitted, ſhe 
was a more ad roit “ pretty Fellow than is uſually 
ſeen upon the Stage: Her eaſy Air, Action, Meir 


Canal chang d from the Coif to the cock d Hat and | 


valier in Faſhion, People were ſo fond of ſee- 
ing her a Man, that whew: the Part of Bays in the 


Rehearſal; had for. ſome Time, lain'dormant, ſhe” 
was deſired to take it up, which ſhe acted with alt 1 


true coxcombly Spirit and Humour, that the Suf- 
hciency of the Character requir d. 


After an Apolagy which the A. Polgift makes hs 5 
7 deferibing Va. Bracegirdlè now FIiving! he intro- 
duces her into his Apology, which is ſufficient Au- 


OF for me to She an Abſtract of that Paray 
graph in mine. bo og 


rs. Bracegirdh: was now [ 1690] bhoming 8 
her Meturity, her Reputation as an Actreſs gradu- | 


ally riſing with that of her Perſon : Never was any. 


Woman in ſuch general Favour, which to the laſt ; 


Scene of Dramatick Life ſhe maintained by not 
being unguarded in her private Character. This 


Diſcretion, made her the Cara, the Darling of the 2 
Theatre: She had indeed no greater Claim to 


auty than the moſt deſirable? nr might pre- 


tend to; but ber Vouth l * A lies | 
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8 * She wa 3 ſo excellent in theſe Characters and bra, 
that Mr. Scutbern wrote the Comedy call'd Sir Anthony Love 
(which Character * nn on eee for her. 
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V 2" ga | 
aut ſuch a Glow of Health and Chearfulneſs, that 
on the Stage few Spectators that were not paſt it, 
could behold her without De/ire. In all the chief 
Parts ſhe: ated, the Deſirable was ſo predominant, 
that no. Judge could be cold enough to conſider from 
' © What other particular Excellence ſhe became delightful. 
——— To ſpeak critically of an Actreſs, extremely 
ood, were as hazardous as to be poſitive in one's 
| en of the beſt Opera Singer : We can only 
appeal to Taſte, and of Taſte there can be no dj/- 
pb ing: I ſhall therefore only ſay, that moſt eminent 
Authors always choſe her for their favourite Cha- 
racter, and ſhall leave that Proof of her Merit to 
VVT 
She retir'd from the Stage in the Height of her 
Favour, when moſt of her Cotemporaries ſhe was 
bred up with were declining, in the Year 1710. 
She play'd once after the Part of Angelica in Love 
Fir ard for the Benefit of her old Friend Mrs. 
Here Mr. Colley Cibber cloſes his Account of 
theſe memorable Actors, of which I have given a 
bp N of great Fidelity, as to the Matter of 
| Fatt chiefly contain'd'; but many are the Pretti- 
. nefles, Daintineſſes, Rhetorical Flowers, vivifying 
Images, Floods of fine Language, and Rapidities 
of Wit, which are all like his clear Emanation of 
Beauty, they ſtrike you into a Regard that has ſome- 
thing different from Ræſpecti. As T am fo greatly 
indebted to him for this Chapter, I ſhall follow 
my old Way, and, till we ſettle Accounts, ſtill run 
myſelf more into dis Books; therefore, what he 
ſays from his Word to the critical Auditors, I will 
borrow a Line or Two, and then again digreſs to 
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6 1 
„ This Account ma inform or aſſiſt the Judg- 
« ment of future Specłators, it may be of Service 


c to their publick Entertainments; for as their 


« Hearers are, ſo will the Actors 'Þb, worſe or 
« better, as true or falſe Taſte applauds or dif- 
«© commends them. Hinte oniy can dur Th | 
« jmprove or muſt degenerate: Vet there is a- 
© nother Point which I recommend to the Con- 
<« fideration, which is, that the extteme Severit 
« with whieh they damn a bad Play, ſeems ſo 
terrible a Warning to thoſe whoſe untry'd 


« Genius might hereafter give them a good one: 


« But the Vivacity of our modern Cxiticks is f 
late grown ſo riotous, an unſucceſsful Author 
„has no more Merey ſhewn - him than a noto- 

«..zous/ Cheat in the Pillory: Every Fool, the 
« loweſt Member of the Mob, becomes a Wit "= 


« While'this is the Caſe, while the" Pheatre is ſo 2 


et turbulent à Sea, and ſo infeſted with Pirates, 


hat Poetical Merchant of any Subſtance would ; 


<yeriture to trade in it In a Word, theſe Cri- 
G ticks ſeem to me like the Lions Whelps in the 
4 Tower, who are fo boi/terouſly gameſome at their 
M Meals, they daſh down their Bowls 177 Milk 
« brought for their own Breakfaſt. P;3 A103 ME 

| Thave a Word alſo to give to theſe evltigut Au- 


f ditors, theſe Liom-Cubs, theſe Pirates in our Seas; 


but that will fall more e in ſeen ſubſequent 
0 ITE 


Theſe Exhibitions of Spectacle made Plays * | 
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the Taſte of the 
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1 State of the Stage . 


Hes l to make theſe Memoirs in 
ſome Manner contain the Utile Dulci; what 
by Abſtracts from Mr. Cibber's R and what 
by my own Hiſtory, the Readers wil 

Linct Account of the Stage, from the Year 1660 
\. fo 1740. I ſhall not indeed prove ſo deſcanting 


find a: ſuc- 


an Author as that great Man, yet my compen- 
dious Brevia 1 Su de of ſome Uſe and Enter- 
tainment: His elaborate Lucubrations mine 


A ; are but an-Epitome : Let him be the Trogus Pan- 
©. peius of to Seeks; I am contented to. be the Ju- 
; inus. . 

Is am now entering into that Part of the Hiſto⸗ 
ry, where the Theatre fell frequently in Labour - 
of Revolutions. In 1690 the Stage was under 


the Government of united Patentees, who had 

under them ſo compleat a Set of Actors as has 

been deſcribed ; 1. they were weak enough, or 
bl 


Court of Chancery twenty Years following: 
Courſe neglected, Actors held cheap and lightly 


_ dreſs'd, while Singers and Dancers were better 


paid and embroider'd : Theſe Meaſures of Courſe 
created Murmurings on one Side, and Ill-humour 


and Contempt on the other. When it became 
OY to n the Charge, — take 2 
D en 


3 D 17177... —— 88 8 — 


=: ick was ſo weak, as to force 
> them to it, to exhibit Spectacle; and the Expen- 
does they were at in Ducleian and King Arthur 

(though ſeemingly ſucceſsful) were ſo great that 
they run into Debt, which found Work for the 
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beat up for 
brought Fohnſon and Bullocl into the Service of 
the Theatre Royal: Forces thus raiſed, ff 
opened .the Campaign; Betterton by. Subſcription | 

at the Lincolns-Tnn-Fields Tennis-Gourt, the Paten- 


E 


taken to begin with the Players Salaries. Nuts 
Montford, and Leigh all died this ſame Year, yet 
they choſe rather to diſtreſs the ſurviving Acton, 
than encourage them. To bring this about, 


ſome of Betterton's Parts were given to Powell, 


and ſome of Mrs. Barry's to Mrs. reaped. — 


Pmwell accepted Betterton's, but Mrs. Bracegirdle 
denied Barry's. - Betterton on this formed one Aſ- 
ſociation, and the Patentees another. -Durin 
theſe Contentions, Treaties of Peace were offer'e 


b the Actors, but haughtily refuſed by the other, 


e Publick, naturally more biafled to the 


Actors, whom they ſee and are pleaſed by, than 
Patentees whom they never ſee, ſupported their 
Intereſt; and Perſons of the higheſt Diſtinction 

entertained the King in his Circle about Affairs 


of the Theatre. About this Time Queen Mary 
died, and on ſuch Occaſions all publick Diver- 
ſions ceaſe. Betterton and his Adherents had now 


Leiſure to ſollicit Redreſs, and collected a Com- 
pany, the Patentees being forced to accept ſuch 


Actors as were the Leavings of 5 On 
this the Patentees engaged Peel! and Verbruggen, 


and raiſed them from two to four Pounds 8 
Week; and beſides the other Leavings were Mr. 


C. Cibber; DI et they were forced- to recruit, and 
oluntiers in diſtant Counties, which 


tees at Drury-Lane, who took the Field firſt, Mr, 


Cibber writing their opening Prologue baving no 
better Poet: That memorable Day being, 5 > 
© he ſays, the Day his Muſe brought forth her 


boy arſe Fruit that ever Was made publick ; how 
: Os. | 2 19 2 
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$ for it two Guineas, not being ſuffered to ſpeak 


n to conſult private In- 


eneral Good; and though 
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over: This he thought would get us a good 


Word in their reſpective Families, and incite 
them to come all Hands aloft into the Crack 
of our Applauſes. Hence aroſe this Cuſtom, 

which ripened into Right, and became the 


moſt diſgraceful Nuſance that ever er depreciated a 

| Theatre. 15 | 
Aͤbout this Time Mr. Wilks « came from the 
' Dublin Company to Drury- Lane Theatre : He firſt 
commenced an Actor by performing in a private 


Play at Dublin, of which Country he was a Na- 


ES : He had been on Drury-Lane Stage before, | 
but quitted it to go to Ireland, not riſing in Parts 


there according to his Ambition: : On his Re- 


turn, in 1696, Montfort was dead, and Powell in 


his chief Parts, and the only Actor that ſtood in 
Wilks's Way: They ſoon became ayowed Rivals, 


and without quoting their, every Quarrel for Parts, 


be it ſufficient to. ſay, that Wilts by Induſtry, 
Care, and Sobriety, 2 


glect and Intemperance forfeited. _ 
n this Narration the Apologiſt obſerves, TY 
an Actor is diſeſteemed or favoured, on the Stage, 


more or leſs, according as he has or has not a due 


"Regard to his private Life and Reputation : Nay, 
al Reports ſhall affect him, and become . the 


Cauſe or Pretence of uſing. him injuriouſly : „ 'Y 


gives this Inſtance in regard to himſelf. 
After the Succeſs of the Beggars Opera, I 


de was ſo, fhupid to attempt, the following Vear, 8 


„ ſomething. of the ſame, Kind, on a quite dif- 


et ferent F oundation, to recommend Virtue and 
« * Innocence : AK — Performance was 


n 


* 0 cli 8 Apology 5. 2 Tg 


gained the Wavy of the 
 Tablick, which Powell, with more Merit, by his 


1 * 


2 . | 
3 called, Love in @ Riddle, and was as vilely 


damned and hooted at, as fo vain a Preſump- 
< tion in the idle Cauſe of Virtue could deſerve: 
e J will grant the. Beggars Opera had more ſkil- 
_ © fully gratified' the publick Taſte than all the 
e brighteſt Authors before him. The ſame Au- 
- ©© thor wrote a Second Part to his Beggars Opera, 
«and tranſported his Heroe beyond Sea; but 
e this. was forbid to come on the Stage. Soon 
& after this Prohibition y Performance was to 
e come on the Stage: Great Umbrage was taken 
that I was permitted to have the whole Town 
. © to myſelf, by this abſolute Forbiddance of what 
© they had more Mind to be entertained with, 6 
„ And-ſome. Days before my Bawble was acted, 0 
I was informed a ſtrong Party would be made 
© againſt it: A Report it ſeems had ran againſt 6 
e me, that to make Succeſs for my own Play, I 6 
had privately found Means or Intereſt that the M- c, 
* ** ſecond Part of the Beggars Opera ſhould be ſup- 6 
 *_ Conſequence enough to influence a great Ofi- WM « 
s cer of State to rob the Publick of an innocent « 
© Diverſion ( it were ſuch) that none but that Ml «, 
* cunning Comedian might entertain them: — ill « 
„ But againſt bind Malice, and faring Inhuma- Il « 
NV nity, whatever is upon the Stage has no De- ic 
„ fence] There they knew I ſtood helpleſs and | 
e expoſed. I had not conſidered, poor Devil, 
that from the Security of a full Pit, Dunces 
might become Wits, Cowards yaliant, and 
Prentices Gentlemen. Whether ſuch were 
c&c concerned in the Murder of my Play, I am not 
“ certain; I never endeavoured. to diſcover any of 
= my Aﬀalſns J cannot afford them a better 
Name, from their unmanly manner of de- 
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* ſtroy ing it: it faintly held up its woundek 

« Head till the ſecond Day, and would have 

4 ſpoke N but was not ſuffered: The 
1] Royal Heir apparent could not 

protect it. I therefore, to ſtop their Clamour. 

„e quitted the Actor for the Author, afid told 

them, That ence they were not inclined this Play 


64 ſhould go farther; I gave them my Word that after 


by 


& this Night it Jhauld never be*afed again”; but that' 
in the mean Time I hoped they would conſider in 
„ whoſe Preſence they were, ant for that Reaſon at 


„ laft would ſuſpend what farther Marks of Diſ- 
% pleaſure" they might think I had deſerved. — After 


e dead Silence and ſome little Pauſe, ſome few 
Hands ſignified their Approbation. When 
„the Play went on, I obferved about a Dozen 
« Perſons; of no extraordinary Appearance, ſul- 
ſenly walked out of the Pit; after which every 


« Scene of it met with Applauſe But it came 


too late: Peace to its Manes. Now tho this 
was the only Tumult that I had known to 
“ have been ſo effectually appeaſed, in fifty Years, 


by any thing that could be ſaid to an Audience 


in the ſame Humour; yet it was no Merit in 
me, becauſe, wken like me you ſubmit to their 


doing you all the Miſchief they can, they will 
at any Time be ſatiched,”? oe 0 ni ned 


this Quotation, as it contains a curious Anecdote 
on damning Love in a' Riddle, and carries this 


Moral, that a Su/þicion of an Actor's doing a baſe' 


Action, may lay Rim open to very ſevere and un- 


% Puniſhments from an Audience This unjufſ 


Treatment, not three Seaſons ago, became a cer- 


tain Actor's Fortune to meet: The Affair was of 


# private Nature, and therefore was thought a 2M 
i 3j H 2 . Publicb 5 1 : | 


% 


I have been more particular in the Length of. 


0 TE. 

publick Audience, had no Right to take it under 

| their Cognizance: The Affair was this. 
There was a certain Lady, a very fine La- 


d 


dy. to whom an Actor was once ſo fatally al- 
I d that the Law gave her a Privilege to call him 
| WT — Husband ! ——— O fatal Name 
This Lady was young, beautiful, ſenſible, and 
- virtuous when this Actor fell in Love with her: 
She had appear'd on the Stage As a Singer, and 
was eſteem d an admirable one. This Actor, who 
W.mas at that Time at the Head of the theatric Re- 
.. = wolution, which brought back the old Drury - Lan- 
Actors to their old Houſe at Drury-Lane, thought 
fttzis young Woman had ſo much of the amiable 
and; virtuous in her, that without any other Con- 
F Love and Harmony ſubſiſted ſometime between 
them, thoſe only can judge of whoſe Hearts have 
det the ine xpreffble Delights of a ſincere and mu- 
tual Union! But alas, how ſhort is all hu- 
man Happineſs! — The Lady began to grow 
more cool in her Affections to her Huſband than 
her Duty, her Honour, or her Intereſt, ought to 


a 


have ſuffer'd her. Her Heart was eſtrang d, 
and foreign Inclinations contaminated her Soul.— 
What can be ſaid, when ſo much Innocence ſhould 
| plunge ſuddenly and raſhly into Vice! But 
alas!  ' Prailly, thy Name is man- © 
This domeſtic Unhappineſs of the Actor brought 
on others: Negligent of every Thing, his Affairs 
grew worſe, and he was at laſt compell'd to ba- 
niſh himſelf to another Kingdom, till Meaſures 
Veoere taken to make his Creditors eaſy. During 
his Abſence this bad Woman carried on a Corre- 
ſpondence of the moſt criminal Nature, and pay 
| 3 e every 
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vent, or the damnedſt Fiend perpetrate; it was 


reported her Huſband was not only privy to, but 
the willing, procuring, pandering, Promoter of her 
Crimes, and his own Infamy. Good God! - 
What will not Iniquity ſuggeſt, and Uncharitable= IM 


neſs, believe? Although 


d isa Kind of Slander ts truſt Rumour. 


© 


Vet this vile Notion too far prevail'd, as you 


will immediately ſee. The Seaſon of acting 
was now pretty far advanc'd, and this Actor, as 


returned to his Employment, was to do his Duty, 
and get his Livelyhood at the Theatre. The 
| Night came on he was to appear; and tho” it had 
been bruited about the 'Town; that becauſe he 
was a willing Cuckold, there was a very virtuous 
Pariy form'd to drive him off the Stage, and not - 


ſuffer him to appear again; he paid little Regard 


to this Rumour, conſcious of his Innocence. But 
the poor Devil found himſelf miſtaken. The 


Houſe was very early crowded, and the harmo- 
nious diſcordant Concert of Catcals, Whi/tles, &c; 


Sc. began to play before the Curtain drew up.— 

Well, — though the Actors were all frighten'd, 
the Play began with Calmneſs and Applauſe; but 
this was only a Prelude to the Battle: When the 
Scene came in which he was to appear, there was 


adead Silence, till he popp'd his poor Head from 
behind the Scenes, then at once the Hurley-Burley 
began, Volleys of Apples and Potatoes, and ſuch 
vile Traſh, flew about his Ears. He retir'd, the 
Storm ſubſided ; he adyanc'd, it began again, — _ 
In the moſt humble Geſture and Addreſs, he made 
* Vide Motto rs from a Huſband to a Wi . puts, 
K by Mr, 7. c. ee eee 5 cans 


& 


I 
- 
. 
* * E 
" - 8 
bs 0 4 A * * * N : 2 . # 
1 + p at 4 
4 Y 2 . 
* * » 4 . — * 
* F P - 
* 8 5 : . o 
* o 
— . ” ; 
8 4 
» 5 o 
; * R - 
" « = . 
. 


ET wn oo 
every falſe Report to injure him in the tendereft 
Point, his Honour, that witty Malice could in- 
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2 Motion to be heard; it was all in vain, and he 
Was once more pelted off. - But what can 

deſcribe, in thoſe dreadful Moments, the Anguiſh 
af his Heart? Who can conceive the various Api- 
rations of his Soul? = Grief, Rage, Reſent- 
ment, Horror, Deſpair mix'd with Reſol ution, 
Were all at once fermenting in his Boſom . 
But determin'd to o go through the Play, he went 
through it amialt the greateſt Uproar that ever 
Was Ray's fo long a Space in a Theatre, and by a 
confident Heart he ſurmbunted what many of ef 
Reſolution would have ſunk under. 

For ſome time after, every Joke in a Part he 


* kindle poke, or if, when ſis Ives on ie Stage 


ny Thing was aid that alluded to Cuckoldom, 
e Joke was made alluſive to him, and the Au- 
dience had their Laugh. This csuld be born, 
and he knew it would die away of itſelf. But on 
2 Trial in Relation to his Wife's Infamy, ſome- 
| thing gave Offence toa noble * Colonel, in the Ar- 
My, who, to o revenge a ſuppos'd Affront, raiſed a 
P;, 272 againſt the AFor, and from the Boxes began 
à new Attack, and were determin'd he ſhould ap- 
pear no more on the Stage, till he had given the 
Gentleman Satisfaction, by making a publick Re- 
cantation: All Attempts were made to get over 
this; ſome of the Royal Family came, but their Pre- 
Tence was not thought of Sanction enough to curb 
he Inſolence of /ate People, and an obſexre Thing of 
an Actor performing his Part. He was at laſt forc'd, 
but of prudential Reafons, not from any Conviction 
of his Error, to give the Colonel the Saticfadtion of 
a a publick Recantation ; and fo that Affair drop'd. il 
I could enumerate ſeveral other Inſtances of my 
| own, where my private Conduct and — 
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| over a pincagly” wy woes Life and Actions. 
But now. r 5 
ſome Page or two back, and, to carry on a Con- 


have laid me under a publick Cenſure; but as the 
mo Inſtances I have quoted are the moſt material, 
and freſh in every one's Memory, they may be 
thought ſufficient. to prove that the Publick, or 
rather ſome of the Publick, will aſſume a Liberty 


zader, let your Memory return 
nection; remember the Reaſon why Wills gained 


a Superiority over Powell *: * There are other 
„the Reward and Favour which in a Theatre, 9 


Diligence and Sobriety ſeldom fail: Milli the 
« elder: grew into the Friendſhip of Milis, with - 


© nota great deal more than theſe uſeful Qualities 


* to recommend him: With this Aſſiduity, and 
„this Friendſhip, he. was advanced to a larger 
6“ Salary than any Man-Actor, during my Time 
* on the Stage. The Contempt and Diſtreſſes 
* of Powell ſtruck Booth with ſuch a Terror of 
“ his Example, that though he had been a frank 
* Lover of his Bottle, he immediately reformed; 
* for which, both in his Fame and Fortune, he 
5 enjoyed the Reward and Benefit“. | 


I muſt here add a living Inſtance of what Care 
and indefatigable Induſtry will do: The younger 
Mills, not to take from him the Merit he has, is 
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ima Theatre, is the beſt Recommendation. On 
bis ſucceeding to many of Mr. Vils Parts, the 
Town looked on him in a very indifferent Light; 
but his being always thoroughly perfect, and im- 
proving by Encouragement and Application, many 
Prejudices inſenſibly wore away, and now he is ſeen 
- mn Mr. Miliès Parts not without Approbation. 
I muſt here ſpeak of myſelf When I firſt came 
on the Stage the Town had very little Hopes of 
me, nor did I fling out the Proffer of any great 
Genius, yet I was induſtrious and obſervant of my 


| Buſineſs on the Stage, and did all in my Power to 


become any way v/efu. J remember, that for 
want of a better Performer, I undertook to be the 
Harkqum, and, as few knew who it really was, 
Fwas' received with more Applauſe than F could 
have imagined; ſufficient enough, if I had not 
had an inborn Contempt for ſuch Mummery, to 
. have raiſed my Vanity : Nor was this my only 
Succeſs in Pantomime; every one who remembers 
Doftor:. Fauftus at Drury- Lane, muſt remember 
the Status All the Pantomimical Motions of this 
magic Statue had a good Effect in that Scene: 
they ſurprized, jr elevated, they pleafed, and 
were apphuded : I had the Honour to animate 
that Statue, yet as the. Applauſe Le received was 
- falſe, I received it not as a Fribute due to the 
- "Merit of an Actor, but. the Tricks of a Scara- 
| mouch, or Sadler Mell. Tumbler As J had ſet 
my Father, and other firſt-rate Actors for my 
. Exemplar, before my Eyes, I had Ambition 


enough to attempt their Parts, and ſay to Poſterity, 


Exegi monumentum are perennius. _ 


I axe from this Principle all along puſh'd for- 


} 


out 
* . g 
\ 


| To digreſs from this - 


„„ : 
out my Character, as an Actor, have kept to. the 


| fibi comſtet; for what other Failures and Follies 
ſoever I might be guilty propria perſona, yet in 
my perſona per ſonata on the Stage, I have done 


every Endeavour to pleaſe; nor can my Enemies 
ſay, that J ever came before an Audience imper- 
fect, or inebriated: If T have ſometimes miftook 


my Talents, and appeared in Characters to which 


T was unequal, I hope and believe the Candour 
of the Town will excuſe that Ambition, if in ſome _ 
others I give them any Pleaſure. as vs 
q 2 to my theatric 
chronological Fiftory, to underſtand which, after 
ſo many intervening Paragraphs, ſee the ſuccin 


Account. From 1660 to 1684, the King and 
Duke's Companies had various Fortunes till they 
united: After tha 


t, the Actors Characters in 
1690 are given ; 4 Revolution happened again in 


1695, and after various Changes of theatrick A- ” 


niſters, Stage Cabals, Patentee Oppreſſions (too nu- 
merous to be extracted from Mr. C. Cibber's Hi- 
ſtory, as they conſiſt chiefly of Chit- chat, and 
P Amuſements and Gayete de Ceur) they united at 
the Union ———<<© Hold, let me ſe. A, it was' 
« ſo: Iam right in my Chronology, for the Play of 
Humlet being played ſoon after, Eftcourt, who 
then took upon him to ſay any thing, added a 


fourth Line to Shakeſpeare's Prologue to the 


Play in that Play, which originally conſiſted 


A but of three; but Efcourt made it run thus. 


Er ui, and for our Tepe, 

Thus ſoeping to your Clemency, 
© | This being a Year of Unit)! 
% e beg your Hearing patiently; . 
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The private Policies, Law-Snits, Converſationis 
Kc. &c. &c. I paſs over, and come to the Patent 
which was granted to Mr., Calley Cibber, Mr. 
Wilks, Mr. Booth, and Sir Richard Steele, after 
the Acceſſion of his late Majeſty, not only for 
the Reaſon I. mentioned before, but becauſe I 
have much to ſay in my own Hiſtory of the ſame 
Kind on, thoſe Subjects in which I was the * Bu: 
Maſter-General, as Willis had been ſome few 
Vears before: And if in my Relations there are 
any cloſe Reſemblances of Paſſages to Mr. Cibber's 
Apology, I ſhall continue to quote them, to il- 
luſtrate mine, as I before promiſed: 
Well then, in the Year 1718, the Patent was 
3 Sven, whereby” the Stage came under the ſole _ 
Màͤanagement of: thre? Alters, and a- Gentleman 
& — who had long beer acquainted with theatric Af- 
fairs. Under this auſpicious Triumvirates, = 
A new Theatric golden Age aroſe. + 


PZ ( ( 
An acting Author now was a Judge of Drama- 

, jam regnat Apollo. _ 
2, ye Cas] give me, give me this great Bun; 
Dat Jer Bards may rule, and rule-alne. 


Then may I follow my great Exemplar 
Q mibi tam lingæ maneat pars ultima Vite - 
—— 4 & quantum ſat erit ME A, dicere fucla, 
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_ Gentle Reader, you will | excuſe this Rhapſody | 4 | 
when I tell you I am writing it at One o'clock 


this Morning, the 20th of May 17 40, after hear- 


ing ſomething relating to Drury- Lune, of which 


you may hear more hereafter. But to the Paten- 
tee-Actors let us turn our View: They had now 
gained all they wiſhed for, as to their Power and 
Management at Drury- lane: But at the ſame Time 
the preſent Mr. Rich's Houſe in Lincolns- Inn- 
Fields was opened, which not only terrified the 


Managers at Drury-lane, but was in fact, for a 


great Time, a Draw-back to their Profits; how- 
ever, both Patents have ſince ſubſiſted a Company 
with various Fortune: I find nothing after of any _ 
Conſequence in the theatric Hiftory worthy of 
Notice during the Triumvirate: They long went 
forward in a ſettled Courſe of Proßperity, which 
Mr. Cibber attributes to the“ viſtble Errors of 


« former Managements; from them they at 


&* laſt found the neceſſary Means to bring our pri- 
ce vate Laws and Orders into a general Obſervance 
“and Approbation of our Society. Diligence and 
« Neglect were under an equal Eye, the one never 
6“ failed of its Reward, and the other, by being 
© rarely excuſed, was leſs frequently committed. 
Yet ſure there muſt be ſome Partiality in theſe 
Managers, and ſome Jealouſy of young Actors; 
for ſeveral whom they ſlighted became at the other 
Stage good Actors, and were in high Eſteem with 
a great Part of the Town; and ſeveral in their 
own Houſe have ſince been thought excellent, 


who in their Management ſeldom or ever appear- 


ed. But Appearance, as well as Applauſe, is the 
warm Weather of a Theatrical Plant, This Ob- 
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4 ation, a 1 others, will Thew that 1 


write as an Hiſtorian ought, without F avour or 


Affection. 


One 1 which the Auel and hs 


Co-Rulers introduced deſerves Attention, as the 
preſent Stages ſtand in need of ſuch another. 
1 Among other neceſſary Reformations, 
2 ſays he, what not a little preſerved to us the 

<< Regard of our Auditors, was the Decency of 
ce our clear Stage, from whence we had many 
Fears ſhut out thoſe idle Gentlemen, who 

“ ſeemed more delighted to be pretty Object; 

; te themſelves, than capable of any Pleaſure from 
the Play: Who took their daily Stands where 

“ they might beſt elbow the Actor, and come in 
<< for their Share of the Auditors Attention. In 
% many a laboured Scene of the warmeſt Hu- 


. mour, and of the moſt affecting Paſſion, Have 


J fn the beſt Actors diſconcerted, while theſe 


80 buzzing. Muſketoes have been fluttering round 


„ their Eyes and Ears. How was it poſlible an 
e Actor ſo embarraſſed ſhould keep His Impa- 
: * tience from entering into that different Tem- 


60 per, which his perſonated Character might re · 


85 This him to be Maſter of.” 


his Nuſance of having Orouds behind our 


Scenes is now as intolerable as ever, both to the 
judicious Spectator and careful Player; and no- 
ting but the Auri Sacra Fames, of the Managers 
would induce. them to indulge. ſuch an Abuſe c of 
the Stage: They may ſay indeed it has been ſo 
long a Cuſtom that young Gentlemen of Diſtine- 


tion will not be denied, nor is it their Intereſt to 
5 — them. — Maſter ee er let me 
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aſk you a Queſtion; Will a dozen Crowns com- 


penſate the Affront given to a whole Audience of 


a hundred or 2 hundred and fifty Pounds? Will or 


can few, young Men of Quality ſupport your In- 
tereſt like the Ladies in the Boxes, the Gentlemen 


of the Inns of, Court in the Pit; or the more grave 
Citizens in the firſt Gallery: Well, but you an- 


ſwer, if ſuch a,Cuſtom was now denied, there 
would be Uproars in the Houſe, which of late have 
peen of ſuch fatal Conſequence, that it would be 
dangerous to hazard them again. — That might be 
Sirs,. as your Conduct prov'd: It has been expe- 
rienced, if you give proper Notice to the Town, 
None.-will be admitted bebind the Scenes, and your 
Seryants execute thoſe, Or ders with the 1 eateſt | 
Complaiſance, yet determined Reſolution, the Evil 
might be ſoon. remedied, as it is an Evil which 

no Pretence can defend, and all the Town will 
ſupport an Alteration of: The Spectators would 
think themſelves injur'd as well as you; and the 


Town very lately ſupported a Manager in ſuppreſ- 
ſing another Nuſance, the noiſy Inſolence and Im- 
pertinence of the Footmen: In ſhort, were th 


reſolved to give up a few pecuniary Pittances, they 


might, in a Week, keep the Scenes as clear from 


theſe Squirts and Puffs of Foplings as ever. Be- 


ſides, as Ars gi Celare artem, it would be politick 
not to let them ſee the Back/ide of aur Tapeftry ; for 


many an Actor and Actreſs may ſeem but ordinary _ 
Stuff on ſtrict Examination, who from a front 
Proſpect on the Stage may ſeem very well: Mr. 
Rich, indeed, when his own important Action is 
depending, has ſome Regard to this Rule, and the 
Scenes are kept clear becauſe Perſons then admit- 
ted might impede the Scenery; and the Beaus and 


Impertinents are ſatisfied with this Reaſon.—ls not 


then the Reaſon the __ in relation to the Ac- _ 


tors, 
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Tors, and the Scenery of a Play, as to a Panto- 


mime : Res ipſa laquitur.— This Nuſance is be- 


2 8 tides a Diſencouragement . to an Actor's Perfor- | 


mance; for when all who appear well dreſs'd are 


admitted behind the Scenes, may it not, as it has 


ſometimes happen'd, give an Opportunity to a 
Monſter dire, hated by Gods and Men, a Catch- 


1 95 pole call'd, under this Form, to touch, with ma- 


gie Spell, the Shoulder - Blade of ſome plum 'd buf- 


EFEin'd Heroe, and—0O! vile Shame ! —compulſive 
force him into Durance baſe ; where, by coercive 


Power, he is reftrain'd, till Bail of Manager ſhill 


ſet him free.—Such Apprehenſions muſt alarm an 


Actor who may not be the beſt Qconomiſt; and 


IM am ſure J have often ſeen Faces that have given 


me the Palpitation of the Heart. 
Mr. Cilber complains juſtly of another Diſtreſs 

the Managers of a Theatre are under, which, as 
I have myſelf experienc'd when I was the deputed 


Manager for Summer Companies at Drury-Lane, 
And a real one at the Theatre in the Hay- Market, 


I ſhall conſider this Particular. There is no greater 


- Perſecution in the Government of a Playhouſe, 


than the Perſecution of bad Authors The Mana- 
gers think their Caſe hard, and the Authors think 
ſo of theirs : Indeed it would move Pity when an 
. - Ingenious Indigent has been labouring, invita Mi- 
nerva, to heap up a Pile of Stuff which he calls 
Poetry, and to depend on it for more Months Sup- 


0 port than he has been ſcribbling it, yet after all to 


find it rejected. But though rejected in the-mildeft 
Manner, and for the juſteſt Cauſe, yet the Mana- 
ger muſt fall under ſevere Cenſure, and can have 
no Taſte: for good Writing, nor knows, what is 


, Senſe: He muſt be a Blockhead convict: Out 
comes an Epigram or a Satire, and we are 1 
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tiz'd as Fools, becauſe we will not exhibit'a Piece 


which we are ſure we muſt loſe by. But, pray, 
if we have Pity for a Gentleman's Circumſtances, 
is our good Nature to carry us ſuch Lengths- as 
will injure ourſelves? No. Charity begins at home; 
and I ſee no Reaſon why a theatrical Trader ſhould: 
not have the ſame Privilege as his Majeſty's other 


Liege Subjects in Trade, to buy or refuſe what he 


pleaſes: The Managers ought to be allowed this 

Liberty of judging Plays, c. before they are; 
brought on the Stage; for when they are brought 

on, the Audience will claim the Freedom of judg - 
ing of them as they think proper: They damn 
many which are brought on, but they would have 
nothing elſe to do the Year throughout, were the 

Managers of a Theatre to exhibit all the theatri- 
cal Lumber which is brought to them: To give 
a Refuſal to theſe Sparks: is difficult, and practiſed 
differently by different Perſons: Mr. Js would 
ſhewthe utmoſt Complaiſance on theſe Occaſions, -. 
and by paying the Author Compliments on his 
Piece, that there were many pretty Things in it, 
but it would not do as it ſtood then, or that it 
might be alter?d: for the better: By this, I'fay, he 
ſooth'd the Poet's Anger, who though he went 
not away ſatisfy*d,- did not go away enrag d. Mr. 


C. Cibber was more ſhort: He return'd a Piece 
with, It is not 
trical, Mr. Ri 


f far our Stage, Sir, it is not Thea= 


cb is more laconie ſtill, for he only 
took a different Way from them all; he being a 


Gentleman of Rank by Birth, piqu'd himſelf on 
treating Authors as Gentlemen: He would ſee 


them, excuſe his not having had Time to peruſe 
their Pieces, treat them with great Deference, and 


delire-them- to: call, again: Though this was as 


1 2 wrong 


(887 


- Foo none; Method, __ gave him much unneceſſary 


Trouble, yet, Courtier-like; he was pleaſed with 


8 great Number of Dependants, to all of whom 


he gave as much Favour as he could, and when 


he had kept them: in Suſpence ſometimes too long, 


| he diſmiſs'd them with much Complaiſance. and 
ood Nature.—As for myſelf, on ſuch Occaſions, 
followed my Father's Track; if Lread à Piece 
and found it was not Theatrical," I return'd it to 
the Author, and told him o nnd Perhaps the 
8 with a mifty Air, 'walk'd off nd wrote a- 
' gainft me: But what car'd 1 


88 Judicio 7 ulgi, Sanus Al. 825 


But the moſt pleaſant Way of Leila an 
Auther arefus'd Play, was that of Quims: This 


Quin was a managing Actor under Mr: Rich, at 
Lintolns. Inn- Fields, he had a whole Heap of Plays 
brought him, which he put in a Drawer in his 


Beauroe : An Author had given him a Play behind 
the Scenes, which I ſuppoſe he might loſe, or miſ- 
lay, not troubling his Head about it. Po or 


three Days aſter Mr. Bayes waited on him to know 


bow he lik'd his Play: Quin told him ſome' Ex- 


cuſe for its not being receiv'd; and the Author de- 
fired to have it return d..“ There, ſays Quin, 
there it lies on that Table. The r took 
up a Play that was lying on 2 Table, but on open- 
ing found it was a Comech, and: his was a Tragedy, 
and told Quin the Miſtake , Faith then, wy 
& ſaid he, I have loſt your” Play**—LZof my Play! 
_ cries the Bard Yes by G- 1 have, infwerd 
the Tragedian, but here isa Drawer full of both 
* Comedies and Tragedies,/ take any ribo you will in 


0 che Room of it, — The Poet left bim in high 
wr”, | * — e f 


Anecdote is worth relating. When Mr. James 


91 — 


5 Duceeen; and the Heroe ſtalk'd acrofs the oaks W 


to his Spato * Water and Rhenyp with a negligent 
Felicity. 5 

But to drop the Curtain of this Chapter, which: 
ſhall cloſe with Mr. Cibber's laſt Speech. 
„ During our laſt four Years, there happen d 


& ſo very little like what has been ſaid before, that 


& I ſhall conclude with barely mentioning thoſe 


| &. unavoidable Accidents that drew on our Diſſo- 


& jution: The firſt that for ſome Years had led- 
« me the Way to greater, was the continued ill! 
e State of Health which render'd Booth incapable 

e of appearing on the Stage. The next was the 
“% Death of Mrs. Oldfield, which happen'd on the: 
« 23d of October, 17 30. About the ſame: Time» 
« Mrs. Porter, then in her higheſt Reputation for 


( Tragedy, was loſt to us by the Misfortune' of 
4 7s ith Limb, from the overturning of a- 
© Chaiſe 3- and our laſt Stroke was the Death of 


* "Wi Ilie, in September the Year following, 17 31. 
1 0 Notwithſtanding ſuch irreparable Loſſes, 


-* «whether, when theſe favourite Actors were: 


«© no more to be had, their Succeſſors might not 
be better born with than they could poflibly+ 


* have been while the other were in Being; or 
© that the Generality of SpeRators, from their: 


Want of Taſte, were eaſier to be pleaſed than 
*. the Few that knew better ; or that at worſt our- 


*. AQorswete ſtill 'preferable to any other Com- 
« pany: of the ſeveral then-ſubfiſting ; or to what- 


ever Cauſe it might be imputed, our Audiences 
* were far leſs abated than our Apprehenfions had- 
4 ſuggeſted ; ſo that tho” it began to grow late in 


7 a8 with a ee ſtill Health and 1 
8 es 1 35 „„ a enough. 
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+; 08 -nduphi't to have been as uſeful nt the Stage ag 


© ever, I was under no viſible Neceſſity of quitting 


< it: But fo it happen'd, that our ſurviving Fra- 


<« ternity having got ſome chimærical, and, as I 


© thought, unjuſt Notions' into their Heads, 


<. which, though I knew they were without much 


has, Difficulty to be ſurmounted, I choſe not, at 
my Time of Day, to enter into new Conten- 
tions; and as T found an Inelination in ſome 
& of them to purchaſe the whole Power of the Pa- 
< tent into their own Hands, I did my beſt while 
„I ſtay'd with them, to make it worth their 
« while to come up to my Price, and then patient) 
1 « fold out my Share to the firſt Bidder, wiſhing 
„ the Crew I had left in the Veſſel a good Voyage. | 
What Commotions the Stage fell into the 
«Year following, or from what Provocations the 
e preateſt Part of the Actors revolted, and ſet up 
for themſelves in the Little Theatre in the Hay- 
& Market, lies not within the Province of my 
Title Page to relate: Or as it might ſet ſome 
«Perſons living in a Light 3 might poſſibly 
. not chuſe to be ſeen in, I. wil | 
ful for the involuntary! Favour'they have done 
& me, than trouble the Publick with private 
* Complaints of fancied er real Tnjuries.* „ 
Thus ends Mr. Colley Cibber's Hiſtory of his own 
Thins, and from this Fre I ſhall, as A Supplement 
too his Apology, continue mine. The View of the 
Stage for nine Years paſt, in which I have had a 
AUarge Share of Action, may ſeem a proper cur 
to his more copious and laborious Hiſto 


But before I conclude this: Chapter, I muſt do 
Juſtice to another compendiary Hiſtorian, old 


oo the Prompter, who has given the Charac- 
ters . N the Unim. 1 


There 


20 rennen e 


be rather thank 


Lent 


— 
oY 


ft oe jy fans 


„ : 
There is a Parttculgsity 1 Stile and Manner, 
and a turgid Fa in his Epithets; yet it 
is not to be wonder'd at, having been ſo many 
Vears converſant with theatric Phraſes, and elevated . 
Elcution : His Stile nor Manner are not copious 
and digreflive as that of Mr. Colley Cibber, yet 
there is a Something in it, by which the judicious 
Reader will diſcern ſome Aﬀinity of Genius Take 
his Characters | in their own Order an N | 
: g 7Þ Wilks, Tris 1 S in perſbn; of | 
graceful Port, Mein, and Air; void of AﬀeRta- ; 
tion; his Elevations and Cadences juſt: congruent. 
to Elocution, eſpecially in genteel Comedy; not 
inferior in Tragedy; the Emiſſion of bis Words 
free, eaſy, and natural, attracting attentive Silence» 
in his Audience (L mean the Judicious) GN „ 
where there are unnatural Parts, as 


— —P1] mount the Sh, - 
' Ind Hick the Gods He Fortbals, as If; ß 
= 41>" /27 "AF Pak! Durfey has it. g 


"ich puts the 1 to ach ob/reperous Sy 
Keguirer the Lungs: of 4 Smith's Bellows to es 3 
He is indeed the finiſh' d Copy of his famous = 
Predeceſſor Mr. Hart. 1 
Mr. Cibber, A Gentleman of his Tina: has ar- 
: rived. to an exceeding Perfection in hitting juſtly 
the Humour of a ffarch'd Beau or Fop to the Lord 
Nppington, Sir Fopling and Sir Courtly, equaling in 
the laſt, the late eminent Mr. Mounford, not 
much inferior in Tragedy, had Nature given him s 
Lungs ſtrenuous to his finiſh'd Judgment. 
Mr. EAcourt, Hiftrio natus ; he has the Honour 
(Nature endowing him with. an eaſy, free, unaf«ů 
tected Mode of * in * always ©. -- 
„ — 


i, 1997 
Eetsficatt his bee ee Quality (witneſs 
Serjeant te :) He's not excellent only in that, 
but a ſuperlative Mimick. 
Mr. Booth, a Gentleman of Were Education, 
ol F. orm venuſt, of mellifluent Pronunciation, ha- 
ving proper Geſticulations, which are graceful 
Attendants to true Wente, of: his Time a moſt 
15 compleat Tragedian. 
Mr. Fobnſon. He's Ceilful i in «the Art a Paint- 
ing, which is a great Adjument very promovent 
dso the Art of true Elocution, which is all requir- 
| able in him that bears the Name of an Actor: He 
[has the Happineſs to gain Applauſe from Court 
and City, witneſs Moro e, Carbacchio, Mr. Hothead, 
and ſeveral others: He is a true Copy of 8 Un- 
derbill, whom Sir William D'avenant judg'd 40 
"= Years ago in Lincoln's- Inn- Bals the trueſt dome 
dilan in his Company. 
Mr. Dogget, On the Stage He i is very 8 
Bund, wearing a Farce in his Face; his Thoughts 
1 deliberately framing, his Utterance congruous to 
his Looks: He is the only comic Original now 
extant. 
Mr. Pinkethman, he is the Dialing of Fortunatus, 
has gain'd more at the Theatres and Fairs in 
twelveYears, than thoſe that have tug'd at theOar 
of acting theſe 50. 
Next Mr. Mille, Mr. Pitvel, Mr. Bulleck ; the: 
two firſt excel in Tragedy; the other in Comedy.: 
I˖ͤ muſt not omit Praiſes due to Mr. Betterton, 
the firſt, and now only Remain of the old Stock 
of the Company, of Sir William D' avenant in Lin- 
coln's- Inn- Fields : He, like an old ſtately ſpreading 
Oak, now ſtands fix'd environ'd round with brave, 2 
e Srowing, e Nen . Yi * 
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6. „ Ele, tit the 2 Sam, rt 2 a relieving 


R ho this Pas: Narrative' rather ade ; 


uſe of Hiſtory already compiled than wrote my 
own, gs ax Scenes will open with great Events, 


in which I was a principal Actor; what a Kind 


of a Part I play, or how well I perform'd 1 


muſt ſubmit, as I ever ſhall all my other theatrical 


Adee to the Cenſure or eee of the 
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The Authors Anditio 3 in 1255 W Nar HA 20. 
— Hi, Commencing Author. The Reaſons A 
t. e A 1thor and Atexander compared. 


© Colley Ci Aber privately mize” i e J ob RD 


Wer Drury-Lane Theatre. 

3 zch-as a theatrical Patriot. The 161 
ane Company revol rf ge Highmore, and go 0 

the Hay-market. ' et of Parliament for- 

licenſing the Stage tonfideked by 55 Author and 


Ar. Colley Cibber. —— Refieftions on the Au- 


ther. of a ang — A N State , 
tf Ys 


IHE Theatre bas, with, „ 


priety been compared to a Political State, 
bus Nature of its Ge 


overnment has:never been; 
fed: Some affirm the natural Conſtitution. of a 


Tree is a i as it is a limited, 
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others an unlimited Monarchy : What is the beſt, 
or what the original Form of Government was, 
or what future Kind of Government it may have, 


the moſt ſhrewd theatric Politician cannot affirm. 


Whatever my Notions may be as to national 


Government, yet, as to a Theatrical State, I muſt 


pe confeſs myſelf Anti-monarchical : I 
O 


am for a Government by a few; a Triumvirate; 


and I will tell you roundly, Reader, my Reaſon. 


The Stage never ſucceeded better than under the 
Triumvirate; and as I can never be a ſole Monarch, 
this is the beſt Form I can think of, which would 


give me Power equal to a Monarch, though not 


the titular Honour; for my Co- partners in Em- 
pire ſhould be little more than Cyphers, ſignifying, 
roundly, Nothing. They might indeed be; Tri- 


umvirs, but then, like Duke Trincals in the play, 5 
TI would Triumvir over them. This may ſeem 
too uain a Conjecture of my on Parts, and too 
vain a Contempt of the Underſtanding of others; 
but in the Sequel of this Story you will find, that 

2s I was the Buſtle-maſter General, I was alſo the 


 Commander-General,. and Treaty - maſter Gene- 
ral; if with all theſe Commiſſions I could not 
ſecure to myſelf as much or more Power than moſt 


Ml0uỹnarchs in fact have, I ought to be ſtigmatiz d 


chiaveliſm. 


o 


for the erranteſt Dolt that ever pretended to Ma- 


But after this Pro- mium let me introduce Mat- 


ters of Fact, for which it will be neceſſary to pre- 

miſe ſome few Things regarding myſelf before the 
Friumvirate was diſſol vd, and: Mr. Colley Cibber 
fold his Share in the Patent, as they will the better 


_ eonne@ what Relations, Obſervations, Contem- 
Plations, '\Ruminations," Quotations, and Argu- 
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From the little which the Publick con- 


5 a of me as an Actor who would make atiy 

Figure, by Induſtry, Application, and what join'd 
to them is T3 mz, the All in All, Genius, I roſe 
into a gradual Eſteem of the Town: But leſt my 


Significance as an Actor ſhould not be glaring e- 


nough, I was reſolved, young as I was, at a Time 
when the whole Nation was in a Buſtle, to make 


my Share in it. In the Year 1720, when all 
Men thought of raiſing Eſtates, and bubbling the 


World out of what Money they could, I had a 
violent Ambition of getting much Money, and 
making much Noiſe. Would you think it, but 
I will confeſs the Simplicity of my ” Heart: N thought 
then that were I a South- Sea Director, 


That 1 700 d 41 Gods / —IVhat Tad * / 
But as I was, reſolv'd I was to act ſomething ad- 


ventrous within my Sphere; and unlike the other 


Projectors, I built my Scheme on a valuable Foun» 
dation; and, according to City Phraſe, I had the 


Credit of the beſt Man in England to make uſe of: 
In ſhort, as all were commencing great Men, I 
vas reſolv'd to commence Author, and according- 


ly alter d a Play of Shakeſpear's and had it brougnt 


on the Stage; nor was the Succeſs of it much un- 


equal to my Hopes. This indeed was thought 


ſtriking a bold Stroke; to alter Shakeſpear was a 
Taſk that ſome Perſons, merely bigotted to Anti- 


quity, ſhudder'd at the Name, they calling it ſa- 


cCrificing, violating, affronting, and I don't know 


what, the Manes of that Bard: But ſure all un- 
prejudic'd Perſons will not deny, that ſome hiſ- 


torical Plays of Shakeſpear want ks we now call 
Feau de Theatre, that is, a 


neceſſary to make Shakeſpeare - — more — 
more, 


— ſomething 


. ; 
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5 96 1 15 
more, in brief more Jeu de Theatre. My parental 
Exemplar had alter d. Richard the IIId. before, 
that is, he had cull'd the F lowers of two or three 


Plays, and had bunch'd them up into a Noſegay, 


for the Devil a Line did he write himſelf ; ſome 
indeed he alter'd, but ſome ſay for the worſe: In 
this Manner I alter'd - Henry the Sixth; and that 
the preſent and future Age might know that I had 


alter d it, I printed it with my own Name, in 


capital Letters, in the Title-Page. This is men- 
tion'd toſhew that I did patraſſare in my firſt ſet- 


| HS. ting out in a Theatre; but here I allow non paſ- 
bus 2quis. From this Inſtance, however, the 
© Publick ſaw there was ſome Spirit of Audacity, 


and the Dawn of Genius in me. From this no- 
table Era I became more ſingularly remarkable 
both on and off the Stage: I had ſome few ſmall 


1 > Parts given me, in which I facceeded beyond Ex- 
ts pectation; 3 but as by this Time I knew ſo much 


of a Theatre, that I was ſenſible Original Parts 


* made the ſtrongeſt Influence in the Audience, I 
5 endeavour'd to get all the little, ſprightly, or hu- 


mourous Parts Which 1 thought I could hit; the 


irſt in which I was more virtenkart taken Notice 


of, was the Country 1 2 in the Conſcious Lovers. 
f The Part was but a few Lines, yet I, without 
Affectation ſay, that I ſtruck into the aukwardly- 


pert cunning of ſuch an unlick'd Cub, ſo naturally, 


that J had as many Claps as Speeches. T valued 
not the Length of a Part ſo much as its Humour, 
and if I had Applauſe when I was on the Stage, I 
was better ſatisfied than being on the Stage long- 


er, and having no Applauſe at all: Other young 


Actors of the Houſe thought in regard to me, what 
2 Wilks and Powel did 3 as to Mr. Cibber, la be 
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* 


c They generally meaſured „ fays he, the Good- 


« neſs of a Part by the Length of it: I thought 

e none bad by being ſhort, that were cloſely na- 

&« tural, nor any the better for being long, with- - 
« out that Quality. But in this I doubt as to 

« their Intereſt they judg'd better than myſelf, 

« for I have generally . obſerv'd, that thoſe who 

« do a great deal not ill, have been preferr'd to 

« thoſe who do but little, though never ſo maſter- 

« ly,” As to the latter Part of the Sentence, 
Experience has prov'd equally, that to act much 


tolerably, and not ſo much maſterly, are the Ways 
to riſe, to the Top of a Theatre: Mr. Cibber was 


himſelf a Maſter of a Company, and it is no very _ 
great odds, but Mr. 7. C. may ſucceed to the 
ſame Poſt of honourable Profit. e 


K +. * * do * > Fa 


As Lroſe into ſome Degree of Approbation, I 


* 


ſucceeded Mr. Nopris, commonly call d Dich) Nor= 


ris in ſeveral of his Parts; which, with ſeveral o 


* 


for being an Author as well as an Actor, that 1 


would purſue the ſame Meaſures. I ſoon came to 
2 Reſolution, for Ambition in great Souls acts with 


incredible Rapidity . Aut Ceſar aut nullus, 


— 


I thought an excellent Apothegm : Nec mora, nec 
requies, Pen, Ink, Paper, a Collection of Plays, &c. 


being prepar'd, to Work went I. When I had. 


thought ofa Plot, ſtruck out Hints for ſome Cha- 


rafters, and fix'd in the Name of a Comedy, 1 


communicated, at à proper Opportunity, my De- 
ſign to my Father, He heard me with an indo- 
lent Air, and gave me no Anſwer, but lolling back 

JJ SSE Int 20 „ 
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thers, that I was well receiv'd in, put me a little 
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upon my Mettle ;, and I began to think, as Thad Ii 
heard my Father ſay, he was taken Notice of moſt IM 


.% 


— A 5 


to him my Deſign of writing a Comedy. 
A Comedy, Boy! Thou write a Comedy 

Yes; Sir, ſays I, why not? You wrote a Comedy 
| before 73 0 was my Ape. — © True, Child; but, 


4 {ud 


"2 Þ 25 1 
in his great Chair, took a Pinch o Snuff, and fell 
aſleep. It is impoſſible to conceive the tumul- 
tuous Paſſions that then 60 my whole human 
Frame: | 


Ouch "Rp my Hort, my Pulſe ran 88 
And Vengeance darted from my Eye; 
pon my Brow ſat Inwring Care, 
And all the Horror of Deſpair. 


Yet I waited till he awoke, and repeated 


nn Dear, I hope you don't think, of this Aﬀair 


' ©. ſeriouſh.” —— Yes, Sir, I have, thought on it, 


and have begun it, and half wrote it. — © Wel, 


. but harkye, Sir, What has put you on this Ex 7 ? E 


% Fame, Fame, I ft 222 and Parnaſſian Glory : 


Pr ythe flick to thy 
Say ing this, he took a Pinch of Snuff, and walk'd 


off. —— Reader, you may believe I was not in a 


little Confuſion, and you. may equally credit me, 


when I tell you I thought my Father as errant a 
conceited pragmatical ſelf- ſuffcient Coxcomb as 
ever he repreſented. However, on I went with 
my Play, and when I had finiſh'd three Acts, [ ac- 
cCidentally happen d to be with him alone, when 


he ſurpriz'd me, by faying, © Well, Boy, What is 


% become of this C _ of thine 2 Haß thou wrote a 
« favourite Scene yet? I told him what Progreſs 


J had made, when, taking a Pinch, and ſmiling, 


« Pr'ythe, ſays he, what diſt thou mean ? What a 
| 40 Gad. 's Name, THE inſpires you in this Attempt 9” 
That . Bly faid I, that moſt of | 


3; * 
3 ; 


uſineſs as an Aclor, and don't 
dc hero yourſelf i in a 9 40 Capacity a Corcomb. — 
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ing what Ideas the 
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the World act upon, iter. You'know, Sir, T 
have not been the moſt frugal Oeconomiſt; my 


Finances low, my Debts high, and my Creditors 
impatient 3 a Comedy, Sir, from me would ſet all 


right: J am ſure it will do; my writing it would 
make it run: The Name would raife a Curigſity. 


« Name-ſake, would fecure your being damn d. 
« However, as this is the State of the Caſe, let me ſee 


« your Play-when you pave finiſp d it, and I will let 
« you know more of my Mind. I like the Reaſon you 


give for writing, and therefore ſhall not oppoſe it. 


—— Now my Heart bounced with Joy, and what 
will not the Gratification of our Deſires work up- 


r Heart? I began to love my Father; I 


— 
rs 


on our Heart? 1 ol b 
look d on him in another Light, and inſtead of 
thinking him a Coxcomb, thought he talk'd like a 


very ſenſible Man. In a Fortnight my Play was 


finiſh'd, and I brought it him, and read it: He 


told me it was a rough Pebble, yet might do with 
2 little poliſhing; for it was a tolerable good firſt 


Play: In brief, it pleas'd him ſo much, that he 
lick'd the rude Poetic Cub into that Form in which 


it afterwards appear d. On his Conſent it ſhould 


be brought on the Stage immediately, I could not 
help ruminating on the Happineſs of my Caſe as an 
Author; for there was not one Author then liv- 
ing could have brought a Performance on the Stage 
without infinite Trouble, Vexation, Charge and 


Intereſt, I took Care it ſhould get into Rehearſal 
at the Time the Managers had appointed, who 


were ſo civil-as to compliment me with the prime 
Part of the Seaſon. It may ſmell pragmatical in the 
Noftrils of Gravity, yet I cannot here help remark- 
hirſt of Fame and Interęſi will 
Iaiſe in a generous Mind. The Reader will think,” 
END) IWR Alexander 
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Alerander the Great and I, can have no Analogy 
on this Occaſion: But though my Character is 
not parallel to him, my Soul may. The Minds 


of two Men, though they are plac'd at ſome Diſ. 


_ tance, if they think in a right Way, will and muſt 
meet in one and the ſame Thought; ſo every one 
knows two parallel Lines, the leaft inclining to 
one another in 0 Sea muſt and will meet 
in one and the ſame Point; as then an Analogy 
between Me and Alexander may be mathematically 
prov'd, Þ1I ſhow it alſo by Example. The Ma- 
' #edimian when he had. meditated in Youth. high 


Exploits, and noble Feats of Arms, his Breaſt all 
ſwelling with the Heaves and Throws of Ambiti- 


Fibel by theſe he ſhook his brandiſt d Falchion 
on Conqueſt he reſolv'd,; reſolv'd and con- 


quer d: fol ruminating on dramatic Fame, Par- 
nuaſſian Glory, and three third crowded Nights, 
| ſet before my Eyes the Writings, of Colley Cibber; 


inſpir'd by thoſe, I brandiſh"@high-my Pea, hur- 


lung Defiance in vile Critick's Teeth. - On Tri- 


| Now ſome ſmart theatrical Mal de will ſay this 


' Compariſon proves me no more like Alexander the 


Great, than that of Fluellin's.in Henry the Fifth does 


him like Alexander the Pig. This would give me 


uc Pain. | | ' 
d eee Sar 
ut as to my Ply: When it dere. e mar 


nin Rehearſal, and was almoſt ripe enough for the 


Stage; a peſtilential Blaſt of Envy had like to have 
deſtroy d it, and with it all my fair Hopes: A Ru- 


mour had gone abroad, that truly this Comedy was 
none of mine, but my Father's 3 and that he, not 


* 
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ry willing to ſtand the Bears any more, brought it out 
: under my Name. As ridiculous as this was, it 


is 95 5 

ds gain'd Belief among many, therefore it was thought 
. MW neceffary that I ſhould make a previous Apology 
Rt to the Town to ſet Matters in a true Light, and 
ie to take off Prejudice: Accordingly I wrote a Let- 
bn ter to the Town, and printed it in one or more of 


et the publick Papers, in which I told them that, upon 
my Word and Credit, it was all my own Doings, 


y and that my Father never wrote a Line of it, or F 
10 ſaw it. Notwithſtanding this Letter, and the in- | 
þ trinſic Value of the Comedy, there was great Op- -- 
11 MW poſition made to the Play, and damn'd it had ſurely : 
2 been, if the Epilogue ſpoke by my firſt Wife Fenny 
3 Cibber and me had not ſav'd it; for my Father 
4 knowing how it would be, wrote an Epilogue as a | 
1- Dialrgue, between me and Penny, in which ſhe told | 
5 me I was a Blochhead to write, and that I was my a 
85 Father's own Son; all which were ſtrong Jokes 1 
53 with the Audience. I put on a pitiful Face, told "i 
F THE A PL P ice, 1 | 
- her I wrote to pay my Debts, and that I would j 
* for the future, prove a good and loving Husband, i 
* if ſne would ſave my Pay; The Audience being; 
is won by her Entreaty, too re 
e © © Groe us, at leaſt, au honeſt Chance. to live, | 
* The Play liv'd nine Nights, ——— This being 
the chief Incident of my Life as an Author, I have 
been ſomewhat prolix in the Account of it; and 
have yet ſome more Obſervations to make. I 
9 HK remind be e I wrote'a Letter to the Town pre- 
e vious to the Performance of my Play: Now there 
5 18 a Parallel to this in the Conduct of Mr. Celley 
2 Cibber, which is not mention'd in his Apology, his 
i Apology not reaching to that Time. Every one 
tt muſt remember that three Years ago Mr. Colley 
3 SL at 


— 


no ſooner in Rehearſal, but flap the | 
at him 3 Letters, Epigrams, Odes, Jokes, 


5 A 


Wot” 


g _ brought to Drury-Lane Theatre his Play; 


alter'd from Shakeſpear, calPd Xing Faro It was 
-riticks were 


and all the Ribaldry of Gru/reet flew about in 
the Papers, and it was faid the Templars, and their 


Poſſe Legiſlatus, were engag d to damn it. On 


this Mr. Cibber wrote a Letter, directed, To the 
Students of the Inns of Court, and very handſomly 


and mighty civilly defired them to do no ſuch 


Thing. This Letter was new Fuel to the Flame; 
they fell foul of the Letter immediately, from 
whence he mi 550 eaſily conjecture how they would 


uſe bis Play: But what could he do; the Play was 


enes painted, and much Time had been ſpent 


which the Maſter of the Houſe would otherwiſe 


have been uſing to his Intereſt, therefore he could 

not fairly withdraw it : However, he was reſolv'd 
it ſhould not be damn'd; and fearing the Maſter 
might infiſt on its being play'd, what does he, but 


at a Rehearſal, ſeeing his Play lying on the Promp- 
ter's Table, he takes up the Copy, and puts it up 


into his Pocket ſag, and decently walk'd off with 
it, reſolving he would not run the Riſque of ſo 

8p ious a Fortune. 55 0 

I T ſhall. here, while I think of it, ſpeak of a The- 


= atrical Conduct lately practiſed, nor can I ſpeak of 


it in any Place more proper than in this: I mean, 
that of Perſons belonging to a Theatre addreſſing 


the Town by Letters. 


Il muſt confeſs, that Land my Father firſt prac- 
ttiſed this Art, with the fame Succeſs : It laid us 
open to the Criticiſm of Coffee-houſe Wits, who 
thought ſoberly on what we wrote haftily : There 
as ſuch canvaſſing the Style; this was not Gram- 


* : 


oy. 
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nur, and that was not Senſe one Thing was fa th 
Engliſh, another a Cibberiſm : But beſides the Jokes, 


bated the Point over, and form'd themſelves intay, 
Parties, which we experienc'd were not to our Ad- 
vantage. I have, indeed, ſince the Time of my 


Play, addreſs'd the Town, and with the ſame Suc- 


ceſs ; for I find by our Theatric Squabbles and 
Alterecations we make as much Amuſement to the 


Town in a Morning, as by our Performance in an 
Evening. The Contentions for the Part of Polly 


between Mrs. Clive and my late I was go- 


ing to ſay Vie; but a late Voman who 


was calPd by my Name: That Conteſt, I remark, 


furniſh'd a copious Topic for Converſation, Ar- 


gument, and Publication, and ended with Noiſe 


and Uproars in the Play-houſe : There has 'been 


the ſame Thing practiſed by Manfieur Dencyer and 
pts © Roland, and before by Monfieur Poi- 


tier and 


* 


paſs Sentence, they are divided in Opinion, and 
then the Queſtion muſt be decided by Noiſe and 


Tumult, and they who are the greateſt Rioters 
carry it. I do not find that any of theſe epiſtolary _ 
Addreſſes to the Town from theatric Performers 
have done them any Service, nor would I adviſe, 

on any. Occaſion, to have Recourſe to ſuch Ex- 
pedients : However, there is no Rule without Ex- 
ception. Mr. Rich, who has never ſuffered his 


N . — 8 . - 4 4 1 > 4s 
| : ; ] N 8 „ 2 * js E 

3 - . o 8 3 FD 

= vy 4 i « 

; 0 2 — — g 

| g [ 1 3 ; : : | | 

0 x 1 . / 

2 * . — 4 


moiſelle Roland, verſus Meffieurs Quin 
and Fleetwood, and yet another, which made not a 
little Noiſe, between the two Harlequins, Meſ- 

ſieurs Philips and Moodward. The Conſequence © 
of all theſe Addreſſes has been this; the Town is 
calld into the Play houſe, as the dernier Reſort, to 
judge of Things which the Maſter of the Houſe. 
is only Judge of: When the Judges come to this 
mixt Court of Judicature, where all preſent may. 


* 


3p 


1 
i 


1 esa TT. 
People to make Appeals, nor ever made them him« 
ſelf, was at laſt drawn in by meer Neceſſity. A 
Iittle, trifling, pragmatical, obſcure Pothecury, that 
lives in ſome bye Street or Alley about Covent- 
Warden, one F—H—!l, publiſhes a: Thing call'd 


the Opera of Orpheus, and in a ſcurrilous Preface 
to it, abuſes Mr. Rich for having ſtole his Enter- 


tainment of Orpheus and Eurydice from his Orpheus, 


and inſtigated the Publick to do Juſtice for ſo no- 


torious a Fraud; nor was this Pamphlet his only 
Attack: He run about the Town, made Parties, 
and People from his Repreſentations, thought him 


ee, really Injured : Now it became neceſſary for Mr. 


Rich likewiſe to appeal to the Town, and to ſet 


the Affair in a true Light, and plainly narrate 


downright Matters of Fact: To this H- re- 


Wb with all the ſcoundrel Scurrility his little 
it could afford: and I alſo became an Object 


bf his Malice, There was a candid Anſwer prin- 
ted to his Pamphlet the Night before the Enter- 


tainment came out. This Addreſs to the Public, 


from Mr. Rich, was neceſſary, and had the deſired 


Effects: The firſt Night the Entertainment was 


| crouded, and was received with general Applauſe ; 


and the World has never ſince hear'd of that 
Hl, who ſunk into that Obſcurity from whence 


he emerg d. 


But to return, Reader, to that Station in the 


Theatre from whence I digreſs' d. After having 


wrote my Play call'd the Lover, I began to think 
myſelf every D 


Management of a young Company to play in the 


Summer Seaſon. | Accordingly 1 got Leave from 


Mr. Wilks, and the other Maſters, to form a young 


ay of more and more Conſequence; 
and having got an Inſight into the Manner of 
MMlanaging, I began to think I was Equal to the 


Company, 


| 15 1 10 | 
Coinpanys LEY: to play during the Vacations 
This was no bad Thing for the Maſters, nor the 
inferior Players; for the firſt receiv'd a ſettled 

Payment for the Uſe of a few old Scenes and 
Cleaths, and the latter generall -- five or fix Days 


ber Week for two Days Performance. Be- 


| Th I generally brought out ſome! new: Pieces | 


and Farces, which not only turned to our imme- 
diate Account, but to the Good of the Actors, as 
Actors, and to the Maſtens, by becoming very gain» 
ful Performances the Winter or two. following. 
Jo inſtance this, I need ſay no more than that 
George Barmoell, the Devil to pay, the Mock Doctor, 


and the B Beggars Opera, the Part of Polly by Mrs. 


Clive, were firſt perform'd under my Management 


of Summer; Companies: From theſe young Com- 


panies ſee what Performers have been 0 
ſprung; Mrs. Clive, Mrs. Buttler, and, thoug 
laſt, not leaſt in Love — MYSELF, This 


Cum T continued tilt the, Rewwolutiom of es 


whole Company under my Conduct, of which 


more hereafter. This Management of mine was 


an undoubted Proof of my Abilities, and I did 
imagine I might become a Manager in my own 


Right: But, alas! how frail are all human Hopes: 
x ON the Death of Mr. Wi lhs, Mr. Cibber, ſen, fold 


out, at a r Opportunity, his Share of the Pa- 
tent to Mr. Fhohmore,'a Gentleman Who had 'a 


great liking to 9 Affairs, and who had , 


play'd ſome Parts on the Stage, meerly, I ſuppoſe, - 
to ſhew what a Judge he was of acting, and con- 
ſequently of Actors. The Parts he playd were 
Fbtſpur and Lothario, This Gentleman, beſides 
bis Liking to theatrical Affairs, had chiefly a Lik- 

ing to theatrical Gain: He had heard, and partly 
ſeen what Profits the 1 had made lo a 
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Tong Courſe of Years, and had a Mind to purchaſe 


4 . what he thought would prove ſo fine an Income: 
How his Expectations were anſwered, you will 
find related. Here I muſt diſcloſe a Secret; When 


Mr. Ciber, fen. ſold out his Share in the Patent, 


I was deſperately alarm'd, and look'd on it as a 
Piece of Injuſtice done to myſelf: For I thought 
is Share, or at leaſt the major Part of his Share, 
would have devolved upon me as an Inheritance; 
therefore I looked on myſelf as a difinherited Son, 
and that Highmore had bought, clandeſtinely, my 
Birth Right, or rather by ſiniſter Means deprived 
me of it. This may ſerve for a Reaſon: why I fo | 
| heartily enter'd into the Meaſures I afterwards 
proſecuted: On Mr. Booth's Death the Patent be- 


came inveſted to the Property of Mr. ZHighmore, the 


Widow Booth, and the Widow Milis. The whole 
Company began to murmur at being rul'd by ſo 
motley a Kind of Government as they were now 
_ falling under, viz. A Man who knew nothing of 
the Buſineſs, and two Women unfit for ſuch a 
Province: Mr. Ellis was indeed deputed to act for 
Mr. 7s, but I believe that did not much better 
= the Affairs: Mr. Ellis, however, became not only 
2 Deputy to Mrs. Willis, but Prime-Miniſter and 
Fuc-Jotum to Fhghmore.. This could be no plea- 
ſiant Situation for the other Actors, who had been 
ſo many Vears labouring in the Theatre, and bore 
the Burthen of the Day; ſuch as the elder Mills, 
Mr. Fohnſon, Miller, Griffin, and ſome others, who, 
though younger, had ſome Claim, as Mills, jun. 
and myſelf: I found this-an.admirable Time to put 


in Execution a Deſign I had it plan'd, which. was, 
at a proper Opportunity; to fling off the Yoke, 


5 , 5 : Fu o 
And ſet u Makers: and Managers ourſelves: 
* 1 4 * * L *, * 5 * 0 * * * * 7 bl - * K. * - p » * | +, r > 
. - . K : > 7 , * 8 3 g % 6 0 : 5 3 4 * : 
„ . n * 32 ? 7 : Gy 2 * 7 2 y * ? 2 F * SE T 7 4 
8 of * 9 4 Ci 8 ” 4 * 4 2 4 2 2 « . 45 « i 0 * 2 Fa ay 3 HA 41 x 4 £ 4.4 -* "Y 8 
24 5 5 . 
By N 8 1 


CE 


1 4 1 - : 3 ! G : - 
"Rh, B55 Re 8 ²˙ Weg 3 OAT SIS 8 . T p ²˙ . ²˙ uw . Et Mit. a mm 1 PY FY * — 1 8 aa # .o au —_ 


> { 
"Ah 
* n NN 


3 ͤ a 


br 


« 


bh 


At one of our private Metin all were © vom as ; 
ing, yet no one - propoſed a Method of Redreſs, 
when I got UP een. _ Chae r and thus * 
yell. 


Seer, he | | 
Y Heart never beats wich a mn Joy 
a than when I have a Power of thinking 


and in right: I think the Glow that now 


« watms my Boſom is raiſed by Truth and che- 
e riſhed by Sobriety. Long have you complained 


« ofthe Tyranny you groan under, and long have 


“ looked with Watte on your Chains: But 
* what, O ye Gods / can avail lugubrious Lamen- 


« tations? Of what Force is uch female Rheto- 


“ rick? If you think you receive Injuries, 


deliver yourſelves. from them: If you would 


« not, be Slaves, be free: If you have a Mil to 


be ſo, you have Power. Under what Bonds 


are you confined ? By what Allegiance are you 


© reſtrained? Vou have a: glorious Cauſe: You 


5 may be the Aſſerters of the Cauſe of | Liberty, 
„What though your Enemies have got the Pa- 


te tent, you N own. Talents, your cn Eu 
40 dyoroments of. | 


ature, and , Acqui/itions of Art. 
What is the Great: Seal to you!? You, may ſay 


* of that, as was ſaid. by a great and hold Man of 


« Ma gna Charta, it was a Magna Furta. If you 
5 i hay ve. Spices [Refolution,, and Obndug, a fair 


& Road invites. to Wealth, Fame, and F reedom. 

„ You may take their Houſe of ſome of the Ren- 
6c | ters, and get Poſſeſſion of i it by Artifice,, and ſet . 
up yourſelves:,, K Stratagem in War is no 
« Crime: Or, failing in that, you may, pro tem- 
| 1. pore, take the: PERS mrs Houſe... Nour 
5 en . Will. A FEI LAN weir and No- 
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4. 4 of Place will be 3 Scene, and 
give Succeſs.” Perhaps it may be objected we 
& paveè no*Exrhequer, no Scenes, no Claaths, with 
4 2 long Et cætera. What then? Vou may 
* have Credit enough Though ſome among 
1 1 you have not much Credit in a private Capacity, 


yet in a public Capacity, as a Body cor porate, 
« as it were, much redit will be Peg 2 here 


are monied Men who will adventure Sums on 
4 ſuch a Proceeding : Therefore, Sirs, no longer 


« ſhew this Franity of Complaint ; the Means of 
«© Freedom are in your own Poſſeſſion, which, if 
you refuſe, may you be perpetual Slaves, and 'be 


< ſold like a Herd of Sheep from one Purchaſer to 
1 another: If you dare be otherwiſe, by this honef 
Hart I will riſque my Life and Fortune with 


< you, and prove to you, chat I cannot only, Fari 


1 5 
que fentio ſed Agere que 8 _ kn oh 
5 a 46 think, but act 1 ingly.” 1 


This n had all the Saucer r L could 


=> wiſh; They ved no longer to bear the ao 
> Yoke ef yranny, but aſſert that Liberty an 


Which all true "Britons Are ſo tenacious 


of. When the Seaſon was quite over, we thought 
it a proper Time, having gain'd ſome of the Ren- 


ters to our Side, to endeavour to gain Poſſeſſion of 


the Theatre; but in this we fail'd, though we at- 


tacked it, i Amis. On this Difappointment, 


were all agreed, chat the only Place we cbuld pitch 
dur Tents at, and open our theatrical Campaign, 
muſt be at the little Houſe in the Hay-market, 
geveral Objections were made to the Situation of 
the Place, and the Smallneſs of the Theatre ; but, 
_ had the Revolution ſtrongly at Heart, I talked 


„ of all Tr Over 


1 


e ion. 
* * 


* 
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tons. At Length it was reſolved, in a full Council.  . WY 
> WH of War, that we would encamp at the Hay-market ; - vs 
| WH we accordingly took the Houſe of one Potter, a = 
Carpenter, who was the Landlord, beſpoke. all mb 
our dramatick Equipages and Furniture, and held i" 
„frequent Councils to ſettle: the Operations of te il 
» WW enſuing Campaign. At the Fair of Bartholomew _— 
eve gain'd ſome Recruits ; but beſides thoſe Ad. 
1 WW vantages over the Enemy, I myſelf went there in 
r Perſon, | and publickly expoſed myſelf : This was ' Wl 
f Wl done to fling Defiance in the Patentees Teeth ; for 1 
f on the Booth where I exhibited, I hung out the 
* Wl Stage- Mutiny, with Piſtol at the Head of his Troß, 
) our Standard bearing this Motto, — Ve Eat. —- = 
ha few Days after, the Patentees opened with wi 
Ab, to which they 4dded an occaſional Scene, Po 
1vritten formerly by Sir John Vanburgh, on a prior i) 
I. Defertion' of Actors, . they thought thex 
| did great Service to the Patentees, and caſt a ſevere : Wi 
Reflection on us: They next attack*d us by ano- Wit 
d ther old, worn-out, rhapſodical Affair of one - - Wi 
2 Wl Feildings, call'd the Author's Farce, in which Iand, ü 
d WW my Father were daily ridicul'd : But all this 1! 
1s WF laugh'd at in my Sleeve, well conſidering, : that - IM 
te joking on the Cibbers could not hurt us. On the | h 
. contrary, we open'd with Love for Love, and got jy [7 
of Wl up all the ſtrongeſt Plays with a diligent Expedi-  — 
t- tion, Our Company conſiſted of the old Veterans, WM 


t, Wl who were allow'd by the Town to be greatly ſu- 
ch perior to our Antagoniſts; for excepting Mrs. 
n, Cle and Mrs. Horton, there was not one in their - 
1. Company but was the contemptible Refuſe of the "oY 
of Theatre. We had alſo receiv'd an additional 

t, Force, by receiving Mr. Milward, who having 

ed tt Mr. Rich on ſome Diſguſt, join'd our Forces, 

c- Wl The Patentees imagin'd that much depended on 
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the Number of their Troops, and they had try'4 


conſiderable Reinforcements from ſtrolling Com- 


panies; but being all aukward and undiſciplin'd, 

they were no more to compare to us than the 

County Militia to the King's Body-Guards *, 
* What rude, riotous Havock was made of all 


c the late dramatic Honours of our Theatre! Al 


( d became at once the Spoil of Ignorance and Self- 


Coneeit! Shakefpear was tortur'd and defac'd in 
joſt in one Hour all their good Senſe, their Dig- 
| < nity, and Fame. Brutus and Gaſſus became 
* ,noify Bluſterers, with bold unmeaning Eyes, 


cc mriſtaken Sentiments, and turgid Elovution: 


Not young Lawyers in hir'd Robes and Plumes 


e racter they belong'd to. This exclamatory 


Invective of Mr. Colle Cibber, on the Revolution 


which Berterton made, is ſo apropos to my Revolu- 


tion, I could not forbear quòting it. As we met 


with much Succeſs, and the Patentees with none 


at all, they thought to effect by Policy what they 
could not obtain by Foree: They endeavour'd 


therefore to filence us, not by the Authority of the 
Lord Chamberlain, hut that of an Act of Parlia- 
ment; by which they would prove us Vagabonds. 


To effed this, Mr. Herper was takenup as. a Va- 


gabend, and was committed to Bridervell. But on 


the Prial of the Legality of his Commitment, it 


appear d that he was not within the Deſoription 


of the Act of the Twelfth of Queen Aune, againſt 
Vagabond, he being a Houſe r; and having 
© a Vote for the Members of Parliament 2 1 
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„C, Cibber's Apology p. 116. 55 | | 
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turn'd to the Dominions of our former 


and put at the Top of our Pen Bill, By Licence of the : 
Mafter of the Reels ; for which titular Honour we 


[art 


| minſler : p He was thereſore dſcharg U, and in- 
ducted through the Hall, amidſt the triumphant. 


Acclamations of his theatric Friends. Having 

carried this important Point, we had nothing > 

2 from the Patentees, knowing now chat our 
cceſs depended ſolely on our on good Conduct. 


and the Favour of the Publick. I cannot but con- 


feſs that we had diſmal Apprehenſions of the Forte 
of the Act, which would have ſo fix d the Power 
of the Patent, that we muſt inuitis animis have rv. 
Maſters: 
We had inderd got a ſpecious Colour of a Licente, 


paid him handſomly; yet we did this rai 


induce the Publick to think we play d by a legal 


Authority and under the Sanction of che Court, 
than for any Right which we thought it conferrd 
on us. We could not be i tgnorant that Mr. Gif 
fard's Company at Goodman s Fields was then play- 


ing againſt all the Oppo ſition that could be made 
to it, againſt — ef che City of London, and 


even their Remonſtrances to the Court chat it 
was a Nuſance. In ſhort, it was not then thought 


in the Power of the Crown to ſuppreſs a Play- 


houſe, though acting without Royal Licence and 
ermiſſion, becauſe it was not evidently an illegal 


...Thing. But the Caſe is now alter'd by a late 
Ac of Parliament, which has fix d all Power in 
regard to Theatres and theatrical Affairs in the 
Lord Chamberlain for the Time being: As this- 


Act is of ſuch Importance to the Theatres, and 


the paſſing it caus d great Debates in both Houſts,. _ 
it may be proper to conſider the Cauſe and Rea- 


ons given for having it enacted; in relating which, 


N eee State- 


-  - Serrets, which Mr. C. Cibber has omitted; yet! 
mall open my Narrative in his Words, as they are 
an Invective againſt a certain Perſon, for whom 
alſo I have a Word or two in Pettoͤo. 
„ ® 'Theſe tolerated Companies gave Encou 
FE 2 ragement to a broken Wit to collect a fourth 
Company, who for fometime acted Plays in 
FE. the  Hay=Martet, which Houſe the united 
Drury. Lane Comedians had quitted. This en- 
terpriſing Perſon, I ſay, (whom I do not chuſe 
_ : to name, unleſs it could be to his Advantage, 
or that it was of Importance) had Senſe enough 
to know, that the beſt of Plays with bad Actors 
„ would turn but to a very poor Account, and 
therefore found it neceſſary to give the Publick 
ſome Pieces of an extraordinary Kind, the Poe- 
try of which he conceiv'd ought to be ſo ſtrong, 
that the greateſt Dunce of an Actor, could not 


= ſpoil it, He knew too, that as he was in haſte. 
85 to get Money, it would take up leſs Time to 
de intrepidly abuſive, than decently entertain- 


BY ing; that to draw the Mob after him, he muſt 
rake the Channel, and pelt their Superiors ; that 
to ſhew himſelf Somebody, he muſt come up to 
Lf Juvenal Advice; and ſtand the Conſequence. 
Aude aliquid breuibus gyaris & carcere dignum 
* Si vis effe aliguis-— Sis : 


duch then was the mettleſome Modeſty he 
“ ſet out with; upon this Principle he produc'd 
e ſeveral frank and free Farces that ſeem'd to 
*© knock all Diſtinctions of Mankind on the Head. 
60 Religion, Laws. Government, Prieſts, Judges, 
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Nic. Cibber's Apology, p. 164. 
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Name of H-—y 5 
guin, the 5 Regifter, Eurydice hiſs d, and o— 
thers of the ſame political Caſt, To theſe Farces, 
which · were allegorical Satires on the Adminiſtra- 
tion, the Town run with the utmoſt Avidity of. 


- rod 


0 5 Miniſters were all laid- flat at the Feet of . ( 


« this + Hercultan Satyriſt. This Drawcanfir in 
% Wit, that ſpar'd neither Friend nor Foe ;, who, 
e to make his Fame immortal, like another Ero- 
6 ftratus, ſet Fire to his Stage by writing up to an 
Act of Parliament to demoliſh it. I ſhall not 

give the particular Strokes of his Ingenuity a 
&« Chance to be remembered, by reciting them; 
& it may be enough to ſay, in general Terms, they 
were ſo openly flagrant, that the Wiſdom of 
« the Legiſlature thought it high Time to 3 
„Notice of them. 


The Perſon of whom Mr. Cibber only gives the: 


Outſide Lines of his Pourtrait, is at preſent well 
known by thoſe only; but that Poſterity may 


know this iniquitousSon of Wit, who has fell under 
this heavy Cenſure of the Laureat for ſatirizing : 


the juſt Meaſures of the preſent. all- juſt, all-wiſe,. 
and all- powerful Miniſter ; 


e Lis Eſq; Author of Paſ- 


Defamation and Scandal: He drew the Mb after 
him from Grove/nor, Cavgndiſh, Hanover, and all: 


the other faſhionable Squz res, as alſo from Pal 
Mall, and the In, of Co arte I call them as the 
Apologiſt I quoted calls them, Mob; for there 
Qhality as well as Mobs of 
Naggimu nn s; your Magnum vulgus & imum ——- 


may be your Mobs of 


Your.gre.t Vulgar and the ſmall.— Well 
Theſe Mobs or e or Concourſe, or 
1 "ig Audiences 


N This "Og be thin in a double Jean the Perſon In 


ar having fince called himſelf Hercules Vinegar, and is the nauteriouy- | 


Author AE. Gd . 


C 


I will ſubſcribe the: 85 
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Audiences, call them what you will; reſorted 
nightly to hear theſe Farces, and were dull enough 
not only to think they coritain'd Wit and Humour, 

but Truth alſo. It could not but regret me to ſe © 

Tome noble Peers andGentlemen J had entertain'd | 

a very good Opinion of, as to their Parts and 3 

Capacities, fitting in the Side-boxes, *nd ſeem- 

ingly delighted with the Perfotmance: But T have 

Charity enough for theſe Gentlemen to think they 

Aid all this more out of Party-Zeal, and to byaſs 
the Mob, than from any Conviction, there was, in 
thoſe Farces, either Senſe, Humour, or Truth, — 

But what will not Men proſtitute in a Party- 
Cauſe !- The Succeſſes of theſe dramatic Pieces 
made the Mir not a little uneaſy, nor could 
the merry droll Mortal his Brother keep his Tem- 
per; for let ſome Mͤen be as facetious as they 

pPleaſe, and love a Laugh as much as they will, they 
don't like the Laugh to be always on them. I and 

my Father, who can bear as much laughing at, 

and have had as much laughing at, as any two 

Perſons in the Kingdom, not excepting the two 
honourable Gentlemen T juſt now mention'd ; yet 
- © though we carry it off in Company, it ſtings, it hurts 
: bur Hearts to be the ſtanding Objects of Raillery ; 
and I will not ſay, but if we could as well avenge 
| the Inſults on us, as the Mr could againſt 
Hum, but we might perform it.. . But to the 
Point. From theſe farcical Satires, a Uainty wy 
| _  Portunity offer'd itſelf tothe great Man, not on N 
to ſuppreſs thoſe, but to bring all Stages, and a 
Stage-writings under ſuch a. Reſtriction, that no- 
thing ſhould be exhibited for the future that fhot 
FE: give him the leaſt Uneaſineſs. Here was an admira- 
Dle Proof of deep Poliey andSagacity,. to make the 
. Satire of his Enemies be the . 


= 
1 


2 . © 


ſpeak falſe, and not afraid to = 
Mr. Giffard had removed about this Time from 


us the hitting i 


— — eee Tg Ow . <= = 


: del againſt Majeſty 


TY GOT YD 


nsr 


I muſt here enter the Verge of prwute Hi 


that great Talent of an Hiſtorian, not to dare to 
ſpeak Trutn. 


Coden Field to Lincoln - m Fields Houſe, 
which he had hir'd of Mr. Rich; His Removal 


had not anſwer'd his End, and his Affairs began 

to grow deſperate. He had never as yet given any 
prejudicial Offence to the Court, yet was ſuppos c 
not to have ſuch Obligations to it, as to deny, at 
this Juncture, the performing a Farce which 
might bring him a large Sum of Money. At this 
fame Time, in a moſt vile Paper, call'd Commute 


—_ there was a libellous Production 'call'd the 
lden 
Fools enough to think Wit and Humour: Now 


atre, a. 
Dramatick Piece was wrote on the Golden Num 
Subject, and call'd the Golden Rump, which was 
given Mr. 
was rehears'd it 


to Boten: g Streit with this Satirical 
Perufal ; and fit Was found tò be a ſcurrilous, igno- 


minious, traiterous, ſcandalous, &c. Sc. c: Lin 
itſelf. It was immediately car- 
_ fied to = Thown to — explain'd to and remon- 


ſtrated to that if there was not an immediate 
Act of Parliament to ftop ſuch Abuſes, not Regal 


Dignity was fafe from them. Actum g. 
r a- A 


Rum, which the Town and the Mob wert 


| in with the Humour of the multitu- 
dinous Mob is very advantageous to a 


A Scheme was lald to — 16 De . 
| Was put in Execution, and it ſuceeeded. | 


und by the following Aneedote Thow, that I bade 


Giffard to be performed ; but before it 
fo happen'd, no Matter how or | 
why, but ſo it Lane, that Mr. Giffard wer 
arce in his. 
Pocket, which was delivered to a grent Mam for his 
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And a proper Act order'd to be got. — Well, rows 

ſays ſome impatient Reader, hat of all this? Mat 
Secret is this? By what Inference. or Inuendd does this 
Jhowthe M.. . Policy or Finefſe ?. .. Prithee don't 

be fo mifty, and let me ask vou a Queſtion by 


2 - 


Way of a Suppoſe. —— Suppoſe Sir, this ſame 
Golden Rump Farce was wrote by a certain great 


. Man's own Direction, and as much Scurrility and 
T.reaſon larded in it as poſſible. —— Suppoſe 


Affair, and was promis d great Things to play a 


particular Part in this Farce. Suppoſe he was 
promiſed a ſeparate Licence, or an Equivalent :—- 
Lou may then ſuppoſe the M.. . a thorough 
Tolitician, who knew to manage bad Things to 
the beſt Advantage. —— O / but, ſay you, T will 


nut found my Belief an Suppoſes — Truth may be 
' ſuppoſed: Suppoſe this Truth and you may be right. 


If you are ſo ungenteel to require Proof de- 


monſtrative I have done with you, and can only 


refer you to the Author and Negociators of the 
_ Golden Rump. — This however, is notoriouſly 
certain, that the Farce of the Galden Rump was 
carried to a great Man, and the Maſter of the 
Playhouſe, who carried it, was promiſed ſome- 
thing, which he has been, ſome Time in a vain 
; „ apy of, but will now, in all Probability, 
end in nothing at all. 5 5 


But, laying aſide private Anecdotes of the ob- 

taining the late Playhouſe. Act, I muſt mention 
what was known: to all::. The Maſters of the 
two Houſes acting under the Patent made no 
Oppoſition to this Bill; they did all in their Pow- 
er to promote it, becauſe it would ſuppreſs, for 


- ba preſent, all Theatres but their own: They 


were ſo full of this Proſpect, that they did not | 
TV | perceive 


— 


VC 


SIE. A BON. x ð A 


F ; 


min. 


| perceive they were at the ſame Time becoming 
abſolute Dependants on a Mr; for the Bill 


contained a Clauſe, that the Lord Chamberlain 
ſhould have a Power of licenſing other Theatres, 


if he ſo thought proper, within the City and Li- 
berties of Neſiminſter. The Actors were indeed 
alarm'd, and imagin'd this Act would lay them 
under Oppreſſions, from which they could gain no 
proper Redreſs for the conſtant immemorial Way 


of redrefling Grievances, in the Government of a 


Theatre, is to raiſe a Revolt, and bring about 2 
Revolution: But the Security of the Maſters of 
the Playhouſes, and the Alarm of the Actors were 
both ill founded, as I ſhall, in the ſubſequent Nar- 
ration, make appear. If the Lord Chamberlain 


can grant another Licence, why then ſhould not 


the Actors, who may be aggriev'd by the preſent 
Maſters, endeavour to gain one? I only ask that 
| Queſtion here ; I may explain it in another Place. 


* Mr. C. Cibber has made a copious and florid 


' Diſſertation, as well political as theatrical, on this 


Law : He proves Satire on a Miniſter, when re- 


preſented on the Stage, is ſtronger than any Satire 
can be that is read in the Cloſet, therefore to li- 
cenſe the Stage could bear no Analogy with li- 
cenſing the Preſs: He lays it down alſo, that 


“ a theatrical Inſult to the preſent Miniſter, is 


6 equal to the Stab. Guifcard gave the late Lord | 


Oxford. Then adds, Was it not as high 


Time to take this dangerous Weapon of mimi- _ 
cal Inſolence and Defamation out of the Hands 
of a mad Poet, as to wreſt the Knife from the 
< lifted Hand of a Murderer ? ”.——In ſhort, 
the Laureat has ſhewn himſelf a profound Politi- _ 
e OT BEST OO. 


vil c. Cibder's Apology, p. 1656 
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ian, by ange roluntary Champion for that 
He ſays, he writes on this Subject to fhew 
—  Pourtraitof tis Mind, and to ſhew how far 
te is ur is not. g Blckbead Perhaps this was not the 
-tily Mative; if he had another Deſign than 
merely to give his /halfow Reaſons a little 2 xerciſe, 
and if it ſhould ſucceed, the World muſt 'admire 


Åt the Deptb of his Speculations. I ſhall illuſtrate 


is Remark when I come to deſcant on ſome 
Tranſactions of a very late Date, thinking it now 
Time to return to that Part of my Hiſtory from 
= whence I digreſs d. 
By the Releaſe of Harper, we gain'd 3 complex | 
. Conqueſt over the Patentees ; they indeed carried 
on the Campaign, but with ſuch Loſſes and Diſ- 
advantage, that Mr. Highmore, the chief dharer and 
Director, began to think ir che moſt prudent Me- 
thod to make the beſt Retreat he could: Upon my 


Soul, though as an Enemy in the Field I could 


| not be difpleas'd with his Diftreſs ; yet, as he paid 
Fo-many thouſand Pounds to my Father, my bo- 
- eſt Heart could not but feel fo his being plung'd 
in an Affair he knew nothing of. I cannot blame 


ep 2 Father for ſo advantageouſly ſelling. out; and 


Claim laid afide, be acted pru- 


5 Sede and conſequently honeſtly. But let that go: 


me ſome amends by giving Highmore no 


He 


198 aflifting Advice how to. conduct his Theatre, 


— if he bad, muſt have greatly injured us; 


Bim. Ihe new Purchaſer therefore being left to 


 Aimfelf, and his PrimeMiniſter Mr. Z-/-s, Sin- 


gers, Dancers, Tumblers, and others exotic Per- 
formers were hir'd at extraordinary Rates, This 


bat of an nous "Services. and + he Poſture 44 — 


2 1 


for no one knows that Province but myſelf and 


* 


» 


. 
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tuation. I 
muſt ingenuouſly confeſs} though we kept our. 


Deficiency we ſupplied by Orders of our on 3. 


of Buſineſs brings Cuſtomers. Nevertheleſs, we 
found large Deficiencies in the Office ; and by the 


had udence and Courage enough to bear with 
the Conſequences m * t have been: I may ſay it 


Terms we could have got. 
of the State of our Affairs, or from the State of 


Offices : From ohe of theſe Reaſons, or both he 


| ae ans ebe naturaband 3 L of the 


Mm 129 F | 
his Affairs grew daily-i into. 2 worſe. and. worls S 


J cannot but here it to the Reader how - * 
different our Conduct was at. the Hay-market : I. 


ſimple Heads above Water, we had got out of our 
Destk; for after out firſt Run of Novelty and 


Intereſt was over, our Audiences grew thin, which 
for in the Theatres, as in Shops, the Appearance 


Accounts in our Books we had oontracted a very 
confiderable Debt; yet we conceal'd the State of 
our Caſe as much as: poſſible, reſolving to beat our 
Antagoniſts out of the Field, and by ſucha Con- 
queſt ſetevery Thing right. If the Patentees at 
Lane had either known our Condition, or 


their own for another Seaſon; I kn.] not what 


now, I believe we. have been forced to a 
Ceſſation of Arms, and capitulated-« on the beſt- 


Mr. Nich had either gain'd better e 


thoſe at Drury- Lane, had found the Patentees were 
heartily tir d: of their expenſive inſtead of licrative. . 


had: formed a Scheme, which; had it been carried 
into Execution, muſt have proved very ga inful to 
the Patentees; and very agreeable to the Town, 
as-it woulch have given them the beſt Plays, played 
by the beſt Performers in  Ergiand-: But as Well 
concerted as it was for theſe 2 it was. 


Actors 


1 1120 | 
Actors: They would have become mere Servants 
to two co-join'd Patentees ; nor could have had, 
on any Diſguſt or Affront, „ ee to revolt. 
The Scheme was for to have Drury-Lane Patent 
purchaſed of the Patentees who were tired of it, 
at a cheap Rate, and then the Patentees of Covent- 
_ - Garden and Drury-Lane to enter into a joint Part- 
nerſhip, and engage the beft Actors, who ſhould 
act occaſionally at both Houſes, performing 
always a Comedy at one Houſe and a Tragedy 
at the other. There were ſeveral other Condi- 
tions which would have proy'd beneficial to the 
Maſters, which are needleſs to enumerate, - 
This Plan, though it has been long thought a 
new Fineſſe in theatric Policy, yet Cibber's Apology 
ſſews it is an old Stage-Cunning, practis'd, in 
ſome Meaſure, by Mr. R—--/}'s Father, and 
Mr. Owen Stoinney. This Deſign, however, could 
not be carried into Execution by Mr. R—þ alone 
There was wanting the Primum Mobile, the Sine 


=p qua non; the Purchaſe Money : On this Occa- 


fion he apply'd to Mr. N-, who was his 
Friend, and propoſed his purchaſing the Patent, 

and to enter into a Sort of Partnerſhip : This Pro- 
poſal was ſet in ſo advantageous a Light, and ſuch 
fair Hopes offer d themſelves, that Mr. Fi—t—d 
came into this Scheme, and purchaſed the Patent 
of Mr. Highmore and the other Patentees. On 
this Turn in Affairs, N e at the Hay- market were 
under a moſt terrible Conſternation; we look'd on 
ourſelves as Perſons who were never to enjoy that 
Liberty we had fo ſtrenuouſly endeavour'd to obC- 
tain: For this Conjunction of the Patentee Maſ- 


. ters muſt have compell'd us to have returned un- 
der their Management, our Affairs being in a very 


ſad Poſture, and daily growing worſe : But, very 


| | | J 121 4 EY 
happily for us, a Breach happen'd between Mr; 
hand Fl-<—data Time we could have leaft 
ſuſpected it, and that gave us all we wanted, an 
Opportunity to make the beſt Terms with the lat- 
ter, get rid of our Stock Debt, and return to Drury- 
Lane ] ſhall not enter into the Reaſons for this 
| Breach of Friendſhip between the two Maſters, as 
that Affair has been ſo differently repreſented; but 
Mr, R—h has been chiefly cenſured as having 
drawn a Gentleman into an Affair, which he 
would not otherwiſe have thought to haveembark- 
ed in, and then leaving him to conduct his new 
Undertaking as he might: But let their Quarrel 
be what it would, it was advantageous to us; for 


Mr. N -, being work' d into the higheſt Re- 5 


ſentment, was reſolved to make up the beſt Com- 
pany, and to hurt R—þ'by getting from him his 

chief Actors, and moſt neceſſary People: Mr. 
Quin was ſoon gained, but on ſuch Terms as no 


bred Actor had before recelves; At the ſame Time 


Mr. Fi—t—4d had entered into a Treaty with 
us at the Hay-mar bet, and agreed to allow all 


the managing Actors two Hundred Pounds a 


Year each, and to ſome a clear Benefit, and 
to others a Benefit at a lower Rate than 
_ uſual. As in all the TranfaRions of that Affair 
I was Treaty-Mafter General, and negociated that 
important Peaee with the Patentee, it may be ex- 
pected I ſhould enter into a long detail on that 
Subject. My Conduct in this Reſpect may be 
ſomewhat ſingular, but I can give ſome Reaſons 
as an Apology for it: As this will be entering on 
a new Scene, I will halt a little as well to give my 
Reader a little Relief as myſelf; for I don't know 
how it is, but I begin to perceive myſelf ſomes 
what dull, and perhaps ſome People may have per. 


| 8 [2] _ 
__ceiv'dita great while ago. If then, Sir Reader, 
- your Patience and good Nature are worn out, 
Ning down the Book, that you may, when you 
think proper, begin the next Chapter with a bet- 
ter Temper, and a Spirit more alert and lively, 
»—and all that. F) gots (LOT har 
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Of the Nature of writing Apologies : The Author's 


Prof againſt Scandal. His Negociations and 
. thiſe of H——0 W———e compared. 
Vis Conduct and the Duke of A——le's parallel d. 
.—Obligations received are no Reaſon for Gra- 


titude. . The Company fired at Drury- 


Lane: Some Remarks on it, and a Digreſſion. 
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V travel on, maugre all the Things I can ſay 
to my own Diſpraiſe: If I, like my Father, tell 
you, about every ſixth Page, I am a Blockhead or 


24 Coxcomb, yet you ſtill away with my Non- 


ſenſe; and as my Vanity is not quite jaded, you 


kead on in Hopes to meet with ſome freſh Inſtan- 
Fes of it. But perhaps thoſe who may peruſe this 


_» Apology for my Life may expect that I would enter 


3 into ſome very illuſtrious and renowned Acts of 


my private Conduct, which have been very pub- 
lickly talked of: To ſuch Perſonages I ſhall an- 
wer, they are not to imagine a Man would ſit 

down in cool Blood and write the Devil of a Sa- 


tire againſt himſelf: That would be dainty apolo—- 


giaing indeed: No; the Thing is to ſay nothing 


+ 
Mis 


TELL, courteous. Reader, you venture then to 


- harſh againſt your own dear Self, but as man) 
7192 „ . ſevere 


e 


b 123 1 


ſevere Things and Reflections as poſlible againſt g? 
ther People. Mr. Colley Cibber, whoſe apologeti- 


cal Talents are admirable, has ſhewn this Species 


of writing in Perfection: A great many People, on 


the Publication of his Apology, cry*d; An Apology 
for the Life of Colley Cibber !. Well, now we ſhall 


fee what he can ſay in Regard to this, and that, and 


other — Things which related to Gaming or Gal- 
lantry, or a thouſand Things not ſo very proper to 


be mentioned: But they were all out; not a Syl- 


lable of his private Character; not a Word for 
excuſing, palliating, or defending little fooliſh Acts 


which merely related to Religion or Morality. 1 


can gueſs what may be expected from me; what 
Defence of particular Conduct I may make; but I 
ſhall relate only ſuch Things as may ſhow my 


Parts, my theatrical Character, and, in ſhort, what - 

I think proper, not what every impertinent Perſon. 
may want to Know: Nor is this ſo unfair a Pro- 
ceeding as ſome may imagine: No Man can be 
obliged to accuſe himſelf: I write to put a Gloſs 


upon my Acts and Deeds, not place them in the 


moſt odious Light, and erect myſelf in an hiſtori- 


cal Pillory. It would alſo be an endleſs Work to 
vindicate all the ſimple Accuſations which have 


been brought againſt me, and which no Perſons. 
have any Buſineſs to trouble their Heads about. 


Should Men ſay, for Inſtance, I uſed my firſt dear 


and well-beloved Wife, of ever bleſſed Memory, 
J—n—y C——, with ill Uſage : Should they a- 
ffirm, that when her all pale and breathleſs Corps. 
was laid in the Coffin, and I, with Sobs and Tears. 
and interjected Sighs, had ange to many a 
ate, yet that fam & 
Night had a Brace of Drurian Doxies vile in the + 
lame Houſe.— Again, _ ſhould baſe Defamation. _ 
un 55 3 - whiſper 


Witneſs, my too unhappy 
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whiſper in my Ear I ſold and barter'd away my 
preſent moſt virtuous Spouſe, and that I was a vo- 
luntary Cuckold on Record: Should Scandal with 
her hundred-tongu'd: curs'd Mouth, rumour it up 
and down, that neither common Honour nor common 
Hone/ty were lodg'd within the Centre of my Soul. 
Should even all this be ſaid, calm and unruMed 
would I contemn it all, and look on ſuch Reports 
in the cool Light of mild Philoſophy. There are 
indeed a Set of People who will be Buſy-Bodies : 


2 Jo ſuch I would anſwer: very pithily, ſometimes, 
What is that to ME, ſometimes, JF hat is that to vou. 


+ Toilluftrate what a Propriety there is in curbing 
ſuch Kind of Impertinence by a Laconic Sentence, 
J will tell you a ſhort Story, © 

A great Lawyer, who now makes one of the 
moſt illuſtrious Figures in Heftminſter- Hall, was 
as remarkable for his Amours as his Pleadings: 


Wust was his Gallantry to any Body? Yet wat 


he often cenſured and made the Object of Wit for 
this Foible. It happen'd his Lady, his Chambermaid, 
and Coin all lay- in at the fame Time: A Friend 
of his took an Occaſion tp ſpeak to him on 

this Subject by Way of Raillery, in this Man- 
ner: They fay, my Ld, your Lady is brought to 
Bed. She is for They ſay = Couſin and Cham- 
bermaid are alſo brought to Bed. HYhat's that to 


mx But they fay you are the Father. hats 


__ that to vo. Upon which, turning on his Heel, 
my Ld left Mr. Inpertinant with a proper In- 
.  dignation. - - //het's that to You, is the ſole An- 
ſwer I ſhall give to any defamatory Scurrility, and 
if any Perſon is not ſatisfied with ſuch a Reply, 

he may get a more ſatisfactory one if he knows 
bo-. After this Obſervation it may be proper 
dss reſume my theatrical Story, which I left _ | 


* 


— 


aw} 


the 'Freaty with Mr. F]--t--4, to return to Drum- : 
Lane Houſe, and act under his Patent. 


As I had been the chief Perſon in raiſing our 


theatrical Revolt, and being of a daring puſhing 


Temper, I was reſolved to have the principal 
Share in the R2/toration of the Company to Drury- 


Lane: I accordingly got myſelf-nominated asPlent- 
po, and began my Negociations with Mr. Fl-#-q4 - 


How happy I was in my Negociations the Event 


proved; and as I had to deal with a Perſon of : 


Honour and Generoſity, I manag'd the Conduct | 
of the whole Affair in ſuch a Manner as to make 


4 ociator, and 
| --e can 


"I" 


* 


Thus we for; as Mr. C. Cine: truly obſerves, 
* let the Degrees and Ranks of Men'be ever fo 
go e Jature throws out their Paſſions from 
e the ſame Motives ; 'tis hot the Eminence or 
_ © Lowlineſs of either that makes up the Difference. 
If this familiar Stile of talking ſhould, in the 
* Noſtrils of 57 0 and Wiſdom, ſmell a little 

< too much of the Preſumptuous or thePragmati- 
L cal, I will at leaſt deſcend lower in my Apo- 
1 logy for it, by calling to my Affiſtance the old 
% humble Proverb, viz. Tir an ill Bird th, &c. 
* Why then ſhould T debaſe my Profeſſion by 
© ſetting it in vulgar Lights, when I may ſhow 
© it to more favourable Advantages? Or why, in- 
A *  qeed, may I not ſuppoſe that a ſenſible Reader 

©. will rather laugh than look grave at the Pomp 
ZFS % 

| When 1 had concluded this Treaty with Mr. 

N .-, ſo advantageous for the Company, and 

more particularly in à private Manner to myſelf, 
we removed Bag and Baggage from the Hay-Mar- 
het and return'd to our old Camp at Drury-Lane : 
Our Government was then thought to be fixed 
in a peaceable Manner; ever Thing went on 
with great Succeſs, and I took Care to be ſo much 
in the Maſter's Favour, | that in the Direction of 
the Theatre I was a kind of Prime Miniſter: I 
_ . fay a kind of Prime Miniſter, for even then there 
Was another Perſon ſhared amply in 1 
and by whom he was chiefly adviſed. When I 
found out this, I was not a little-nettled.; a Jea- 
| louly raiſed various Sentiments in my Breaſt ; for, 
like Pompey the Great, my Soul diſdain'd the 
325; One ONE 5 waoght 
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Thought of an Equal. Glory and Power are 
the darling Paſſions of my Heart; and not to en- 


joy either of them was, to ſo jealous an Ambi- 


; tion, a meer Shade to myLaurels. My Competitor 


was the Perſon who had been concern'd for Mrs. 
Mills, and who thought himſelf to have an ad- 
mirable Talent for theatric Affairs. This Talent 
was to compoſe Pantomimes, furbiſh up old Tricks, 
and make what he call'd Entertainments: As a 
Specimen of what Notion he had of the Dignity 
of the Stage, I muſt obſerve, that his Genius 
turn'd to the monſtrous and the marvellous ; for 
which Reaſon nothing could be brought to Town 
to beexhibited to the Vulgar, but he was for hav- 
ing it exhibited on the Stage: There was à Fel- 
low of an enormous Height came from Germany 
to be ſhewn for a Sight, call'd Mynheer Cajanus: 
Such a Spectacle, proper enough for a Smithfield or 
Mhorfields Booth, was thought a proper Perſonage 
to grace the Theatre Royal. Accordingly Ne- 
gociations were begun; but to my Honour be it 
ſpoke, I had no Concern in them : I was kept out 
of the Secret, nor was I much affected that I was 
ſo. I and his Grace the Duke of 2 — , in 
this Reſpect, may be ſaid to have the ſame Notion 
of Things: His late Speech on the State of the 
Nation ſhows that he was out of the Secret, in 
Regard to the Conduct of Affairs, and, as he 
thinks them wrong, was proud that none of them 
could be laid to his Charge: though I and that 
illuſtrious Perſon differ in other Sentiments in Re- 
gard to the preſent Miniſtry, yetI am proud that in 
this Point he agrees with me. But to the Hiſtory: 
Mynheer ſoon agreed to ſome very advantagecus 
erms propoſed to him; was with all Secrecy 


 convey'd into Drury-Lane Theatre, and was ſoon i 


ſhown | 


, 
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hon ariſing from a Trap- Door, to the no ſmall 
admiration of the Spectators, and the no ſmall 
Joy of my Co-Rival. Nothing could give me and 
my Brethren, both of the Buskin and the Sock, 
_ who had any Regard for that School of Honour 
and Virtue, the Stage, more ſecret Indignation 
than to ſee it proſtituted in ſo ignominious a Man- 
ner: And what ſtill added to our Reſentment was 
the conſummate Folly of the Town, who crouded 
to the Houſe a great eee of Nights to ſee the 
Tall Man. But I had yet other Reaſons to be no 
Friend to this Tail Man, It regretted my Soul, 
frequently and oft, when on Buskins a Foot and a 
half high I was to perſonate a great Heroe, and 
had my wavy Plume high o'er my Brow, Nod 
ever and anon with tragic Grace; yet was I 
thought diminutively great, and rais'd the Audi- 
ence to a mock Laugh, while he ——that Orion, 
that Polephemus of a Man, with an. Inanity of 
Voice and Geſture, excited Wonder and Applauſe. 
2 — Pudet hzc opprobria Nobis 
Et dici potuiſſe & non potuiſe refelli. - 
After this tall Man was gone, we had a tall Mo- 
man, and after that Sadler Wells Tumbling. It is 
true, this pleas'd the Mob, and brought Money, 
nor was this Cuſtom. new. | Did not the late Mr. 
N. H act in theſame Manner by this Humour: In 
„this Notion, ſays Mr. Cibber, he kept no Me- 
dium, for in my Memory he carried it ſo far, 
e that he was ſome Years before this Time, 
<< actually dealing for an extraordinary large Ele- 
phant at a certain Sum, for every Day he might 
ec think fit to ſhow the tractable Creature's Genius 
of that vaſt quiet Creature, in any Play or Farce 


— 
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* in the Theatre (then ſtanding) in Dorſet Gar. 
« den; But from the Jealouſy ſo formidable a 


„ Rival had raiſed in the Dancers, and by his 


“ Bricklayer's aſſuring him, that if the. Walls 
© were open'd wide enough for his Enterance, it 
«© might endanger the Fall of the Houſe, he gave 
“ up his Project: But at the ſame Time of being 
«© under this Diſappointment, he put in Practice 
another Project of as new, though not of fo 
* bold a Nature, which was introducing a Set of 
% Rope Dancers into the ſame Theatre; for the 
« firſt Day of whoſe Performance he had given 
* out ſome Play in which I had a material Part: 
% But I was hardy enough to go into the Pit and 


„ acquaint the Spectators near me, that I hop'd - 
they would not think it a Diſreſpect to them if 
&« Tdeclin'd acting upon any Stage that was brought 
* to ſo low a Diſgrace as. ours was like to be Y 

$10 


that Day's Entertainment. My Excuſe was 
« well taken that I never after found any il} Con- 


e ſequences, or heard the leaft Diſapprobation of 
« it: And the whole Body of Actors proteſting 

„ againſt ſuch an Abuſe of their Profeſſion, our 
„ cautious Maſter was too much intimidated to 


«> repeat it.“ a 


o 


Now I was not hardy enough to make any 
publick Remonſtrances on this Occaſion ; for I had 


a Point to carry, which was to fix my Wife's 
Character as an Actreſs, whoſe firft Performance 


| was to be Cloſed with theſe Sadr With Ne 


blers : On this Account it was my Buſineſs to be 
as well with the Miſter as poſſible; and though I 


from my Soul abhor'd ſuch Meaſures, yet no one 
was more buſtling and commendatory in the De- 
ſign than myſelf : By this I not only ſhowed an 
Attachment to his Intereſt, but kept myſelf on 


good 
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good Terms with the other Miniſter : But had I 


thought it would have been any Gain to me, 
have to difireſ/d the Maſter by making any 
Remonſtrances, my Father's Hardineſs ſhould not 
have come up to mine; for I would not have 
ow ſneakinp-into the Pit in huggermugger : Not 


truly; But bounce upon the Stage, with bluſter- 


ing Mood, have ſtalk'd and made a Speech, which 


with pathetick Air in Words and Action, had re- 


preſented our Diſaſters dire ; and though they had 
iſs d again and yet again, I'd have ſtood em 


all till they had heard me out. — On this ingenu- 
ous. Confeſſion of how I did act or how I Would 


have acted, ſome may ſay, Are theſe Principles ho- 
| mourgble © Is not this ſervile Flattery, and that ſcan- 


dalous Injuſtice? — Are not Favours received ſtrong 


_ _ Obligations for Gratitude 2: — Well, Sir, Caſuiſi, 
what of all this? Honour and Gratitude, and this 


Tord ng to the receiv'd Notions of different Places 


for what is diſbonourable and immoral in England, 
may be thought quite otherwiſe among the Hot- 


 Tentots: A, Man in London may be thought odd if 
he offers his Wife for his Friend's Service, yet it is 


well known ſeveral Nations of Negroes practiſe it 
even to gent, If Morality is local, as I have 
fully prov'd, I have prov d alſo there may be much 


ZE — between theatrical Honour and common 
Honour Now my Notion of theatrical Honour is to 
act only for your own Convenience, and you can 


do no Injuſtice if you ſerve your 75 If 1 ſhould 
now be pertly ask d, — What T mr” 
thy Morals? Haſt thou no Conſcrence? Ves, I have, 


but what then? That I have embrac'd the Philo- 


ſophy of Mr. Colley Cibber, I told the Reader in a 


prior Chapter ; and what does that great and pon 
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Man ſay in his three hundredth Page, — I did 

« ita gainſtmy Conſcience; and had not Virtue to 
e ſtarve by oppoſing a Multitude that would have 
c been too hard for me. — Had Harry the fourth 
& of France a better Excuſe for changing his Re- 


« ſigion? I was ſtill in my Heart on the Side of 


« Trath and Senſe, but I had their Leave to quit 
ce them when they could not ſupport me; for 
& what Equivalent could I have found for my fall- 
“ ing a Martyr to them.” — O moſt: admirable 
Doctrine l. The Plea of Convenience is a full An- 
fwer for a Breach of | Conſcience, — Is not this a 
Doctrine that Machiavel himſelf might have 
boaſted? Having here obſerved on what Maxims 
I and my Father act, ſome of our late Conduct, 
which ſhall be conſider'd in a ſubſequent Chapter, 


may now be eaſily aceounted for. Though our 


Notions may be exploded by ſome, Mr. Colley - 
Cibber has, among Mankind more Diſciples than 
Mr. George M hitfiell; and this Tam ſure of, their 
Zeal is ſtronger, as there are many who die Mar- 
tyrs to his Doctrine every S ſſians at the Old-Bailey, + 
having lived in a full Faith, that to do what they 


think convenient, is to do right. 


There is a private Aneedote of my Life, which 
is a Proof how early I imbib'd this convenient 
Opinion; I have indeed often related it to 
my theatrical Acquaintance with much Glee of 
Heart, and boaſtful Satisfaction; but as I would 
be by this Apology, Toto notus in orbe Theophilus, 
J cannot reſiſt the Temptation of inſerting it in- 


theſe my Memoirs, You, muſt know, Reader, 


that even by the Time I had reach'd my eighth 


Year, my Papa ſaid I was a ſad young Dog, and 


upon ſome Prank J bad play'd, I was in ſome - 


| Diſgrace;; It happened I went into his Chamber, l 8 
N 0 5 


to 


| then aewell rul's by my Adliftance, as a/Gentle- | 


„ 


| 40 endeavour a Reconciliation one Morning; and 
as he had gone to Bed in his Cups over Night, he 


had, T Ws, drop'd a couple of Guineas out of 
his Breeches; be that how it will, I ſaw the two 


pretty ſparkling Rogues lie at the Edge of the Car- 
pet, by his Bed-ſide: What does I, but flap runs 


to the happy Spot, fell on my Knees, and, like a 
good .and dutiful Child, cried out, in a devout 


Bleſs me, and make me his true and faithful Servant 


for ever and ever, Amen. He, ſurpris d at ſuch 


2 ſudden Strain of filial Duty, (for Idon't believe 
Is? ever aſk*d him Blefling twice before in my whole 


Life) ſtroak d me down the Head, and bid me riſe, 
by which Time I had, by Slight of Hand, touch'd 
the Spankers, and convey*d them ſnug into my 


Pocket: and be will never have heard of them 
fue, till he reads this Ady for fuch an Action; 


that, as T thought they would be a Convenience to 
me, my Conſcience was not too dainty to take them. 


E nminimus majora. 


All this Harangue on my Philoſophy is neceſ- 
ſary, though it may ſeem odd to many Readers, 
becauſe it is an apolog#tical Defence for every Ac- 
tion of my Life at once: I may indeed illuftrate 

it by more Inſtances in the Sequel of my Story, 


but ſhall now return where this Digreſſion began. 


ue Company went on under Mr, F-—4 


with very great Succeſs, al to the greateſt un- 
der Cibber, Mills and Booth : As for me, I was oc- 


 exfionally more or leſs in his Favour and Intereſt 


as it ſuited my own Convenience; for he ſnowd 


me many Inſtances of his [Readineſs to ſerve me, 
and was on all Occaſions prompt and ready to do 
Ads of Friendſbip and good Nature. The Stage was 
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it was my Opinion, and ſeveral other Pla vers, 
that no Gentleman is proper for the Maſter of 2 a 
Theatre, we were not abſolutely contented, and 
we did not want for Grumbletonians in à theatric 
Government, We knew indeed that our Maſter 
had redeem'd us from a thouſand Inconveniencies 


we had labour'd under, gave us our own Terms, 


but yet we did not look upon him with an equal 
Eye, and thought that Actors were the only pro- 
per and fit Perſons to rule over Actors, and receive 


all che Profits of a Theatre. Theſe, I ſay, were 


Maxims that the chiefeſt Actors embrac'd, and in- 
culcated into others, as the fundamental Rights of 
our Conſtitution: On this the Company became 
uneaſy, and form'd themſelves into little F actions, 
and Cabals, but which could not then have been 
attended with: any ill Conſequences to the Paten- 
tee. But theſe little Murmurings were greatly 
heighten d by the following Event. On the 
Act for licenſing the Number of Stages taking 


Place, Mr Giffard's Company acting then at Lin- | 
 colns- Inn-Fizlds, to whom Mr. Rich had let its 
were oblig d to break up, and provide for them» 


ſelves in the acting Companies as well as they could: 
Mr. FE-4 on this "Occaion took ſeveral into Dru- 

25 Lane, and to make Way for them, diſmiſs d 
everal, who had long been appertaining to that 


| Theses Mrs. Giffard and Mr. Giffard were 


themſelves likewiſe afterwards engag'd. This gave 
new Uneaſineſs to the old Stock, for we lock d 
on them in a contemptible Light; ; and when the 
Seaſon came on, and Parts were caſt to theſe exotic 
Actors, ſtill more and more murmuring Taunts 


and Jealouſies aroſe. The Maſter favour'd ſeveral 


of thou: additional Reeruits 1 ina * Man- 
| N ner, 


S 
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the Rif. Raff, and the Scabs. The firſt were the 
Maſter's Party, the latter nine; his were as the 


| 1 Courtiers, and mine as the Patriots. The 


Titles may ſeem coarſe.to the Ears of Delicacy, 


but why not as good and ſignificant as the preſent 
Names of Diſtinction in Sweden, the Hats and the 
Night-Caps, or indeed as our o.-ỹn J/hig and Tory. 


Another notable Mark of Diſtinction was, the 


__ Maſter's Party inſtituted a famous Club of Riff- 


aff, call'd the Ox-Cheek-Club; and this was e- 
rected on the Ruins of a Club, which the old Dru- 
n Company had formerly erected. Theſe 


arty-Diviſions are in a theatrical Government 


das prejudicial to the publick Good, as in a political 
one. The Buſineſs of the Stage was not follow'd 
with that Spirit and Alacrity.as when Unanimity 
rxeigns in the Hearts of the People. I did, I frank- 
| e all the Diſcord, raiſe all the Jealouſies, in 
order, at a proper Time and Seaſon, to raiſe a Re- 
bellion, and bring about a new Revolution; and 


theſe Sentiments of Patriotiſm have been ſince very 
ſerviceable to me in another Reſpect, for in my po- 
llitical: Eſſays, which I had the Honour to write in 
Defence of the preſent Adminiſtration, T have charg d 


all theſe Maxims home upon the Gentlemen in 
the Country-Party, for my Father has proy d the 
Rules for the Stage and State are the ſame in Pa- 
rallel, fo alſo muſt be thoſe of Patriotiſm. About 
this Time alſo I found the Wings of my Power 
cälip'd in Relation to preſiding over Rehearſals, and 


brought on one Morning a round Quarrel between 
and Me. for I bad long boks on. him 81 
ode wo lth OO 


- 


Ver, and ſeem'd to make them his Confidents and 
Favourites. This ſtill made more Faction in our 
State, till at laſt it was divided into two Parties, 


confeſs, what a theatrical Patriot ſhould do, 
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on him, he cry d, with a Laugh, Quarrelling with | 
fuch a Fellow, is hike bi on a T. — , walki ig. 


by entering on that Subject, I ſhall begin a new 
i Farce, it would be more proper to let the Curtain 


proud imperious Blockhead, and he on me as 

vain impertinent Coxcomb'; and perhaps we might 
both be ſomewhat right in our Conjectures: In, 
this Conteſt I valued nothing ſo much as his Con- 
tempt of Me; for on my ſmart cutting Repartees 


off as cool as a Cucumber. And that was 
the Sire of the Rencounter we afterwards had at 
the Bedford Coffee-Houſe. All theſe Affairs hap- 
pening, and my Trial not turning out to my Fa- 
vour, my Soul became chagrin'd both with the 
Place and my Maſter: I was therefore reſolved to 
leave that Stage, and for ſuch Reaſons —__ wilt : 
meet with in the Sequel of my Story. Th 


cording to an old Practice I had got, of being of 
no more Service to the Maſter that Seaſon, to ap- 
pear no more that Year, and indeed no more at all, 
while. he was concern'd there. Retiring there- 
fore from Covent-Garden into the more agreeable: 
and convenient Air of -Charing-Croſs, I flung off 
the Comedian, and commenc'd Politician ; but as 


* 


of this Chapter drop here. 
E ee 
N 2 CHAP. 


erefore” 
as ſoon as my Benefit was over, I determin'd, ace 


har uot en r 
Ba PE * out 6 F his Thay : "hot "EP 17 8 


M xriter. be Reaſons why. Some chimerical 


Thoughts of l the S tage uſeful. 


A ik, Time i in Hiſtory, fays Mr. Colly q 
4 & Cibber, like a Calm in a Voyage, leaves 
© us but i in an Indolent en To . of our 
by 

= 
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better for tellin TI 1 CLE _——— Writer. | 
The Affairs at Drury- Lane went on too ſucceſsful 
for me to carry ſome Views I had into immediate. 
Execution, ee J thought it would be beſt 
to pave my W my Project, by engaging the 

Favours of the asl, and hecoming his Advo- 

-- cate in Print. In this I thought to kill two Birds 
with one Stone, as I could at the ſame. Time take 
an Opportunity of revenging myſelf to the full on 
* Fl—t—4, by fatirizing him, not only as to 
His theatrical Afar, but with Regard to his pri- 
vate Oeconomy. Accordingly I went to work and 
wrote a Pamphlet call'd the Country Correſpondent, 

in which I have ſhewn a Specimen of my moral, 
theatrical, political, and gallant Character. Some 
People immediately knew the Author, for we great 
Authors are ſoon found out, let᷑ gs take what Care 
we will to conceal ourſelves. If I, or Mr. Pope, 
or my Father were to write any Thing without 
ſetting our Names to it, we ſhould. be diſcover'd 
in ſix Lines * ; mw Style, the Manner, the 
1 Thoughts 


- 
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Thoughts would all glare out Perfection, and the 


inimitable 7a ne ſcar quoy would diſtinguiſh the 
Author. On my publiſhing the Country Corre- 
ſpondent, and being known for its Sire, many were 


the Criticiſms upon it: Some call'd. me a Coxcomb: 


for writing ſo much upon myſelf: Some called me 


2 baſe impudent Fellow for publiſhing ſuch Invectives 


againſt Mr. ad, who had been my Friend: 


Others fell foul on me becauſe T had openly, bold- 
ly, and ftrenuouſly eſpouſed the Cauſe of the Mini- 


ftrr. As for being called a Coxcomb, I had been: 
ſo long us d to it that it ſeem'd as natural to me 


as my own Name; nor did the Accuſations againſt 


me for libelling Mr. H -t--d give me any Pain: 
They who had odd Notions of Honour and Hone/ly' 
faid that I was an ungrateful Raſcal, and this and 


that and tother but they might as well have 
ſung Pſalms to a Cow, for my Philoſophy could 


away with it, What T-did was conveniently ne- 
ceſſary, and if from being an obliged Friend. I be- 


- came a mortal Enemy, what more is it than what ® Y 1 
frequently happens among Ministers of State and 
| Rulers of Empires. Auguſtus and Antony had their 


Herce Conteſt for the World; and what was the: 
Cauſe of the Quarrel between Sir —f W-- 
— and Mr; P——y, but Ambition in the one, 
and a Diſregard of his Claims in the other. In all 


theatrical as well as political Diviſions, to ſucceed: 
m your Deſign you muſt go through thickand thin; 
the Sword. of Defiance is drawn, and the Scabbard: 


muſt be thrown away: Every one. who has read 
Machiavel knows theſe Tenets are juſtifiable :: 


therefore Fhatever Falſhoed, Scandal, Infamy, and“ 
ngratitude my Country Correſpondent might have 


contain'd againſt Mr. A -i, yet it being con- 


| fiſtent with my private Views, no one who knows: 


11 
Men and Things can blame me; for I ſhall ex- 
plain myſelf by giving ſome Reaſons which were 
then in Embrio, why I fo ated. I had deter- 
mined to be as well with the =. —＋ as poſſible, 
and to merit ſomething from them, I undertook 
fFrſt to be a Kind of an Informer of what they calbd 
theatrical Secrets. Our Maſter had publickly eſ- 
pous d the Party in Oppoſition ts the Mr, 
and was firmly attach'd to the Intereſt of the P-- 
of : This Conduct I heard was reſented 
by the M—f——, with whom he had once been 
on very good Terms: I thought therefore any pri- 
vate Intelligence againſt the Maſter, if I could poſ - 
ſibly make it a political Concern, would be an In- 
troduction to his Favour, and aſſiſt my future 
Scheme. An Incident happen'd as favourable as 
T could wiſh : A certain Iriſh Author was writing 
4 Tragedy, which was, by his Friends, who were 
© Teckon'd the tiptop Criticks in Town, faid to be 
à Performance of ſuch extraordinary Merit, that 
no Tragedy ſince Shakeſpear's Time could equal it, 
either for the Sublimity of the Tdeas, the Dignity 
of the Style, the Nebleneſs of the Subject, and the 
Donduct of the Scene: That it was wrote in the 
Defence of Freedom, and had ſuch Speeches that at 
that Cri/s of Time it 4 run as long as Cate 
had at another particular Cris. This dainty Tra- 
£9 was the much nois' d, much ſubſcrib'd for 
 GvsTavus Vasa, written by HENIY 
' Brooks, Eſq; The Maſter had great Expec- 
_ tations from it; and though it had been often read 
in private Company before it was brought to the 
- Houſe; yet I knew little of it till then, as I was 
look d upon as a Malecontent to the Maſter, and 
conſequently out of the Secrets of the, Miniſtry. 
But as ſoon as it had been read in the Green- Room, 


and 


— 
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and the Parts deliver'd out to the Adtors, and 1 

termined I would take ſuch Meaſures that it ſhould 
not be acted ; which would ſhew to the Miniſter 
what Zeal I had for his Service, and at the ſame 


againſt the Maſter: Now what does I, but repre» 
| ſented to Mr. no Matter for his Name 


formation to, that this ſame Tragedy of Gu/tavus 
7 ment, and ſome Lines in the Praiſe of Liberty 
the Liberty of England was in Danger: This I 
Action, that it gain'd Credit, and before it was 


Lord Chamberlain. The Prohibition open'd the 


Fear the Miniſtry had of its being perform d on 


Thoughts on this Affair, I avow that T believe 
there was no Harm in the Play, nor do I think 
it would have mét with that great Sueceſs as was 

expected from ĩt; for on the Publication it was 
not judge d near equal to the Character that had 


that it was with great Poliey and Prudence, that 
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was acquainted: perfectly with the Play, I was de- 


Time indulge that 1 — of Revenge which I had 
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but it was the proper Perſon to make an In- 


Vaſa was a ſcandalous Libel againſt the Govern- 
were ſo introducꝰ'd as to make ftrong Iauendbes that 
repreſented with ſuch a Vehemence of Words and 
ready to be perform'd, it was prohibited by my 
Mouths and Hearts of the Admirers of this Tra= WK 

gedy, and they talk'd roundly about the Injuſtice "iN 
and Oppreffion the Author and the Maſter of the f 
Play-houſe met with, which they attributed to the 


the Stage. Now to give my own .impartial 


been given it. However I cannot but make this 
Obſervation, that from the Action on the Stage, 
and the Aſſiſtance of the Scenes and Actors, it 
might have received ſuch additional Strength, that 
it might, by the further Aid ofa Party, have had a 
Run of ten Nights. And here I muſt obſerve again, 


| the 
— * 


J 
the Miniſter obtainꝰd the Licenſing Act, for though 
the Liberty of the Preſs allows a refus d Play to be 
printed, yet the Reading of it in the Cloſet will 
not convey an adequate Idea to the Repreſentation 
on a Theatre: Mr. Colley Cibber, who is a moſt 
ſtrenuous Champion for the Licenſing Af, has fully 


cConſider'd this Difference between a Performance 


Printed only, and when it is acted.—— Thus he 


argues It was ſaid that this Reſtraint up- 
* on the Stage would not remedy the Evil com- 


s plain'd of: That a Play refus d to be licens'd 

« would till be printed with double Advantage, 
* when it ſhould be inſinuated that it was refus'd 
£ for ſome Strokes of Wit, and would be more 
likely then to have its Effect among the People: 


However natural this Conſequence-may ſeem, 


e doubt it will be very difficult to give a printed 
«© Satire, er Libel, half the Force or Credit of an 
* ated one. The moſt artful or notorious Lye, 
© or ſtrain'd Alluſion that ever ſlander'd a great 
„ Man, may be read by ſome People with a 
„ Smile of Contempt, or at worſt it can but im- 
“ poſe on one Perſon at once. But when the 
Words of the ſame plauſible Stuff ſhall be repeat- 


&. ed on a Theatre, the Wit of it among a Croud 


of Hearers is liable to be overvalued, and may 
e unite and warm a whole Body of the Malicious 
and Ignorant. into a Plaudit: Nay, the par- 


& tial Claps of only twenty ill- minded Perſons, a- 


„ mong ſeveral hundred of ſilent Hearers, ſhall, 
„ and often have been miſtaken for a general Ap- 
« probation, and frequently draw into their Party 
«© the Indifferent or the Inapprehenſive, who ra- 
ther than not be thought to underſtand the Con- 
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ee Git; will hugh wich the Laughtra; ar ibi 
9 the Triumph! But alas! the quiet Reader of 


ce by Wholeſale: The ſingle Reader too may hap- 
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{ & e a Band Judgment, perhaps may have 
no Operation at all: With ſuch à one VT Wit: 


2 there is no immediate Defence to be made, or: 


« thew which would probably be the Caſe, that 
Wie did; it for Bread: enn, 
4 Scandal? The Impreſſion the Comedian giues it? 


_ © is a Kind of double Stamp in the Poet's Paper, 
* that raiſes it ten Times to the intrinſic Value. 


* where of reftraining its Immoralities was not 


« — 


en „ 


« the ſame ingeniotis: Matter, can only like for 


6 * hunſelfs and the Poiſon has a much flower O. 
peration upon the Body of a People, when it is ſos 


ct re d out, than when told to a full Audience 


pen * 4 ee. unprejudic d Perſon, and: 
Doſe, meeting with the Anti 


of the moſt ingenious: Satire will only, by its 
intrinſic Truth or Value, gain upon his Ap? 
probation, or, if it be worth an Anſwer, 


8 Ho 


„ printed Falſhood m beet Fate 


« by printed Proofs 3 But againſt Con 


« tempt and Seandal heighten'd-by the Skill of an 


* Actor, ludierouſly infuſing it into a Multitude, 
ce equal Reparation to be had, for it would be 
et but a poor Satisfaction at laſt, after lying long 
patient under the Injury that Time only is to: 
the Author of it was a defperate Indigent, that 


« offenſive then, is the written than the actedt 


Upon the whole; if the Stage ought ever to 
< have been reform d ; if to place a Power ſome· 


„ inconfiſtent with the Liberties of a civilized 


People, (neither of which any moral Man of 
Senſe can diſpute) might it not have ſhewn 4 
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s rational a Law, only : becauſe the Honour 
F „ and Office of a Minifter might happen, in ſome 

ſmall Meaſure, to be protected by it.. 
- I muſt annotate, that all that is ſaid here in 


Reference to comic Satire, and the Comedian, is, 


vice verſa, equally applicable to the Tragedy and 
Tragedian: For when a mad brain'd tragic Au- 
thor has ftream'd into a Patriotic Style, pompouſſy 
rolling into vilifying Periods; beni roundly 
nothing, but Invectives againſt a Miniſter, the 
pompous Buſkins and Plumes of Tragedy, together 
with the Aſpect and Elocution of the Tragedian, 
ſo ſpeak and play with the Imagination, that they 
deceive the Judgment, and win over many Spec. 
tators who might have thought them ſcandalous 
Bombaſt, had they been read ſoberly in the Clo- 
ſet. This, as I obſerv'd, was the Fate of Gu/tavur 
JVaſa, Eſq; for after the Prohibition, the Author 
publiſh'd Advertiſements for a Subſcription, and 
in thoſe Advertiſements made his Cauſe the Cauſe 
of the Publick, inſinuating it was refus'd for ſome 
Strokes of Liberty, which were diſagreeable to 
People in Power: This indeed anſwer d his Ends 
in point of Profit, for being the firſt Play refusd 
ſince the Commencement of the Act, People's Cu- 
rioſity were rais'd not only by wanting to ſee the 
prohibited Play, out of political Reaſons, but be- 


cauſe it was ſaid by common Rumour to be a moſt 


excellent Tragedy: The Profit of the Subſcription 
Was equal to what his moſt ſanguine Hopes might 
have promis d him from the Stage. As this may 
be the moſt proper Place for it, I muſt inſert ano- 
ther Remark. on refus'd Plays. After this Succefs 


175 of the Subſcription: of Guſtauus Yaſa, all the tragic 


Bards who were under the InfluenceofMr. L- t- in, 


. Frime Miniſter at NF. Houſe, threw into 


bombaſk 


A FR 
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| þombaſt Scenes all the Patriot-Liberty Flights 
their own little Geniuſes could ſuggeſt, or their 
Patron and Court of Aſſiſtants could muſter up: 
Some indeed ſay they did not, on this Occaſion, 
inſert any Thing new, but that they had all from 
the firſt, wrote according to their Inſtructions, 
and had fill'd their Scenes with the worn- out, un- 
faſhionable Notions of Liberty and publick Spirit: 
The next refus d Plays were the Edward and Ele- 
.enora, of Mr. Thompſon at Coveni- Garden, and a 
Tragedy wrote by Mr. Patton at Drury-Lane, 
both of which were publiſh'd by Subſcription, and 
advertis'd that they fell the Martyrs to Freedom, 
publick Spirit, and the Devil and all: But, as the 
homely Proverb ſays, Enough is as good as a Feaſt: 
The Publick had been cram'd by Eſq; Guſtavus 
to Satiety.; and Satiety, from a natural Effect it 
has on the Generality of Stomachs of Mankind, 
will not allow an Avidity for more; for, as Mr. 
Colley Cibber philoſophically and beautifully ob- 
ſerves * What Pleaſure is not languid to Satiety + 
V Satiety puts an End to all Taſte that the Mind 
of Man: can delight in: Therefore their Subſcrip- 
tions fell ſhort of Mr. Brooke's conſiderably; and 
I believe the Patriot- Poets begin now to feel the 
ill Conſequences of an Oppoſition to a certain 
great Man as niuch as the Merchants: The Mer- 
chants would have a War, and they have had 
their Hearts full of it: The Poets would write up 
to a Refuſal, and I believe they begin . to 
em 


repent it: Ve of the Court have, Igad, given them 

their Bellies full: I and Sir R——: play all the 
Same, and let us ſhuffle the Cards theatrically, or 

patriotically, we ſtill turn up Knave. But 
— —ͤͤ ͤ —᷑ʒ —ô——ñ 
C. Cibber's Apology, f. 9. f Ditto 171. 
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1 Halt 3 little, de gracious diner a6 4 the Fine 
of my „Heart I have digreſs d ſo long, that I don't 
know where I digreſs d from: But that is juſt my 


Father's Way, for as we write, ſo we do but write 
on; *tis ſufficient; as for Method and Connexion, 
we leave them to your little Geniuſes; our Ir- 
regularity in writing, like our Irregularity in liv- 
ing, is more beautiful from its Deformity: Were 
we not ſingularly eminent, we might die unnoted 


dy Fame; but it is our Extravaganzas in Liſe 


Which mark us out to the Gaze and Vonder of the 
preſent Age; and the mexprefſible Somewhat in our 


Apologies will record us the moſt notable Par 
mobile of the Year 1740, excepting, with due Sub- 


es that great Par nobile Fatrum, who in 


Gy from having given Reaſons why I abus'd 


MI. E-4 in my miniſterial:Eflays, I digreſfs'd 75 
my turning Informer about Guſtavus Va a, and ſo. 


_ deduc'd ſome hiftorical Anecdotes concerning that 


5 _ dainty Piece, and added ſome political Remarks 
= 3 Cibber's Apology, in' Defence of the licenſing 
48 
I will now draw the Back Scene of my Proceed- 
ings, and ſtill enlarge tlie Proſpect: Tt was in 


. Let me fee 


Ay, it was fo. — 


| Vacation of laſt Summer, when having re- 
treated from Covent-Garden; J retir'd to Charing- 


Cre. My Enemies gave out, that T went there 


for ſome trifling Sums I had run in Debt for at 


Mrs. St—w—4's, and ſome other faſhionable re- 


putable Bawdy-Houſes in Covert- Garden Piazzas. 
n Inſinuations ! How weak the Underſtand- 


ing of Man to account for the Conduct of great 
285 ee _ What 277 | 
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_— and Negociation have fo emi- 
nently diltinguiſh'd themſelves to all Europe. 
But ſeriouſly to recover the Clue of my an | 
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ples they move. What reflective Witticiſmg 
and Inuendoes have been flung at Sir —— about 


this ſecret Expedition, which has been ſo long fit- 
ting out: What Things have been ſaid about a 


Suſpenſion, or Ceſſation of Arms, and I don't 
know what, when, at the ſame Time, the great 
Man acts upon other Meaſures than they gueſs, 
and intends to proceed on other Motives than they . 
imagine. 4 


” * . . 


I was us'd in the ſame Manner as: 


to my ſecret Expeditim to Charing-Crofs : And as 


it is now over, and to put ſuch fruitleſs Revilers 
to the Bluſh,” I will tell them my Motives to it: 
Inprinis, as I was go ing to commence M———at 
Writer, it was proper I ſhould live near the M=r, 
not ofily for more eaſily attending his Levees, but-. 


to be more readily ſent for to attend a private” 


Conference, and receive Inſtructions whom I was 


to laſh, what I was to defend, what gainſay, when 


to give the evaſive, and when the downright Lie: 
All which Things are neceſſary for a Writer to 
know, who has ſuch a Patron to defend... 
As for the Frequency of my private Conferences, 
and the Nature of my Inſtruction I ſhall prudent- 
ly be ſilent; Inſtructions given to Ambaſſadors, 
tho” moy'd for by Members of the Houſe of C—g 


to be laid before them, are not to be revealed in 


ſuch a Manner : But as to my e a Levee 


in Downing-freet, that is notoriouſly known; and 


I can/ſay, with ſome Elevation of Heart, few in 
his Circle were more diftinguiſh'd for their Senſe, 
Learning, Virtue, Honour, Policy, Ability, and 
Eloquence, than your little humble Servant T. C. 
hut beſides theſe Reaſons, my Printer ang © 
Publiſher lived at that Place, and it is beſt for an 


Author to confer with his Printer very often; as 


how the Sale goes on, and whether any Caſh. is 
99 28 O become | 
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become due, without mentioning the Neceſſity of 
_ correcting the Sheets from the Preſs; for what a 
ſad Figure an Author makes in Print who don't 

know how to make his Stops: I therefore always 
RKop my Works myſelf; though as for the Spelling 
J leave that to the Printer's Boy. Sure then theſe 

are ſufficient Reaſons to take off the Obloquy that 
was caſt on me, that vile Catchpoles drove me to a 
Place which I out of mere Policy retired to. 
Well, there it was I compoſed my Country Cor- 
reſpondents, in all which I continued my Attack on 

Mr. 4; and in a miſcellaneous rhapſodical 

May defended the PM r Tooth and Nail: 
In Taverns J eat for him, drank for him, talk'd 
for him, and when I went home about Four o- 
Cock in the Morning, I wrote for him, 

Aurora Muſis Amica. 
| Then wou'd I write about it and about it. 

J continued this zealous and ſatirical Fury for the 
whole Summer, nor did I write Country Correſpon- 
dents only, but ſometimes occaſional Gazetteers, in 

both which Kinds of Writing I equally ſucceeded. 
This ſtrenuous Attachment of mine to the Aa- 
miniſtration, drew on me the Abuſe of the Country 
Party; and I was libell'd under the Character of 

Pijſtol in a ſcandalous Paper call'd Common Senſe. 
The Author of that Journal is a profligate forging 
Fellow; for he inſerted Letters from P:/al, with 
an Infinuation (as Igo by the Name of Piſtol) that 
they came from me, which was as notorious a Fib 
as his Predeceſſor 15/7 told of Colley Cibber ; and I 
take this Opportunity to avow to the whole World 
that I never had any thing to do with Common 
Senſe, nor ever will: From my Soul I heartily de- 

| ſpiſe it; and from this Moment, till Azropes _ 


- 


. „ 
fatal Shears ſhall ſnip the ſpinning Thread of vital 
Life, Common Senſe and J are Enemies, and fo, Mr. 
Common Senſe, your humble Servant. But 
it ſeems my great Apologiſt himſelf was droll'd up- 
on for his State-writings: I mean the Comedy of 
the Non-Furor, and Mynheer Keyber was a ſtanding 
Joke till at laſt A5 fairly kill'd him, —— Take | 
the Story in his own Words. Soon after the 
&. Non- Furor had receiv'd the Favour of the Town, 
J read, in one of Miſ's Journals, the following 
« ſhort Paragraph: Ye/fterday died Mr. Colley 
« Cibber, late Comedian of the Theatre Royal, noto= 
* rious for writing the Non- Juror. The Com- 
© pliment in the latter Part I confeſs I did not 
% diſlike, becauſe it came from ſo impartial 2 
Judge; and it really fo happen'd that the former 
“ Part was very near true; for I had juſt that 
© very Day crawl'd out, after having been ſome 
„ Weeks laid up with a Fever: However I faw 
* no Uſe in being thought to be thoroughly dead 
© before my Time, and therefore had a Mind to 
“ ſee whether the Town cared to have me alive 
again. So the Play of the Orphan being to be 
* acted that Day, I quickly ſtole myſelf into the 
Part of the Chaplam, which I had not been ſeen 
in for many Years before. The Surprize of 
t the Audience at my unexpected Appearance on 
* the very Day I had been dead in the News, and 
© the Paleneſs of my Looks ſeem'd to make it a 
© Doubt whether I was not the Ghoſt of my real 
** Selfdeparted : But when I ſpoke their Wonder 
e eag'd itſelf by Applauſe, which convinc'd me 
„they were then fatisfy'd that my Friend Mis 
had told a Nb of me. Now if ſimply to have 
* ſhewn myſelf in broad Life, and about my Buſi- 
s nefs, after he had notoriouſly reported me dead, 


U 


fan) 
e can be tie ene it was the only one which 
4 his Paper, while alive, ever drew from me: But 

* my particular Offence, of writing the Me. 
« Furor, has made me more honourable. Friends 

than Enemies; the latter of which J am not 
- unwilling ſhould know that that Part of the 
2. Bread I now eat was given me for having writ 

„ the Non-7uror.” 

Ibis ſhows that though we Tate Writers are 
55 upon, yet Reward makes up for theſe Squibs 
of Drollery. I may be aſd why I was fo vo- 
Juntary a Champion for the 1 and why 1 
relate this Account of State Writing, and inter- 
ſperſe political Memoirs and Remarks in this A- 
_ . palogy, as they do not immediately relate to the 

Hiſtory of the Stage. Some Fob Trat may ſagely 
reply, that Iwrite in this Manner merely to imi- 
tate the Manner of Callæy Cibler. But, Mr. 
Trot, you are miſtaken: Colley Cibher interſpers'd 
Defences of Lord e Pawer,, and Licen - 
- ſing Ad, for the ſame 825 eaſon that Is wrote Coun- - 

E Correſp ndents and Gazetteers, to create Merit 

with the 1. Vs y, which we, at a proper a ime, 
: Might ee ale of: The private Reaſon of writ- 
ang ole, ang abuſing Mr. R- all tended to 
the ſame P oint : I haye often promis'd to tell them 
to. the Reader, and the Sectet ſhall lie no longer a 
Burden to me, but out it ſhall. 
Mr. Colley Cibber retired from the Stage, on 
Patientiy fold his Share of the Patent to Mr. Hgh- 
more, when he had managed him ſo that he had Bn 
bis 0wn Price, and then he wiſh'd the Crew he left 
in the Veffel a good Voyage; ; yet, ſays he, though 


s. it began to grow late in Life with me, having 


8e Health and Strength enough to have been as 


> por on the "w_ as ever, 1 was under ble 
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-& ſible Neceſſity of quitting of it.” As an undoubt- 
ed Proof of that, he has ſeveral Seaſons ſince, on 
d, 


very valuable Conſiderations from Mr. F 
perform'd occaſionally on the Stage. But though 


he had quitted the Theatre, and ſold-his Share in 
it, when he had ſtaid with new Patentees, and 
made them think it worth their while to come up 
to his Price; yet the ſweet Profits of the Manage- 
ment of a Theatre remain'd ſtrongly in his Mind; 


and notwithſtanding all his Profeſſions of the Love 


of Retirement, he would gladly have been rein- 
ſtated in the Government of a Theatre, could he 
have obtain'd ſuch an Office, and not to have coſt 
him any Thing, , Now as he knew that I was a 


ſtrong Malecontent at Drury-Lane, and was ſen- 
ſible what Torrents of Ambition roll'd tumultuouſ- 


ly o'er my Soul, having deriv'd their Source fromm 


his own Spring, he was aſſured that I would come: 
into any Scheme that would ſooth my Ambition, 
and put me at the Head of a Company over which 
J was to have any profitable Share of the Manage- 
ment; for Ambition: will be but an inglorious Paſ- 


ſion if not founded upon Intergſt: It is the Utile' 
Dulci ſhould: govern: the Thoughts and Actions of 


the rational Part of Mankind. Acquainted with 


my Principles, and having ſeen. what an AchitepheF 
J was in theatric Policy; how adroit in raiſing 
Commotions, ſtirring up Revolts, heading Rebel- 
lions, and bringing about Revolutions, he thought 


proper to communicate to me a Deſign. of. gaining 
over to his Intereſt ſome: principal. Players of Dru 
- Lane Company, and then ſetting: up a new: 


Company under a. Licenſe, which he did not 


doubt, for his great Merit and Services, he could 
eaſily obtain. This Scheme jump'd with 


my own Way of Fhinking, and I came into it 
8 | _ ;_ wa 
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with Heart and Hand 5 nor did he omit hinting 
to me that his only Motive to ſuch a Deſign, when 
it began to grow late in Life with him, was purely bs 


retrieve the Honour of the Britiſh Theatre, and 
leave me handſomely provided for. Now though 


I knew he did not care a Ruſh for me, nor would, 


diut of pure Love, give me a Farthing to keep me 


from the ' Gallows, yet I had learn'd Art enough 
to diſguiſe my real Opinion, and give his: Propoſal 
the Turn he would have it take. Having reſolv- 
ed on this Deſign, we did ſecretly all we could to 
bring it about; for your important Schemes can- 
Not be executed as ſoon as plan'd, and therefore 
we were oblig'd to wait a proper Opportunity, 
which was, while the Articles of ſome of the prin- 
cipal Actors under Mr. F/—t—4 were expired, 
In the mean Time, laſt Summer, to deſerve ſome- 
thing from the M———y when I ſhould petition 
for any Favour, more Paterno, I took up my Pen, 
wrote Country Correſpondents and Gazetteers in De- 
fiance of Common Senſe and all its Adherents.— 
So, Mr. Reader, you now know for what Reaſon 
IJcommenc'd Politician /——— Well, methinks 1 
Hear fome John Trot object and fay, — Is writ- 
ing Country Correſpondents, and Gazetteers of ſuch 


Conſequence? ——— Yes, Sir, to write as I did, 


and lay about me like a Dratucanſir, and all that, 
Sir, is look'd on as meritorious ; and Merit is to 
be rewarded, —— All that Summer was chiefly 
ſpent in Politicks and Amours ; for I, as well as 
Sir , or —, muſt have my Relaxations 
and Divertiſements after the Concerns of a Na- 
tion have been pothering in my Brain : =—— I 


remember the old Maxim : 


N "which 


ever 

Virtue 
from the Service. 
have done it. 


with Mr. Find: again, and he equally reſoly'd. not 
to let me, I engaged with Mr. Rich; and appear'd 


mt FSI 1 | 

4 which T thus render: 4: 
Pepe the 7 7750 E mpire to removes. 

5 Retreating tou V, indulge your . 

A Maxim I always follow, when fatigued either 


3 the Affairs of the State, or the Stage, and the 
Example of my Betters keep me in Countenance, 


when I make this publick Confeſſion of it. 


To return: 


been worth his While, as well as mine; I might 
have been of great Service to him, for I could have 
made as good a Buſtle-MAaſter-General in St. Sts 
Chapel, as behind the Scenes: Of this I gave him a 
Hint in one of my Pamphlets, and told him with 
what an Air the young Captain could loll in his 
Chariot, while it roll'd. down to the Houſe, and 


chat he could make Speeches to a Senate, as well as 


to an Audience. But if People can't take a 
Hint, whoſe Fault is that? Perhaps he wanted 


more explicit Explanation, but my conſummate 


Moagſty not ſuifering me to make ſuch an Attempt, 
it may have been my Diſappointment.—How- 
| have this Conſolation, J am not the firſt 

f Merit who have ſuffer'd by that fimple 

As I was not taken ſuch Notice of 
as my Vanity had ſuggeſted I defery'd, I retreated 
The Practice of all great 
Men on ſuch Occaſions. - = Scipio, and others 
- As 1 was reſoly'd not to act 


Man 


on Covent- Garden Theatre. I ſo manag'd 


| e chat Lſoon became Buftlee Maher-General | 


In there 


de 


| That my Politicks would not | 

ſupport me, I ſoon found Ps though had a par- 
ticular Right Honourable Gentleman taken me more 
particularly under his Patronage, it might have 


there, and made the Under- Actors and Under- 
. Servants of the Theatre know who they had-got 


among them. As my Enemies will allow I am a 


clever Fellow in my Way, I muſt here mention 
the Succeſs I met with in my theatrical Way; I 
had long ſighed to perform the Character of 5 


in the Rehearſal, but my own Fears, and my Father's 
inimitable Action, ſtill fo freſh in every Memory, 


clip'd the Wings of my Ambition: However I 


was reſolv'd to make a Puſh at it, and propos'd 
to my new Maſter the getting up the Rehearſal. 
—— Rehearſal, ſaid he, —— umph ! And who 
can do Bayes © O!] Sir, ſays I, you need not have 


aſk*'d that Queſtion, when you have taken me into 
your Company, —— Umph ! ſays he, 


and took a Pinch of Snuff, and remain'd filent. — 


 Furg'd the Thing, and what Houſes it would 
bring, if I had the Management of getting it up. 


— His Anſwer came from him by half Sentences, 


and Inuendoes, and Pinches of Snuff, as, 
No, — 


The: Character of Bayes ſupported it. —— 


= Twas a Hazard. — *Twou'd be an Expence.— 
Mou d adviſe me not to think of it. — [Snuff] 


My Father indeed to have play'd it might do ſomething. | 


— The Town wou maße Compariſons. 


Perhaps not for my Advantage. The Expences, 
( Here it. 
was-eaſy to underſtand him) I therefore propos d 
to him to add ſueh a ludicrous Spectacle, as, by 
his Advice and Aſſiſtance, might bring great Au- 
diences, though a Thing of a trivial Nature.— 


in ſhort, tuou d be too conſiderable. 


Here ILknew ſhould tickle him: In ſhort, I pro- 

Pos d to reinforce Bayes's Troops, and, with a new 
Set of Hobby Horſes, raiſe two new Regiments, 
who ſhould Exerciſe in martial Order upon the 


Stage, 


— 8 mo 
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*Twont do. [Snuff] The Character. 
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"IO and by their capering ang: prancing I Bike me- 
nag'd War-Horſes, divert the Multitude; and 
that the Captandum vulgus he knew. was the /ine 
qua non in the Theatre. eee, did all I want- 
ed; he came into my Scheme, and was ſo very 
wal of the additional Troops, that he undertook to 
' raiſe them hanſelf, which he not only did, but at- 
| tended at all their Exerciſes and Jufters,; '2 aug Re 


Vieros, was  Riding-Mafter, Agent ors = 
ate 


Generaliſſimo. — When i t was perform 

met with an Applauſe might ſatisfy the we 
Vanity ; and my Hobby-. 15 Regiments bad nad as 
great Applauſe as my he remaining Part of 
the Seaſon went on with e great Succeſs to the Maf- 
ter, by my Rehearfal, . additional Troops 
had as many Spectators at Covent-Garden as hig 
M Houſhold Troops at a Review in Hide- 
Park: This continu'd till the Maſter brought his 
and Eurydice on the Stage, after which 
there was no Occaſion for Mr. Bayes ;. the Twin- 
um Twankum of Mr. Orpheus, and the Metamur- 
phaſes of Ad beur Harlequin, put my Troo ps to 
the Rout. However at the Cloſe of the Seaſon, 

made a Rally, and brought m 7118 and MP Army 
for one Night more into the Field. To ex- 
plain; J prevail'd with Mr. Rich to let me have 
another Benefit the laſt Night but one of performing 
on the Theatre for this laſt Seaſon: I ſay. anather, 
having had about four others within the Year. 
 _ The Frequency of my having Benefits demands 
ſome Conſideration in this Apology, as ſome Per- 
fons have given themſelves Airs to cenſure me for 

it, and beſides it may bring out ſome theatrical 
Anecdotes and Rules neceſſary for future and leſs- 
experienc'd Actors. As the having Benefits is 
9 88 to e 2 Su of Money e 


Iz 
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| AQr, and as it is railing it in an honeſt Way, 


what Crime is it if an Actor could get a Benefit- 


Play every Week ? - — O, but cries Mr. O- 
conom/?, who will buy but one Pit-Ticket in a Sea- 
fon? This is an Impoſitiom on the Publick, and ſevere 
Tax on your Tradeſmen, your Acquaintance, and your 
Acquamiance's Acquaintance ? Ay, it might ſeem ſo 
indeed, if they were all, as for my/elf, but I have 
more Modeſty to make unreaſonable Requeſts, — 
In ſhort, Sir Viſacre, there is an Art to conduct 


ſuch Things with a Glofs, and an Art of which I 


am the original Inventor: I ſhall illuſtrate this by 


Matters of Fact, as I practis'd them. When 


Ioengag'd in that notorious Trial of my Cuckol- 
dom, I ſtood in Need of the Eſſence of Law, for 
Money is the Sinews of Law, as well as War; and 
to raiſe it, the eaſieſt and only Way was by having 
aà Benefit, I aſłk'd Mr. F——4 this as a Favour, 


and a good natur'd Office, to enable me to obtain 
Juſtice for my Heartwracking Injuries: Though 


this was at a very good Part of the Seaſon, he, 


compaſſionating my Neceſſities, comply'd : Now | 


comes the Thing; I thought at that Criſis, hav- 


ing a Benefit in my own Name might be not ſo 


proper, and without it, a he ſay, how could you 
get a full Houſe ? —— Why, I found out a Way 
to have a Benefit, and a full Houſe, and Nobody 


know it: Not to keep you in Suſpence, I got my 
| d to let 


Father to play for me, and Mr. 
me have the Houſe, ſo it was done at once. 


% 


You'll fay this was very friendly of the Maſter,— 


but that is all over. Two Months after 1 
had a Benefit in my own Name; that was mine 


dy right, and I need fay no more on it. — But 
about three Months after J wanted another Benefit, 


which 


— 


was 
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was engag'd to Mr. Rich, and got Leave for the 
Houſe, and ſome Brother-Actors, to play gratis. 
But I did not tell the Publick it was my Benefit: 


No, I knew better; I touch'd them in a tender. 
Point, and told them it was to ſupport my dear 


Infant Children which I had left by my firſt Wife 
Jem — And fo put at the Top of the Bills, 
Fer the Benefit of Miſs Betty and Miſs Molly, &c. 


¶jÜũa' - dome indeed ſaw through this Artifice, but 


it paſs d current enough with the Majority. 


At Chriſtmaſs I was to have had another, but the 


Weather prevented it: I have had another in my 


Courſe among the Actors, and another after them, 


becauſe I did not get enough by the former. 
I muſt obſerve, that on theſe Occaſions I always 
find ſome Topick to diſplay my Oratory on, which 
I print at the Bottom of my Bills, either as Ad- 
vertiſements or Remonſtrances, or Petitions, or 


ſomething or other, and circulate them among the 
Gentry and Nobility, Tradeſmen, Acquaintance ; 


and Strangers: Beſides which, I generally ſpeak an 
Epilogue of Fo, Haynes's riding o an Aſs; and to 
ſew how I can laugh at Perſons calling me by 


Mock-Names, I advertis'd it, to be ſpoke by the 


young Captain in his Regimentals, riding on an Aſs. - 
—— This may ſeem a trifling Story to the an- 
theatrical Reader; but I write this to inſtruct ' 


Poſterity, who are engag'd in a Theatre, by what 


Means they may manage their Affairs; and I hope 
from theſe Hints ſome future Genius may find 
much Profit and Emolu ment. 
The Seaſon being clos'd, I again retir'd to Cha- 
ring-Croſs, but not to write Politicks, if the Reader 
has any Curioſity to know what important Affair 

I went thither for, that I might ſafely negociate it, 
let him peruſe the Beginning of the ſubſequent . 
Chapter. VVV = CHAF 
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. Sinary of Affairs at e Las Parr, x 
— The Scheme to get a new Licence 5 2 
— The Reaſon fe or 't 11 Publication of Mr, C. 

© Cibber's Apology given. The Scheme 05 

carries. 7 moſt heroick 1 — 4 

Diſſertation en Property. An pug 74] fad 

v iting another Chapter. 


1 A M now entering on a Theme v which will ſur⸗ 5 
prize the Publick, becauſe it is ſuch a Piece of 
ſecret Hiſtory, as will be a Kiy'to ſeveral elaborate 
| Digrefſions in the Apology of Mr. Colley Cibber : I 


ut previouſly CES gy Ak in his hiftorical Part 


of the Stage he was very well vers'd in the Rebel- 
tions, Revolts and Revolutions of his Time, till he 
had fix d the Government of the Stage under a 
Triumvirate, of which he himſelf was one; and 
from the Time of his quitting his Share in the Pa- 
tent, no one is better vers d iti Rebelliont, Revolts, 
| Revolutions, Faftions, Opjuſitions, &c. &c. than my- 
ſelf; Two Perſons of ſuch Experience might bring. 


| about great Things i in a theatrical State, more e- 


ſpecially if the People were divided, and Heats and 
Animoſities were fomented among them. I have 
. acquainted the Reader of ſome great Deſign which 
Was in Embrio, and which we only wanted an 
Opportunity to execute: This was for my Father, 
after having tais d Uneaſineſſes and Jealouſies a- 
mong Mr. s r 85 , to obtain a Licence 
for a new Company. - me private Affairs 
of Mr. K -s gave us the Opportunity we ſo 
much defir'd. —— For as through the Confuſion 
Things were in a ans —_ ö 


ſelf; and -a Report prevailing, which we in- 
: duſtrioully rumour'd as Truth, that he would 
never return to the Management of his The- 
atre again, we could not only the better ſo- 
licit the Actars, but even the Chamberlain, and 
with leſs Oppoſition: Lo work we went, and 


yin ary Triumph in my Heart. However, Mr. 
le 


and made ſuch Remonſtrances as were F pro- 


/ 


OS 1 879 „„ 
4 11 Diſtemper, he could not appear him 


indeed we at firſt met with ſuch hopeful Succeſs, | 3 | 
that I was not a little elate, and form'd much 1 ima- ; be 


tt ibood took ſuch Meaſures as to the Actors, | 
that he thought, maugre all our Projects, he ſhould . 
be able to retain a good Company at Drury- Lane 
To traverſe this Deſign, and with a ſpecious View 
any actin juſtly, Mr C—y Ct repreſented to the 
Ed , that there was an abſolute: Ne- 
city for having another Company form'd, as 
Mr. Fletwoo# had very injuriouſly treated his” 
chief Actors, and that there were very large 
Arrears due to them: To impoſe ftill the more. 
on the C., there were ſome Actors waited. 4 
on the L—d Ch—--72, introduced by Mr. C. „„ 


per: Thus we. carried on the Sollicitation, which 
occaſioned an Order to be ſent to Mr. -Chetwoed, - 
Prompter of the Theatre, that none of the Ch 
pany ſhould engage in any other Company, or 
elſewhere, without his Knowledge andPermiſſion. - 
This we look'd, in a Point, gain'd in our Fayour,, . 
to prevent any Actors making freſh Agreements 
which Mr. Hleetivood thought. ſome Perſons view d 
it in another Light, and 1 imagin dit was.to prevent, AN =. 
any Actors going e bim. . 992 fe RNS | 


* 
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ken eh il of the“ out, and he was in ac oY 
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7 that his Life was defi 1 af PER | 
was reported one Night that le + was dead, 1 — 3 it 2 
Was inſerted as Truth in the publict Papers of next 


7 . Fel 
3 
| 
1 Day. I firſt heard it at the —_ and that was 


the e of * ee Ll 


in a i prior Eb er, Pot an ch this Report was 
| falſe yet fo dangerous an Illneß revented his 
baffling about as he might otherwite have done; 
yet he managed fo Gar. that our Repreſentation 
of the Affairs of Drury-Lane Theatre loft conſidera- ; 
by of their Weight, as great Part was, on Exa- 
mination, found not to be ſtrictly true, and that 
Mr. C. C. had notoriouſly utter d Geveral Fibs both 
of the State of Drury-Lane, and the Manager of it. 
It may be objected that Mr. C. C. 7 myſelf, © 
and others, were very great Scoundrels. to take fuch 
an Advantage of a Gentleman, being in a deſpe- 
rate IIlneſs, and who had, at a vaſt Expence, pur- 
chagd the Patent, and had redeem'd the Hay-mar- 
diet Cor 1 2 from the deſperate State they labour d | 
5 under me added, that, not only taking ſuch an 
Advantage was unj juſt, but that telling bsweremore 
ſo. But pray let me aflcwer 11 ObjeQors. Are not 
in the tranſacting all Szate Aﬀairs between Kings 
and Potentates all advantageous Opportunities 
ts be taken? Does not Policy require, when any 
Thing offers which may prove beneficial, that | 
without any Qualm of Canſczence, the Prime Mr 
of any Kingdom is to make Uſe of it, be jt never 
| 6 une or detrimental to a Rival Power p Suppoſe 
'  "rhetaking of Carthagena, or even the Tſland of 


* n. — — Ga 12S * — 8 a = —_ _ _ — 
8 N N a * 9 ** * 3 2 © bf LK: * — ee — — — - . OI — or” — 
D IN ie Y F + 9 3 WW * R c 8 , * 
* - x A, . x £ 1 N „ 1 4 g " * D > - 
Ke. y L : . 8 : - e 
1 ? 2 
. \ t * 7 Fas 
2 0 : i 1 77 5 


| L = "Cabd'v Wo "break: the haughty Heart of the Dugen , 
'2 of Pain, Is © our. Miniſtry to deſiſt gaining Part of 
| ber! Jominions for Fear of being the Death of 


. Ns 


her 
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15 Wy: The Reader; Sau. achtiatiicet with theſe” nee 

-."4bte ednceriirig Mr. Colley' Cibber, may if the 
have red His Apology, - account not only tor 

| : palitital - _ on the Stage, his ore 
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: Though perhaps that tender-heartedneſs of the 


* may be the Reaſon why Admiral Ver 
non was not ſupported with Land- Forces. — 


| But — Ne Sutor ultra Crepidam. Then: Sit, 5 | 3 | 
as for telling a few Fibo, what mighty Matter bs  _\ 
there in that, when the Fibs may go 2 great Way = : 


to carry the Cauſe ? In alt caballing, theatrical or 


political Fibs are the moſt Eſſential requiſite ; and. . 1 
moreover is is known in Fibbing you Wü fs 1) 
5 2 Ii it is not diſcovered. e ten te Ok = 


2 . nas Na 4 . Part I 1 


on it ny wy and intend, for the publick Good, | ! = 
to write : coy” ay on the Art of rbbing, which 1 -- 


deſign to publi h next Winter by Subſcription. - 
Bus thorough Anſwer to all moral Objections, 


h mine and Mr. Colley Cibber's Pbilaſapby; if our 
Donſciense can away \with it, we may lay our 


Hands to our honeſt Hearts, and vow we have 
Acted like Men of Honour ; and Who can guinilay 
DIS 


4 160 1 : 
5 n e it at the Time le was 


; Solliciting a a new Licence. As Tam a candid Hiſtorian, fl 
1 will not conceal ſome Remarks which I have 40 


| Heard made when his H tory and his Conduct have 
deen compar'd, as if they were inconſiſſent with 
one another: He is ſaid, throughout his Apology, 
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to have endeavour'd to prove, that the Multiplicity o 

.of Theatres is contrary to the uſeful Conſequences , 
4 which may accrue. from a well-govern'd tage —- 9 
True — I know it is a common Opinion, ſays 
be, that the more Play-houſes the more Emu- 
=» *. lation: I grant it; but what has this Emula- . 
2 | _ » jon. ended in? Why a daily: Contention, who |W + 
hall ſurfeit you with the beſt Plays? So that 


e when what ozght to pleaſe. can no longer 
20 pleaſe, your Appetite is again to be rais'd . 
4 by ſuch. monſtrous , Preſentations as. diſho- 
* . ndur the Taſte of a civiliz d People. TY 
BY  indecd to our ſeveral Theatres we could raiſe 
3 1 proportionable Number of good Authors, 70. 
den all different Employment, then per- 

3 $ the Publick might profit from their Emu- 
it 175 lation: But while good Writers are ſo ſcarce, 
© '<& andundaunted Criticks ſo plenty, I am afraid 
t a good Play-and a blazing Star, will be equal 
Rarities. — This has been urg'd as a Reaſon 
hy Mr. Colley Cilben fhould not have ſollicited a 
Licence to have ſet up a new Company, and that 
lt was againſt his own Maxims: But pray not ſo 
flaſt; He remains in this Opinion ſtill againſt the 
1 Multiplicity of Play-houſes in the Main; and if 
phe had ſetup another, it would have been 'onh 
=. er dine ad, to have ruin'd Mr. Fiettood's e 

Par * and to Rau e. the e too two 
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be would have -giv 
But hy 4 tight 55 
2 People But then Thy yo wy e he . bim 
ſelf, could 12 done Wi thout good Huthors 3 and 
good Writers are vefy ſcarce. They are ſo, 
but would” there not have been HiMsELF and 
"MYSELF to have-entertain'd the Town; fo that 
«att cheſe futile Oßfeckions fall 40 the Ground. | 
Again, ſays Mr. Wars after Mr. Colley! has en- 


; rd himſelf ave luntary Champlot for reſtraining 
ſes,” and given the Publich 


: the Number of Play 
4 Pura of, hi. ole them ſee how Ft he 
3 r 15 net a Block? 


Matters ubode Copa, F. de ace the! 
His arguments; 463 Aid | OW -we have ſeen the 
- $:-Confequence of what many Fe contend for, 
| | Variety of Play-huſes ! How was it poflible | To + 
many could ſubfiſt on what was: to be feen? 
How could the fame Stock of Plays ſu ſupply four : 
% "Theatres, which could not well ſupport two? — - 
Had thisLaw been made ſeven Veal ago, Thould 8 
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Hot have partes Wich my Share in the Parent 


under a thouſand Pounds more than 1 receiv d 


* 


Fo on Yor is —— o that as far as Fam able to fudge, 


: 4 tentees 4s Undertakers, Are, -or might. be in a 
% Way of being better entertin'd; and moe 
nei derable-C Slitiers By it“ All this amounts 
tone more, than ab this Law prohibits an nli- 
rene Number of Play houſes, the Value of the 
Ditection of a Theatre may increaſe, and that Mr. 

Citber:waight Nabe been a very confiderable . 
Gainer; if he ru a Licence to have been zx 
Wine of another : We had ſuch ſanguineHoptg * 

WW. . hot — + 
* 3 . en camp 


the Publick, as Spectators, and the Pa- 5 | 
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+ was. the Op-ra-houſe in the Hay-market, where the 
Nero — hisown Time fix d, but which he would 
- have had alter'd to the Plan of Drury Lane; this 
is hinted at in ſeveral Parts of the Apology; but in 
8 184, he proyes it a proper Spot, and the 
5 ere that ſuch a Project might ſucceed, From: 
by the vaſt. Increaſe of the Buildings [Gro/ſvener- 
& Squarez.&c, ] I have mention'd, the Situation 


i on” of that Theatre has receivꝰd en Ad- 


e vantages; a new World of People of Condition 


& are nearer to it than formerly; and am of Opini- 


„ on that if the Auditory Part were reduc'd, a. 


11. little more to that of the Model of Drary-Lane,. 


tan excellent Company of Actors would now 


e find a better Account in it, than in any other 


t Houſe, in this populous City. Let me not be 
e miſtaken ; I fay an excellent Company, and 
e ſuch: as might be able to do Juſtice to the beſt. 
Plays; and throw thoſe latent Beauties in 
M6. en, which only excellent Authors can diſ- 
cover, or give Life to: If ſuch a —— 


WT "6. were; 200, there they would meet with a quite 


different Set of Auditors than other Theatres 
re have been lately us'd to. — Here, in his own. 
Words, you have the Ground-Work of our Scheme: 
And who is there can doubt, but under his Direc- 
tion and mine, the Morals of a Theatre muſt have 


2 3 been reform'd, for what by our known Virtues, and 


_experienc'd Knowledge; of Gradbreeding,. we ſhould 
Have. made our Theatre the School. of Manners, 
Virtue, and Politeneſs— For has he not in his“ 


 _Chimerical Thoughts of mating the Wa uſeful, 


Halt a: Theatre in the. , to e bis Concern 
5 4 that . 


re 163 15 ä 
that the digi fon not 4 lutte * fa the.” =, 
e Gare and further Conſideration of. thoſe Governments - iſ 

_... Where they are tolerated. There. was a Time, i 
s adds he, and not yet out of many Peoples Memory, 
n. ; when it ſubſi Ned upon its own rational. Labours ; 4vhen © 


e. even Succeſs attended an Attempt to reduce it to De- 
*. ceny ; and when" Actors themſelves avere hardy enough 
— to hazard their Intereſt in the Purſuit of ſo dangerous 
1 2 a Reformation. — Now as all know what WAS 
- may be again, we flatter'd ourſelyes that we 


1 | ſhould have brought about a theatrie Reforma- 
tion: And more eſpecially from the Publication of 
L. the Apolgy, having laboriouſly and zealouſly-ſhewn. MK 
7 in it, what *-Regard' was always paid to the 
EE: .* Power of a Lord Chamberlain, and what Infli-. W 
7 tc ence and Operation that Power muſt vaturay-. 

| n have in all theatric Revolutions. 8 


5 Bur oh ! thou curft, incunſtant, fickle . 
: Thou Strumpet Deny, FORTUNA.hiht; _*© 
Thou, thou with painted Looks and Bye: Jes e 
Who mild le e on my faire 1 f 
uſt, juft upon the Brink of fu Enjoyment, 3 
Pith jilling Mein thou turn /t thy Backſide on me, 
Mat nil ſt indignant at ay, aim d Embrace! 
Curſe on my wayward Fate —CO eng Stars /=. k 
ider what Star theatric was I born ? ——  - 
Y: Gods ! why gave ye to me ſuch a Sul © bl 
That fuvells and pants with fuch ambitious Throws,.. 
Det Torture it with Diſa ee. vile & 
Fl—F#s ſuperior Genius bgs undone mo \ 
HR, Beg like, oer me — a meer Tom 2 
T rs *yond mySight, and micks my aching | Pies 
But it is Well —— Anon, and yet anon 
th 9 air * N * hs 
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- remain. in Nubibus, tough huh i tun in u neh better 
; i than any h Nu ; Uh 


: Eg my eee ie r Lagen, 
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Queſtion, Ma FROPERTY 2 It is merely hav- 
ing the. 1 of . A. ai ich. Polelion 
" a a ju? HE Jens to it Bl 


univerſal 
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res "Row 
e e af) Project in” Nancy. plain 


kbeggi ing m Lord's Pardon 
ber the Bxpreffion) us, Ne Would not eönſent, 

_  withoutany 9 Neaſbni for us to in- 
vade a e e Rroperty: But l pie has 
ligations, 

however Fo ns Approve E 


Del 5 : 
: They are above the Deſcrip- - 
hough- that can ſometimes ſoar 
fuch Heigh ts, as may 6 beyond the Ken of com- 

at I may ask thi his br. 6 


Tarte ef e La ont of T THY to be ſuppoſed . 
tis nine parts of Juſtice out of en; andconfequently g 
ſhould be the Balance of every Man Actions. 
4 , «tor Inſtance, If a W viz. a Woollen 
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5 Draper, Haberdaſher, Mercer, Laceman, &c. had 
particular Goods in their Shops, their Goods du+ 
ring that Time are their Properties: They are ſo. 
Well, the Taylor purchaſes ſome of them from the 
2 ſeveral Shops, and.they become his. Now if I order 
the Taylor from thoſe Goods to make me a hand- 
. ſome Suit of Cloaths, and he makes them and 
. delivers them to me, will any one ſay they are the 
Property of the Woollen- Draper, Haberdaſher, 
5 Laceman, c. or Taylor? No, they: are mine. 
Au, ſays Sir Sneerer, if you have paid for 
them. Ay, Sir, if I have not paid for them 
too. — The Cloaths, durante poſſeſp one, are legally . 
mine; and as my Property I wear them. — The 
Taylor indeed may ik his Action at Law; 
and then play leaſt in Sight; but I ſtill wear the 
» Qloaths. —He forces me to the Verge: of the Law; 
bert ent Kal my ſtrongHolds, T make x ca F 7 
_ fideration. of his Claim to them, or an 8 1 
nde Property bates find changes Mal- 
ters: Tis a quick Inheritance: 1 


rep Heredem velut unda b ada" 7 


* orgive the Lowneſs of my Illuſtration, and mak- ' 
ing myſelf an Example: But Truth is Truth, 
however mean the Object may be that demon- 
ſtrates it. If you would have a more elevated Idea, 
behold the fluctuating Property of the greateſt 
Empires and Kingdoms of the World : Vour 
AMedes and your Prrſians are no longer govern'd hy 
their Cyrus's and Darius's — Alexander's Family 
are not in Poſſeſſion of the territorial Property 
Wich he himſelf took from others. — But by 

2 I be prodi 10 of my hiſtorical Learning. 

Does not the nene A Kan, at this very 
ER Day, 


: ff 1686 al Ne 
Day, > make the Domini6ns of the Sophi of Perfia 


«i Property 
And Pwvinces of the Gral Moprl his Property; 


and is he not meditating td make other Provin- : 


dees of the Oitomian Empire his Property ?-— But 


-you ſay this is Injuſtice, and that he, i in fact, is an 


Uſurper. — A Fits: for Diſtinction of Names; 


nile he is inPoſſeffioirof his Territories, and at the 


Head 6f his Armies, he is a Prince. —T only wiſh 
* r e Kouli Kan of the Theatre, and the 
Wiobite _ uf 0 me whatever Name or Title | 

; :they þ beſides todiſtinguiſh me by. But do not 

Your: . Potentates act on the fame Principle : 
II they can once gain Foſſeſſton, by Fraud or 
4 Force, of a convenient Iſland or Prat 6f Land, 

. *of Dominion, de they not think they have a juſt 

Right e it, and that it becomes their Property ? 


Would any good Engliſhnan doubt 6ur indiſpu- 


© able Right to Gibraltar, Mitorca, Jamaica, — or 
© Fifpaniola and all the American War IE could 
ake them from the 8 0 mars, "ant afterivards 
Ekeep them. — If; therefore I, either Vi or Fraud, 
_ could get any Part of the theatric Dominions, am 

I to blame? — Or if I, the young Captain at Land, 
meeting with a rich Kee wh Taylaf, ſhould: -plun- 
der him of a laced Suit of Cloaths, hy am I to 
de cenſured more than hnother Captain at Sea, who 
- plundets a Curarca Ship ? 6 But, ſays my: Gppo⸗- 


= 


nent, F-Juppoſe — th N Property of Nations, 


aud theprevate Property of Juljecis arr diffetently - 
Uo be 3 2 r humble Servant fer 


that, ny Dear: By my loſophy I: Took upon 
7 ee le Daene 2g s ar 4 a} is fair 


Wayein chi Srample for theGoods of the World; 
und chink myſelf, in this Neſpec . in as 
3 — ing/ JOSE 290%, 
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3 and has he not made the vaſt Riches 
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| G ads} why gave ye me a:; oh ee 

9 4 ud rye it vad e eee e Ne 
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What a Bude rute ve made 


amo the Princes of the World, and elbom d all 
the Monatchs round About x me,—But, non _fic Dis. 
viluere,—— Therefore 1 in mimic. Paralle el. among: , Db 
the Pliimes of Tragedy, and Struts of. Ambitions: - 
I ſhew' a Dawn of What, L et Fes +. 
ſhould have. ited, — | EC IN 15 
| But to return from ah Thar n MN. 2 Fa 
Comi any by the Sanction of. A Licenſe from the: A 
Lore Chamberlain; and i 1 0 Cibber Ambi-. a 
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tion and [boon iews have the fame F Ns es mine, 
Ile, in pleaſe himfelf With is, Fol 
having A «plentiful Pip viſion for Life, and BER 3 1 
the Joy he took in the End of a an old Song. 1 - .. 


A Mind, my Mind is a Fe 1d 


„ 1 
r j He like a looſe Philoſopher may again fay, ons 2 ; * 
8 Me while ny laughing "Follies can deceive; 51 7 Al 

x Bięſi in the dear Delirium let me fis, 5] 

» BU — Rather than wiſely know my Hants alerts 3 
, But, for my Fart, 1 muff again ſubmit to return : 


„d the Stage à Servant inflead of; a1 
Which had I known ſome Weeks ago, this 
logy had not, as yet, have been wrote, nor- "MY 
Father's would not, as yet, have been publiſhed: 
But as I am drawn into this hiſtorical Narration 
of the Stage, which is, in fact, a true and neceſ- 
1 wry e to his, I will make 1 it as cn 
as 


er; 
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as poſſible; for which Reaſon, Iſhall enter on an- 
other Chapter, that I may give the theatrical 

Characters of the principal Actors now living, net 
only as it will be in Mr. Gwlley Cibber's Manner, 
which I promis d to follow in my Title Page, but, 
an fact, as this Apology will not be, An hi/torical 


 Fiew f the. STAGE during my OWN TIME, with- 


out them: The caving Characters is the moſt © 
difficult Province of an Hiſtorian ; and very few, 
either antient or oder, havs ſucceeded in them: 
They who ſneer at Cibber's Apology in general, ap- 
:prove of his characterizing his Co temporattes 3 
they own the Draught is maſterly, and the Colour- 
. ing entertaining. I am ſenſible therefore how 


hard the Taſk muſt be to give the  Pourtrait of 


__ * living Players, when all the Town is acquainted 
with the Originals: However, asI am of a ſtrong 
Opinion this Apology, as well as the other, may 
live to late Poſterity, I am not willing my Co- 
temporaries ſhould be buried in Oblivion; and per- 
haps there may be no Apologi/t theatrical hardy e- 


naough to ſucceed me: My Friends of the Stage 


will therefore excuſe my Manner, Partiality, and 
Expreſſions, and what they may not approve, as 
being too free, paſs over with a Smile of Contempt; 


for, to conclude, I ſhall be as free with Mr. C. 


© Ciblyr and myfelf asany of them, whoſe Characters 


I ſhall draw up. as Parallels to one another: As J 
have given you, Reader, the Bill of Fare of the 
next Chapter, it is in your own Option whether 


you will ſit down to che. Meal. e 


* 


— : 


"The ſcveral theatrical Character: of fame of the pre- 


ent Actors. Parallel between. the Author 
and Mr. Colley Cibber. Je Concluſion. 


— 


\ S I am nowentering on a Province which is 
& eſteem'd the moſt difficult for an Hiſtorian 
to fucceed in, I am under ſome Apprehenſions that 
this Chapter may not only be the leaſt entertaining, 
but may give Offence, when I have no Manner 
of Deſign that it ſnould. To draw Characters re- 
quires not only a great Judgment but great Art, 
tho' you deſeribe Perſons that have lived ſome 
Fears or Centuries before you write: But to draw 
the Characters of Perſons 1 Hi Laber, 
hoc Opus et. Equally to avoid Flattery or Cen- 
ſure, and to keep ſtrictly to a judicious Narration, 
is what few. Hiſtarians have ſucceeded in at all; 
but to charaQerize your Cotemporaries, then liv- 
ing, requires ſuch an honeſt Impartiality that ftill 
fewer have attempted it. —On theſe Conſiderati- 
ons I would have wav'd giving any Characters of 
my theatrical Brethren ; but on the Remonſtra- 
tion of ſome Friends that my Hiſtory would not 
be compleat without them, ak; in Part, enter 
on. this arduous Undertaking: Jacta gſt Alea, as 
Cæſar ſaid, The Die is caſt, Mell paſs the Ru- 
bicon: Proceed I muſt and will; therefore in the 
Concluſion of this prefatory Paragraph I ſhall chuſe 
the Motto of another great Man, Fari quæ Sentiat; 
and ſo, Mr. Reader, and Sir Actor, I hope you 
will peruſe the Reſt of this Hiſtory with Candour, 
if my Pictures are ſuch as you in Truth know them 
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ſeem to have it more in View to diſplay their 
< own Parts, or make their Court to the Perſon 
“ characteriz'd, to his Relations, Friends, and 


“ Dependants, than to draw him truly ſuch as 
* he was; and of many ſuch it may be ſaid as 


vas ſaid of the Painter who excell'd in Colour- 
-* ing and Proportion, That his Picker had g. 


_ © very Excellence but Likeneſ5.**—It may be 
__  wonder'd why I quote this Author; but I am 
willing to pay all Deference to an Author who 


hhas been engaged in the ſame Cauſe with myſelf, 
and perhaps my individual Sk LF: I only wiſh m 


Pictures may have ſome Likeneſs, which will, I 


believe, attone for the Want of other Excellencies, 


- preſuming this Attempt may be neither difagree- 


— 
„ * 


able to the Curious, or the Frequenters of a The- ry 
atre, take it without any farther Preface. 
In the Year 1740, the principal Actors, or 
whom I think the principal Actors, may be thus 


impartially and conciſely pourtray'd. © 
As Tragedians claim, from their coftly Plumes 


and Trappings, a Superiority of Merit over the 


Comedians, I ſhall begin with them; and taking 


5 the Liberty of deviating from Cicero, Saluſt, Cla- 


rendon, and all other Hiſtorians, except Colley Cib- 


5 ber, ſhall deſcribe them juſt as I think proper. 


Quin at Drurz-Lane Houſe, and Delane at Co- 
vent-Garden, are the Perſone Dramatis which are 


| without Competitors : They both play the chief 
Characters in the ſame Caſt, therefore I ſhall con- 


under the Direction of the late Mr, Rich, he je» 


| ſider their different Characters together. Quin 


Has been many Years on the Stage, and has gra- 


dually roſe up to that Height of Reputation he at 


preſent enjoys: When :Drury-Lane Theatre was 


N 
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| LET - 1 
in the inferior Claſs; and the Lieutenant of the 
Tower in Cibber's Alteration of Richard the Third 
was one of the principal Parts he perform'd : The 
Caſt of ſeveral. Plays in Print fully prove his Abt- 
lities were then thought but very inſignificant ; 
however, on a new Company ſetting upat Lincolns- 
Inn- Fields, he was engage d in it, and has ever ſince, 
but more eſpecially on the Death of Boheme, gra- 
dually roſe to a great Degree of Favour with the 
Publick: Mr. Booth's quitting the Stage ſtill ſetũ - 
him in a fairer Light, and indeed left him without 
a Rival: He had for ſome Time appear'd without 
any Competitor, when, all om a ſudden, there ap- 
Päear'd at Goodman s Hields a young Tragedian from 
Dublin This was Delane, Novelty, Youth, Aa -| 
handſome Figure, c. took off from any ſevere 
_ Eriticifm on his Elocution and Action. In ſnhort, 
though ſo far from the polite End of the To. r.,  Þ 
he drew to him ſeveral polite Audiences, and be. 
eame in ſuch a Degree of Repute, that Compari- Þ 
ſons were made between him and Quin; nor was 
he without Admirers of both Sexes who gave him 
the Preference: He was not inſenſible of this, 
and determined to leave Goodman's-Frelds, and in- 
dulge his Ambition at one of the Theatres-Royal: 
Quin juſt at that Time left Covent-Garden for 
Drury-Lane, and heengag'd with Mr. Rich at Co- 
vent-Garden; and in two or three Vears on the 
Stage gain'd that Station on it which moſt of the 
_ ether Actors could not in many Years attain to. 
Quin has the Character of a juſt Speaker, but then 
it is confin'd to the ſolemn declamatory Way: 
He either cannot work himſelf into the Emotions 
ef a violent Paſſion, or he will not take the Fa- 
tigue of doing it: The Partiality of his Friends 
fays he can touch the Paſſions with great Delicacy 


22 


I W2].. . 
if he will; but general Opinion affirms he has nei- 
ther Power of Voice or Senſation to give Love or 
Pity, Grief or Remorſe their proper Tone and 
Variation of Features. Delane is alſo eſteemed 
a juſt Player; and though he has often a more loud 
Violence of Voice, yet, either from an Imitation 
of Quin, or his own natural Manner, he has a 
Sameneſs of Tone and Expreſſion, and drawls out 
his Lines to a diſpleaſing Length: But that loud 
Violence of Voice is uſeful to him when Anger, 
Indignation, or ſuch enrag'd Paſſions are to be ex- 
preſs'd; for the ſhrill Loudneſs marks the Paſſion, 
which the ſweet Cadence of Quin's natural Voice 
is unequal to. In ſuch Parts, eſpecially Alexander, 
- -Delane pleaſes many; for the Million, as C. C. 
_ fays, are apt to be tranſported when the Drum of 
the Ear is ſoundly rattled: But on the contrary, 
Quin's folemn Sameneſs'of Pronunciation, which 
conveys an awful Dignity, is charmingly affecting 
in Cato. Delane is young enough to riſe to 
greater Perfection; Quin may be faid now tobe 
at the Height of his: If Delane has the more 
plweaſing Perſon, Quin has the more affecting Ac- 
tion: Both might ſoon appear with more Advan- 
tage if they were on the ſame Stage: The Rival- 
ip of Delane would give a ſpirited Jealouſy to 
Quin, and force him to exert himſelf; and Quin's 
Judgment would improve the unfiniſh'd Action of 
Delane; but they are the Cæſar and Pompey of 
the Theatre, and one Stage would be incompa- 
tible with their Ambition; Sin could bear no 
one on the Footing as an Equal, Delane no one 
as a Superior. Bn Tis Se Cn ARS. | 
 Milkuard is an Actor with all the Happineſs 
of Voice that can be imagin'd, and a Perſonage 
very well turn'd for the Lover or the Heroe ; 1 . | 
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when he. is not-indolently negligent, does he often 
betray a Want of Judgment: His Voice is ſweet, : 
with an uncommon Strength; and in the Deca- 
dence of it, there is a Softneſs which f to 
touch the Paſſions of Grief, Love, Pity, or par. 
In. Comedy the Eaſineſs of his Dialogue in che =. | 
genteel Characters ſeems very amiable ; ang 
though in his Action and Speech he does not imi- 
tate that quick ſnip-ſnap- Catch of the late Mr. 
Wilks, to expreſs Spirit and Vigour; yet his Voice 
and Geſture ſhow ſuch a. Vivacity as are the juſt ' 
Effects of Nature: In low Comedy he has been 
ſeen to ſucceed beyond Expectation; and to ſpeak. - 
all: in a Word, according to Mr. Cilber's Deſcri - + | 
tion of Mountford, he is, or might be, the true Re _— 
profentative: of him. + 9 
Of Mr. Willam Mills T have ſaid ſomething 
in a preceding Chapter; all I ſhall add here is, 
that he is not excellent in Tragedy, the Inanity 
of his Voice being unequal to the Swellings and 
Throvs of the Sublime: In Comedy he ſucceeded. : | 
to Mr. Wilks's Parts; has caught ſomething of his 
Catch in the Voice; is always very buſy. on tze Þ 
Stage; and, what all Actors ought to value them- 8 


. ſelves upon, ve perfect. 2 
Serin and Foe Miller * dead, I ſhall 5 3 


no- -Deſcriptions of them, nor of chaile: who have 
ſucceeded to theip Parts; for if I ſhould ſpeak of 
their Excellencies, I ſhould be tempted.to mentlon 
the comparative Iequality of their Succeſſors.— 
Like the great Apoligiſts Method of treating Ver- 
bruggen, Keen, Boheme, &c.. Sc. Sc. I ſhall pals 
over the Reſt of the preſent Players as Princes of + 
| petty Fame: I ſhall therefore only ſpeak of twa 
OS? and 8 ſelf, and Colley Cibber in Parallel. 
if ee ati Rs! M . 
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Mrs. Clive is efteem'd by all an excellent 


$ . Comic Actreſs; and as ſhe has a prodigious Fund 


of natural Spirit and Humour off the Stage, the 


makes the moſt of the Poet's on it. Nothing, 
though ever fo barren, even though it exceeds the 


Limits of Nature, can be flat in her Hands: She 
heightens all Characters of Humour ſhe attempts; 


* 
» 


nor is ſhe confined only to the Hoyuen Miſs or pert 


Chambermaid, but in ſpiritous gay Characters of 
high Life, ſhe always appears with ſuch Air, Mein, 


and Action, as fpeak the Gay, the Lively, and 


the Deſirable, She has been, by Perſons who re- 


member both, compared to Mrs. Mountford:; and, 


by their natural Talents for the Stage, I am apt 


do believe the Compariſon not unjuſt: E muſt how-- 
ever obſerve, Mrs. Mountford _ with great 
' Succeſs, en Cavalier, and made an adroit pretty 
Fellow: Mrs. Chive does not appear in thels- 


* 
Ld 
* 
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5 Charactets, the concealing Petrieoat better ſuiting 


with her Turn of Make than the Breeches : It is. 
not from want of Spirit or Judgment to hit off the 


Fop or the Coxcomb, as ſhe has evidently prov'd 


in the Ballad: ſhe Sings, calFd the Le of a Beau, 


in which her Action and Geſture is as pleafing as. 


in any Part ſhe performs :*I could wiſh the would 

never attempt ſerious Characters in Comedy; and 

co reſign the Part of Ophelia in Hamlet, in which: 
Dae is very unequal to herfelf: —— Yer all will 
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as make her an excellent Actreſs. 


Though Mrs. Clive is by far the moſt excellent 
Actreſs of the Drury-Lane Company, and to ſpeak. 


out the ſevere Judgment of experienc'd Criticks, 


tze only Actreſs who has any Excellence in it, yet 


' the has a Competitor in Fame at Couent- Garden: 
MIS. Horton ſtands in the ſame Degree of Su- 


wt periority 
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allow, that 74% her all in all, ſhe has fuch Talents 
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 periority on this latter Stage, as Mrs. Clive er | 
on the former ; but 1 muſt obſerve, that their 
Talents, Manner, Air, Velture, and Caft of Parts | 


are very different. 
5 —_ DO i duch, thai 

| betrays outh, that 
an 3 Gwen in Her L. Fre. and: 
Mein throws out fach a Gldw bf Health and 
Chearfulneſs, that, on the Stage, few Sp | 
that are not paſt it, ean beholl her without De- 
i; and, in the Fünlneſs on Heart f. may ven- 
ture £0 eonfeſs, that the De/irable'is N 
in her that my Soul Has a 7% or Tender for Mrs. 


Hun. Te Wen e y of her as an KR . 
treſs, in all Parts of a rtinent, or the 
E a Nepp) 


Couette; ſhe has all the oppety. that a 
giddy, lively, fantaſtick Creature can be affected 


With, mw The Lang e, Prefs, Motion, and. 


Manners of a Aillabtant naturally 6 own; 


and 1 — of her, what the great Foolip % fad : 


of Mrs. rale in that Part; chat * __ * 4 
ſhe acts Milluman, all the Faults, Follies, and 
* Aſſectation of that agreeable Tyrant were veni- 


Ally r At- 


4 kractions of 2 cnſcios Bea 
beſides theſe Foibles of the Fair N, me can Tiſa 


into the decent Dignity y of afine Lady, and charm - 
eferve of an Baiana, as b. Ld 


with the innocent 
— 2 Fe ne ſcai qucy of a Millamant, In 


Faß, fince the Death of Mrs. Hallam, ſhe Rands ; 
without any 2 Competitor; oy ſhe has that 


though pul he Sou Ha of Her 


Grace in her Preſence, that char B Melody in her 


Voice, with Strength endugh to expreſs the Vio- 
0 lence of Tome Paffons, and Softneſs to ſubſide into. 


_._ 
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. Cibber's Apology, P. 101. 
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1 
the. Harmony of others, that no Actreſs now per- 
forming on either Stage can, in this Light, be com- 
pared to her. ——— There are ſome indeed, at 
both Houſes, who throw out ſome Proffers of a Genius, 
yet.cannot be-rank'd-in. any Degree of Perfection; 
for either they heavily drag the Sentiment along, 


with a long-ton'd Voice, abſent Eye, and-Inanity. 


of Geſture, or elſe with an impetuous Velocity. of 
Voice, ſtaring Eye, and unmeaning Saperfluity of © 
Action, make the Per formance come out odly diſguis d. 
or ſomewhere dęfactiueh unſurpriſing to the Hearer.. 
As I mention no particular Perſons, no 
particular Perſons can take Offence: In Juſtice to 


_— 
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my. own Judgment. muſt acknowledge, that 1 
unwillingly acquieſce.in. the Obſervation of many 
udges, that the two Theatres never had, at any. 
Time, ſo indifferent a Set of Actreſſes as at preſent 3- - 
and among the younger Actreſſes I have not ſeen 
one who has ſhewn. the leaſt Genius for the Stage, 
which may ever make its Way towards Perfection. 
It may ſeem a. Matter of Wonder to ſome, why, 
they who have been excellent in a Theatre, as 
Cibber, Wilks, and Booth, did not bring up young: - 
Actors to ſucceed them; and this was indeed ob- 
fegcded to their Adminiſtration: “ And this, 
K ſays the Apologi/t, was a Matter as eaſy as plan- 
.  * ing ſo many Cabbages?” rue it is, in- 
_ . deed, good Actors and good Cabbages are not with 
equal Plenty produced: However, if there is a na- 
tural Materia in the Actor as there is in the Cab- 
' _ bage, I can ſee no Reaſon why he ſhould not ſprout 
| . as well as the Cabbage: Indeed he will afterwards 
require ſome Care to bring fim to Perfection; ſo 
ddes the Cabbage: Dis cannot do without the en- 
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livening Warmth of the Sun, and the young Actor 
requires to be chear'd by ſuch little Parts as may 
gain him ſome little Applauſe; for * Public Ap. 
probation is the warm Menther of a theatrical Plant. 


hut it ſeems this would be too much Trouble 


for our theatrical Gardiners; they were not ſor 
turning Nurſery Men of dramatick Cabbages, but 
to have bought them at Market; for, ſays the 


metaphorical Apolggiſi, + Let it be our Excuſe 


< then. for that miſtaken Charge againſt us, that 
<& fince there was. no Garden or Market where ac- 
* compliſh'd Actors grew, or were to be ſold, 


ve could only pick them up by Chance. _ 


As for myſelf, I was a young Sprout from fo admi- 


rable a Siem, that Nature threw out in me ſeveral 
Perſections, which -1-may rather eall hereditary 


than acquired; and whether F am-eonfidered in 
a theatrical, poetical, political, or moral Capacity, 
the Reader will obſerve, through the Courfe of 


this Hiſtory, there is ſome Truth in my Motto. 


D Seguiturque Patrem— Though through Modeſty 


'T am forc'd to add, wor paſſius Aquis, which give 


me Leave to render into a paraphraſtick Oouplet. 


is Futber's Steps he follows to Be great, 
But not with equal Pace or equal Fate.” „ 
Some future Hiſtorian may thus write of us: 
e Father indeed had more of the Sal Atticum in 
his Genius, but then the Son excell'd him in an 
open hardy Confidence of Behaviour: COLLE v 
Conduct in Liſe was more on the Reſerve than 
T's; but by Tat% making a Buſtle in the 
World, he ſhew'd a ſuperior Greatneſs of Soul: 
CorIEY had the cool Calmneſs of a deſigning 
. Ff <b #Vy * ve Courtier ; 
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Courtier ; THe? the frank raſh Spirit of a young 
Captain; The Father was the greater Hpocrite, 
the Son was the greater Madman. Col I Ev 


render d himſelf remarkable by his Fipperies, Tar” | 


by his Extravagancies : Yet their private Virtues, 
publick Modeſty, and Sentiments of Morality were, 
in fact, in the one and the other the ſame, though 
their publick Conduct was extremely different. — 
CoLLE Y had rather be immoral than be eſteem'd 


ſo; THE“ thought it more Glory, the more he 


acquir'd the Character of being ſo.— The 
Reputation of the one was only founded on private 
Rumour, but that of the other is on publick Re- 


"cord. In ſhort, the Father had "few Equale, the 


w 


Son not one. | 


Having brought the Hiſtory of the Stage down 


from the Time my Father left it to the preſent 
Vacation, 1740, F can only add, after my Exploits, 


- > "Hopes, and Ambition, I muſt return to Mr. Rich, 5 


as an hired Actor, and wait in dudgeon ſome more 


_ ___- AAvourable Opportunity to make my Attempts on 
” ___ thetheatric Dominions more ſucceſsful : However 
=. -— "thoſe Attempts: occaſion'd this Apology, which 
will tranſmit. my Name and. Character to late 


| Foſterity ; and I may conclude as Ovid does : | 

5 Famque oþus exegi quod nec Fovis Ira nec Ignes. 

And now Pre dane-a Wark which neither Jovk, 

Nor all his Wrath, nor Thunderbolts above, . 

Mor ruthful Steel, nor all -devourmg Time, | 

Shalle er deſtroy this, Hiſtory: ſublime. 5 
„%% 2 en 


Terram nec poterit nec Edax. abolere Vetuſtas, &c. 
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